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WEDNESDAY, MAY 25, 2016


BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
Patty Acomb, Joe Collins, Jill Crafton, Jack Ditmore, Chris Elvrum, MDH; Doug Erickson, Rebecca Flood, MPCA; Sandy Hooker, Kathryn Kelly, Tom Loveall, Brian Napstad, Dave Schad, DNR; Tom Schulz, Rob Sip, MDA; Faye Sleeper, MES; Steve Sunderland, Gerald Van Amburg, Paige Winebarger

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:
Neil Peterson
Gene Tiedemann

STAFF PRESENT:
Mary Jo Anderson, Angie Becker Kudelka, Greg Berg, Don Buckhout, Linda Donnay, Tim Dykstal, Travis Germundson, Tom Gile, Jim Haertel, John Jaschke, Al Kean, Tim Koehler, Les Lemm, Bill Penning, Mary Peterson, Pat Sherman, Dan Steward, Jason Weinerman, Dave Weirens 

OTHERS PRESENT:
Melissa Barrick, Crow Wing SWCD
Todd Holman and Rich Bieske, TNC
Anna Boroff, Minnesota Corn
Sheila Vanney, MASWCD
Matt Wohlman, Brad Redlin, Marcia Weinandt, MDA 


Chair Napstad called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

**	ADOPTION OF AGENDA – Moved by Paige Winebarger, seconded by Jill Crafton, to adopt the agenda as
16-22	presented. Motion passed on a voice vote.

	MINUTES OF MARCH 23, 2016 BOARD MEETING – Jill Crafton stated that an edit is needed on page 3 regarding the Local Water Plan Extension and Amendment Policy; the second line should state ‘were’ rather than ‘was’.  Also, on page 4, One Watershed, One Plan Grant Program Policy and Request for
** 	Proposals – the word ‘seconded’ by was omitted. Moved by Patty Acomb, seconded by Doug Erickson, 
16-23	to approve the minutes of March 23, 2016 as corrected. Motion passed on a voice vote.
	
CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATION
Chair Napstad explained that the Conflict of Interest Disclosure process is being used today for the following agenda items:
· Minnesota Buffers Program and Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program Memorandum of Understanding
· Straight River Groundwater Management Area Groundwater Protection Grant
· Rice Creek Watershed District Stormwater Reuse Methodology Workshop Grant
· Farm Bill Assistance Program Authorization
· FY 2016-2017  CWF Targeted Watershed Demonstration Program Grants

Chair Napstad read the statement: 
“A conflict of interest, whether actual, potential, or perceived, occurs when someone in a position of trust has competing professional or personal interests and these competing interests make it difficult to fulfill professional duties impartially. At this time, members are requested to declare conflicts of interest they may have regarding today’s business.”

INTRODUCTION OF NEW EMPLOYEES
· Bill Penning introduced Pat Sherman, Easement Data Specialist, in St. Paul. 
· Jim Haertel introduced Greg Berg, Board Conservationist, in BWSR St. Cloud office 
· Jim Haertel introduced Linda Donnay, Grants Compliance Specialist, in BWSR St. Cloud office	
Chair Napstad welcomed Pat, Greg, and Linda to BWSR.

REPORTS	
Chair & Administrative Advisory Committee – Brian Napstad reported that he attended the EQB meeting on May 18, 2016. The EQB received citizen petitions to designate a different Responsible Governmental Unit (RGU) for the environmental review of the North Dakota Pipeline Company proposed Sandpiper Pipeline and Enbridge Energy. The current RGU is the Public Utilities Commission; the request was for the RGU to be DNR and PCA. After review, the EQB determined the RGU remain the Public Utilities Commission.  

Chair Napstad reported that he and Vice Chair Van Amburg conducted executive director John Jaschke’s performance review on April 27.  Chair Napstad thanked board members and the BWSR senior management team (SMT) for participating.  Chair Napstad will distribute the confidential review to board members. Chair Napstad acknowledged that BWSR has an outstanding executive director! He stated that John is highly regarded statewide, and thanked John for the important contribution he makes to BWSR.  

Executive Director’s Report – John Jaschke reported that the Governor has not yet made board member appointments for terms expiring in January 2016.  John thanked Sandy for her continued attendance.  

John recognized Melissa Lewis, 1W1P Coordinator, promoted to Assistant Manager of the Central Region; and Matt Drewitz, Clean Water Specialist, promoted to Measures and Outcomes Coordinator. John provided a brief overview of the BWSR Org Chart and new vacancies.  John reviewed information in the board members’ packets.  Board Members interested in attending the MAWD Summer Tour, contact Mary Jo Anderson today.  

Legislative Update – Angie Becker Kudelka reported that the Legislative Session adjourned on May 23rd leaving some unanswered questions as legislators did not pass a bonding/transportation package. Angie distributed the 2016 Legislative Session Status and provided a legislative update.  
· Supplemental Budget: The House and Senate passed a supplemental budget and it is now at the Governor’s desk for signature consideration. BWSR did not have any administration-sponsored proposals in the supplemental budget (General Fund), but were included in two sections: 
Passed: The Working Lands Watershed Restoration Program directs BWSR to conduct a feasibility study (paid for in this bill with $479K to BWSR and $115K to MPCA) and then develop a program plan for a voluntary, market-based incentive for perennial crops that improve water quality and habitat. The goal is to also boost the bottom line for both Minnesota's farm economy and environment. The financial appropriation for Phase II, which includes development of pilot watersheds, is not in this bill. 
Not Passed: A Minnesota River basin proposal ($250K) would have charged BWSR with developing basin-wide goals/strategies for sediment and nutrient reduction in the Minnesota River Basin by the end of 2017. This was not included in the final conference committee report. BWSR will continue to work on watershed-based goals using the One Watershed, One Plan legislation. 
· Bonding: The bonding bill failed to pass at the close of the legislative session. The Governor’s recommendations included $5M for the Local Roads Wetland Replacement program and $30M for the multi-agency CREP/RIM clean water initiative (of which on 1/3 was included in the final House bill). If the Governor decides to hold a special session, we will look for ways to continue to explain the benefits for Minnesota.
· Outdoor Heritage Fund and Clean Water Fund: The House and Senate passed a Legacy bill and it is now at the Governor’s desk for signature consideration. The final bill had two main sections: 1) allocation of the Outdoor Heritage Funds (OHF) for FY’17; and 2) accounting for a deficit in Clean Water Funds (CWF).
Annually, the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council provides OHF recommendations to the full legislature. BWSR will be allocated OHF dollars for the Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) Reserve Program including: 
· RIM Buffers for Wildlife and Water: Phase VI - $6,708,000 (used as part of state match for CREP) 
· RIM Wetlands: Phase 7 - $13,808,000 (used as part of state match for CREP) 
· Camp Ripley ACUB – Phase VI - $1,500,000 (Morrison SWCD listed as Manager) 
· Mississippi Headwaters Habitat Corridor Partnership – Phase II - $2,105,000 (MHB is Manager – BWSR has $1,045,000 for RIM easements) 
The bill also includes small decreases in Clean Water Funding to offset a deficit that became known with the February 2016 State financial forecast; and accomplish other priority spending (to Pollution Control Agency for WRAPS; and to Department of Agriculture for Ag Water Quality Certification). They include: 
· Decreasing BWSR’s 2011 Session funding (year 2) from $31,734,000 to $30,662,000 
· Decreasing BWSR’s 2013 Session funding (year 2) from $34,740,000 to $34,647,000 
These were mostly returned grants funds, subject to future cancellation.
· LCCMR: The Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR) recommends funding appropriations for the Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund (ENRTF) to the full legislature. The House and Senate passed the ENRTF bill and it is now at the Governor’s desk for signature consideration. The BWSR allocation included the Minnesota Conservation Apprentice Academy at $433,000. This program places college students with SWCDs for a summer program that includes mentorships and practical on-the-ground work.
· Taxes: The House and Senate passed a Tax bill and it is now at the Governor’s desk for signature consideration. Three items of interest that passed this year are: 
1. Includes no penalty for early withdrawal from Sustainable Forest Incentive Act (SFIA), if the land is placed in a conservation easement. 
2. 	Adds an optional special taxing district and line itemization for SWCDs onto county property tax proceedings. 
3. 	Creates Riparian Protection Aid (for enforcement and implementation public water and public ditch buffers) that includes $10M to counties based on a formula – with a pass-through to watershed districts and funds to BWSR if the county or watershed district does not assume local jurisdiction of the buffer law. 

John Jaschke reported on HF848 Tax Bill excerpts. BWSR will know by March 2017, when Counties and Watershed Districts must inform BWSR whether or not they plan to use their authority to enforce the buffer requirement (via Rule or Ordinance and Administrative Penalty Order authority).

Angie stated that the Governor will decide which of these bills he plans to sign into law and also decide if a special session is warranted. Staff will keep board members updated on decisions and impacts. Discussion followed.  Chair Napstad thanked Angie for her report.

Dispute Resolution Committee – Travis Germundson provided a brief overview of the appeals filed with BWSR, currently there are 10 appeals pending.  Travis reported that a DRC hearing has been scheduled for August 22, 2016 regarding File #15-9; a replacement plan decision in Crow Wing County. 

Grants Program & Policy Committee – Steve Sunderland reported that the Grants Program & Policy Committee met on April 26; recommendations on the agenda later today.  The Grants Program & Policy Committee also met on May 20 to review grant proposals for action at the June Board Meeting.  

RIM Reserve Committee – Tom Schulz reported that the RIM Reserve Committee recommendation is on the agenda later today. In Gene Tiedemann’s absence, Tom chaired the RIM Reserve Committee meeting on May 24.

Water Management & Strategic Planning Committee – Jack Ditmore reported that the Water Management & Strategic Planning Committee met yesterday; the recommendations will be presented at the June 22 Board Meeting.  Jack stated that the Committee may meet on the evening of June 21.  Jack provided a brief update on pilot programs. Jack stated that staff have done a wonderful job on the 1W1P.

Wetland Conservation Committee – Gerald Van Amburg reported that the Wetland Conservation Committee met on April 27. Gerald stated that there is a proposal to form a wetlands working group, modeled after the Drainage Work Group, to engage stakeholders on a long-term basis.  Gerald stated that the Committee plans to meet again in June, date to be determined.

Buffers, Soils & Drainage Committee – Brian Napstad reported that the Buffers, Soils & Drainage Committee met on April 27 and May 19, draft policy recommendations will be presented to the full Board in June and August.  

Drainage Work Group – Tom Loveall reported that the Drainage Work Group has not met since March 3.  Al Kean provided an update since the March meeting.  The next Drainage Work Group meeting is June 9; with anticipated monthly meetings through December 2016. Chair Napstad thanked Al for his report.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS
Central Region Committee
Eagan-Inver Grove Heights Watershed Management Organization Plan 2016-2025 – Mary Peterson reported that the final draft of the first Watershed Management Plan of the Eagan-Inver Grove Heights Watershed Management Organization was filed with the Board on February 4, 2016.  The watershed is located in the southeast part of the seven county Metropolitan Area and covers just over 30 square miles in the Cities of Eagan (96%) and Inver Grove Heights (4%).  The WMO is a new joint powers organization, but the member cities are not new to watershed management.  This watershed area was originally covered by the former Gun Club Lake Watershed Management Organization.  The Central Region Committee met on May 10, 2016 to review and discuss the Plan, and unanimously voted to 
**	recommend approval of the Plan. Moved by Joe Collins, seconded by Faye Sleeper, to approve the
16-24	Eagan-Inver Grove Heights Watershed Management Organization Watershed Management Plan.  Motion passed on a voice vote.

Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization Plan 2016-2025 – Mary Peterson reported that  the final draft of the Watershed Management Plan of the Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (VRWJPO) was filed with the Board on March 7, 2016.  The watershed includes all or portions of 20 cities and townships. The Vermillion River headwaters are located in southeastern Scott County with the majority of the watershed located in central Dakota County. The VRWJPO has effectively incorporated the TMDL and WRAPs process and strategies into this 10-year Plan update resulting in a prioritized, targeted and measurable watershed implementation program. The Central Region Committee met on May 10, 2016 to review and discuss the Plan, and unanimously voted to 
**	recommend approval of the Plan.  Moved by Joe Collins, seconded by Jack Ditmore, to approve the
16-25	Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization Watershed Management Plan.  Rebecca Flood noted that the JPO stated that WRAPs can be used in a purposeful way, a parallel manner.  Discussion followed. Joe Collins stated that the VRWJPO has an exceptional website, to be used as an example for others.  Motion passed on a voice vote.

Sherburne County Comprehensive Local Water Management Plan Extension – Jason Weinerman reported that on July 7, 2015, the Sherburne County Board of Commissioners passed a resolution to begin the local water management plan update process.  On February 4, 2016, the Board of Water and Soil Resources received a request from Sherburne County for an extension to allow the County to better coordinate with surrounding counties in the water management process and to provide for additional time due to staffing changes within the water planner position.  This extension request fell within the case by case provision of the revised Local Water Plan Extension and Amendment Policy from March 23, 2016.  The Central Region Committee met on May 10, 2016 to review the extension request and 
**	recommend approval of the extension until February 28, 2018. Moved by Joe Collins, seconded by 
16-26	Kathryn Kelly, to approve the Sherburne County Comprehensive Local Water Management Plan Extension until February 28, 2018.  Motion passed on a voice vote.

Isanti County Priority Concerns Scoping Document – Jason Weinerman reported that on May 24, 2006, the Board of Water and Soil Resources approved Isanti County’s Comprehensive Local Water Management Plan for a ten year period ending May 31, 2016, which was extended to May 31, 2018.  On March 18, 2015, Isanti County passed a resolution to begin the plan update process.  On February 17, 2016, the Isanti County Water Planner submitted the Priority Concerns Scoping Document to the state agencies for review.  On May 10, the Central Region Committee reviewed the Isanti County Comprehensive Local Water Management Priority Concerns Scoping Document and recommended approval of the draft letter finding the priority concerns identified to be appropriate and for the County
**	to continue working on the development of the plan. Moved by Joe Collins, seconded by Jill Crafton, to 
16-27	approve the Isanti County Priority Concerns Scoping Document.  Discussion followed.  Motion passed on a voice vote.

Northern Region Committee
Cass County Priority Concerns Scoping Document – Tom Schulz reported that Cass County submitted the Priority Concerns Scoping Document for state review and comment as part of updating their Comprehensive Local Water Management Plan. The Northern Region Committee met April 13, 2016; the Committee concurred with the selected priority concerns and recommended approval of the Priority Concerns Scoping Document. The State’s expectations of the final plan must be sent to Cass County.
**	Moved by Tom Schulz, seconded by Jill Crafton, to approve the Cass County Priority Concerns Scoping 
16-28	Document.  Motion passed on a voice vote.

Southern Region Committee
Blue Earth County Priority Concerns Scoping Document – Kathryn Kelly reported that Blue Earth County submitted the Priority Concerns Scoping Document for state review and comment as part of updating their Comprehensive Local Water Management Plan. The Southern Region Committee met April 7, 2016; the Committee concurred with the selected priority concerns and recommended approval of the Priority
**	Concerns Scoping Document.  The State’s expectations of the final plan must be sent to Blue Earth
16-29 	County.  Moved by Kathryn Kelly, seconded by Doug Erickson, to approve the Blue Earth County Priority
	Concerns Scoping Document.  Motion passed on a voice vote.

Martin County Priority Concerns Scoping Document – Kathryn Kelly reported that Martin County submitted the Priority Concerns Scoping Document for state review and comment as part of updating their Comprehensive Local Water Management Plan. The Southern Region Committee met April 7, 2016; the Committee concurred with the selected priority concerns and recommended approval of the Priority Concerns Scoping Document. The State’s expectations of the final plan must be sent to Martin County. 
**	Moved by Kathryn Kelly, seconded by Sandy Hooker, to approve the Martin County Priority Concerns 
16-30	Scoping Document. Motion passed on a voice vote. 

Chair Napstad called for a break in the meeting at 10:30 AM.  The meeting reconvened at 10:40 AM.



Buffers, Soils and Drainage Committee
Buffer Law Compliance and the Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program Memorandum of Understanding – Tom Gile reported that the Buffers, Soils, and Drainage Committee met May 19, 2016, to review a resolution and recommend approval of authorizing the BWSR Executive Director to execute a memorandum of understanding with the Minnesota Department of Agriculture, aligning the Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program and the Buffer Program.  Tom presented the resolution and made note of two adjustments to the resolution: 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources makes the following orders:
1. Upon execution of a MOU with the Minnesota Department of Agriculture, the Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program is hereby approved in accordance with Minnesota Statutes Section 103F.48, Subd. 3(b), and thus agricultural producers who possess a valid STATE OF MINNESOTA AGRICULTURAL WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION AGREEMENT and have adopted which constitutes an alternative riparian water quality practice, or combination of structural, vegetative, and management practices that have accomplished water quality protection comparable to the buffer protection for the water body that the property abuts;
2. Authorizes the Executive Director to execute the Memorandum of Understanding with the Minnesota Department of Agriculture and direct staff to take the necessary steps to implement it.

**	Moved by Rebecca Flood, seconded by Tom Loveall, to approve the Committee recommendation to adopt the resolution as presented, authorizing the Executive Director to execute the Memorandum of Understanding with the Minnesota Department of Agriculture providing that the Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program serves as an alternative practice under the Buffer Program. Discussion followed. John stated that Tom will provide a table to board members showing the Buffer Law’s seven proposed policies in progress. The Buffers, Soil, and Drainage Committee will meet again before the June Board Meeting. Tom stated that the Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program reviews all properties; new acquired properties go through the process.  John stated that the resolution
 16-31	is aligned with the Statutes in place.  Motion passed on a voice vote.  Kathryn Kelly abstained from the vote.
	
Excessive Soil Loss Program: Adopt Interim Guidance and Authorize Rulemaking – Dave Weirens reported that the Buffers, Soils and Drainage Committee met on May 19, 2016, to review interim guidance for implementing the Excessive Soil Loss Program.  The Committee recommends adoption and authorizes amending the program Rule. Dave stated that staff have developed the guidance document for agency staff and local governments to use when responding to complaints that must be addressed under the law; and requesting authority to initiate rulemaking so the program rule can be brought into conformance with the Law. Dave provided an overview of the procedural steps for complaints
**	associated with agricultural activities. Moved by Brian Napstad (chair of the Buffers, Soils and Drainage Committee), seconded by Tom Loveall, to approve the interim guidance on excessive soil loss and authorize the initiation of the rulemaking process to revise Minnesota Rules Chapter 8400. The Board authorizes staff to establish a stakeholder committee to develop soil erosion standards and oversee the rule amendment process.  Discussion followed.  Chair Napstad stated that this is a one-time activity of 
16-32	the stakeholder committee to develop standards and rule amendments. Motion passed on a voice vote. 

Chair Napstad stated that board members have submitted their completed Conflict of Interest Disclosure forms; the documents will be filed for the grant decision items. All board members are eligible to vote on the grant items.
Grants Program & Policy Committee
Straight River Groundwater Management Area Groundwater Protection Grant – Don Buckhout reported that the Grants Program & Policy Committee met on April 26, 2016; and recommend approval of the grant to SWCDs with jurisdiction in the Straight River Groundwater Management Area.  Grant funds of $50,000 will be shared by the Becker and Hubbard SWCDs to promote landowner groundwater protection practices. Don stated that this is a one-time grant. Discussion followed.  Rob Sip stated that MDA staff are working with Ottertail County on groundwater protection practices.  Chris Elvrum stated that MDH is also working with MDA on groundwater protection practices; this is a good start. Dave Schad stated that DNR is also working with MDA and MDH on regulatory groundwater protection 
**	practices. Moved by Steve Sunderland, seconded by Tom Schulz, to approve the non-competitive grant for groundwater protection practices in the Straight River Groundwater Management Area. Direct that funds be granted in compliance with FY2014 CWF Competitive Grants Policy, except that: 1) no match will be required; 2) the grant will be awarded as a lump sum up-front payment; and 3) only annual and final eLINK reporting will be required.  The Board hereby authorizes staff to execute a grant
16-33	agreement with the Becker SWCD consistent with the resolution and not to exceed $50,000.  Motion passed on a voice vote.

Rice Creek Watershed District Stormwater Reuse Methodology Workshop Grant – Don Buckhout reported that the Grants Program & Policy Committee met on April 26, 2016; reviewed and recommend approval of the proposed workshop amendment to the Stormwater Reuse for Irrigation Assessment grant agreement.  Don reported that in 2015, BWSR granted the Rice Creek Watershed District $100,000 to develop a methodology for identifying sites and feasibility of stormwater reuse for irrigation of non-agricultural land (e.g., turfgrass). This $5000 grant would add a workshop task targeted to teach end 
**	users how to apply it.  Moved by Kathryn Kelly, seconded by Joe Collins, to authorize staff to execute a grant agreement with the Rice Creek WD consistent with the resolution presented, not to exceed 
16-34	$5,000. Motion passed on a voice vote.

Farm Bill Assistance Program Authorization – Jim Haertel reported that the Farm Bill Assistance Program provides funds to SWCDs to hire staff to accelerate implementation of the Farm Bill as well as other state and federal conservation projects that involve grasslands and wetlands. The FY17 Farm Bill Assistance Program is expected to be funded from several revenue sources, chief among them being the Legislative-Citizens Commission on Minnesota Resources. The Grants Program and Policy Committee met on April 26, 2016 to review documents associated with this resolution and recommends approval.  John Jaschke recommends a colon be added to the resolution. “The Board authorizes staff to allocate FY 2016/2017 DNR funds provided for FBA purposes, and up to:  $500,000 of ENRTF; $100,000 of BWSR FY2017 Outdoor Heritage Fund; $695,000 BWSR FY 2016 Clean Water Fund Accelerated Implementation Grant; $400,000 FY 2016 Clean Water Fund RIM; and any rollover or continuation funds for this program previously authorized.  Funding allocations are subject to final fund availability and/or appropriation
**	language.  Moved by Steve Sunderland, seconded by Kathryn Kelly, to approve the resolution authorizing the Farm Bill Assistance Program as presented.  Discussion followed. Motion passed on a 
16-35	voice vote.

John Jaschke stated that two board members are abstaining from the vote on the next grant.

FY 2016-2017 CWF Targeted Watershed Demonstration Program Grants – Marcey Westrick reported that on December 16, 2015, the Board adopted resolution #15-92 which authorized staff to conduct a Request for Interest for nominations for the Targeted Watershed Program.  Nominations for the FY2016-17 Clean Water Fund Targeted Watershed Program were accepted from February 1 through March 9, 2016. Local governments submitted 8 nominations requesting $11,781,168 in Clean Water Funds with $8,750,000 available. The Grants Program and Policy Committee met on April 26, 2016 and reviewed the Targeted Watershed Demonstration Program proposed grant allocations and recommends approval. Marcey distributed the FY2016 Project and Practices Funding Recommendations. Jack Ditmore recommended naming the projects in addition to the numbers listed as part of the resolution.
**	Moved by Kathryn Kelly, seconded by Sandy Hooker, that the Board hereby:
1) Approves the allocation of $8,750,000 according to the attached Targeted Watershed Demonstration Program Recommendation by funding the following 6 projects:
· Buffalo Red Watershed District ($2,800,000)
· Pelican River Watershed District ($1,500,000)
· Fillmore and Root Soil and Water Conservation Districts ($493,233)
· Shell Rock River Watershed District ($825,610)
· East Polk Soil and Water Conservation District ($790,240)
· Capitol Region Watershed District ($1,760,000).  
2) Approves shifting the remaining dollar amount of $580,917 from Targeted Watershed to fund FY2016 Projects and Practices in Resolution #15-91 as follows: 
· Fully fund #39 “Heritage Park Urban Runoff Improvement Project” to Rice Soil and Water Conservation District ($392,934); 
· Partially fund #40 “2016 Two Rivers lake Targeted Water Quality BMP Installation” to Stearns Soil and Water Conservation District ($187,983).
16-36	Motion passed on a voice vote with two abstentions.

RIM Reserve Management Planning Committee
Authorizing the RIM Pine River Watershed Protection Program – Bill Penning introduced project partners: Melissa Barrick, Crow Wing SWCD; and Todd Holman, and Rich Bieske, The Nature Conservancy (TNC).  Bill reported that this project will utilize RIM easements to protect priority riparian parcels in the Pine River Watershed. Bill Penning acknowledged and thanked The Nature Conservancy for contributing $250,000 to this effort and is currently fundraising with Lakeshore Owner Associations for additional match. Dan Steward reported that this is outgrowth of ACUB and use of funding for RIM Pine River Watershed Protection Program. Dan highlighted the partnership with the Crow Wing SWCD and TNC.  The RIM Reserve Management Planning Committee met on May 24, 2016; and unanimously recommends the following provisions:
1. Utilize appropriated funds to implement the RIM - Pine River Watershed Protection Program.
2. Accept donations from TNC and other partners for the same purpose.
3. Work with partners to develop program guidelines and outreach efforts focused on priority parcels within the Pine River Watershed. 
4. Utilize RIM easement payment rates as established for the ACUB program.
5. Conduct landowner sign-ups and select applications using available funding for the RIM Pine River Watershed Protection Program.

**	Moved by Tom Schulz, seconded by Paige Winebarger, to approve the RIM Reserve Management Planning Committee recommendation as presented, authorizing staff to utilize the funds, and implement the RIM Pine River Watershed Protection Program.  Chris Elvrum stated that watersheds are
16-37	much more effective with RIM. Discussion followed. Motion passed on a voice vote. Chair Napstad thanked staff and partners for the innovative program and partnership.


NEW BUSINESS
CREP Update – Angie Becker Kudelka presented information on the Minnesota CREP Scope: up to 100,000 acres; 5-year program; prioritize and target water quality and habitat; potentially up to $795M in total project costs at a requested 4:1 federal to state ratio; voluntary approach using the RIM easement program and the USDA FSA CRP.  Tim Koehler presented science-based targeting; project objectives; CRP practices; and projected water quality outcomes. Angie provided an update on proposed funding.  Angie stated that statewide support has been wonderful, a CREP Coalition of over 70 organizations is involved. State funding is planned to be secured through Capital Investment (Bonding); Clean Water, Outdoor Heritage; and Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund. Tim stated that payment to landowners will include both CRP and RIM. Angie stated that CREP is an additional option for landowner choices on a conservation continuum. Angie stated that negotiations for CREP acres is underway; goal for sign-up is late summer/early fall.  Chair Napstad thanked Angie and Tim for the update.

MAWQCP Highlight/Example – Matt Wohlman, Minnesota Department of Agriculture, thanked BWSR for the approval of the Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program resolution this morning, an important milestone.  Matt reported that this morning Governor Mark Dayton, MDA Commissioner Dave Frederickson, and Chris Policinski, President and CEO of Land O’Lakes, announced a new public-private partnership to protect and improve water quality across Minnesota. The AWQCP communicates sustainability in our food supply. Matt congratulated Kathryn Kelly for certification in the AWQCP on her farm; and he also recognized Tom Schulz for certification in the AWQCP on his farm.   Matt presented AWQCP signs to Kathryn and Tom to post on their land.  Chair Napstad and board members thanked Kathryn and Tom!

AGENCY REPORTS
Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) – Chris Elvrum reported that lead in drinking water is talked about on the radio this week; always more work to be done. 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) – Dave Schad provided a brief update on DNR’s buffer mapping; on task to be completed by July 1st.  Dave stated that this is a bigger job than anyone envisioned. Buffer mapping Information is on DNR’s website; the next step is to provide maps to locals; and for BWSR and others to implement. John stated that BWSR will post received buffer program comments on the website this week.

Minnesota Extension Service (MES) – Faye Sleeper reported on three upcoming events: July 20 webinar, “Field to Streams Handbook Use” for SWCDs to work with landowners.  MES will conduct the “Science of Buffers” Session on September 16.  The National Climate Adaptation Session in MN is May 9-11, 2017.

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) – Rebecca Flood reported that Governor Dayton requested MPCA conduct listening sessions, “Changes in Water Quality Protection’ for wastewater facilities.  The outcome of the session became a bill, passed and signed by the Governor.
	
ADVISORY COMMENTS
Minnesota Association of Soil & Water Conservation Districts (MASWCD) – Sheila Vanney reported that MASWCD President Ian Cunningham is also certified in the AWQCP.  Sheila thanked BWSR, specifically John Jaschke and Angie Becker Kudelka, for support during the legislative session. Sheila reported that the next MASWCD Board of Directors meeting will be held in conjunction with NACD in July.
Minnesota Association of Townships (MAT) – Sandy Hooker was in Washington, D.C. in March meeting with legislators and staff regarding broadband availability to township residents and transportation funding. Sandy stated MAT’s concern for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ plan to flood 30,000 acres of farmland including cemeteries, as a result of the Fargo-Moorhead Diversion Project. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS
· BWSR Board Meeting, June 22, 2016, St. Paul
· MAWD Summer Tour, June 22-24, Winona
· BWSR Tour and Meeting, August 24-25, 2016, East Grand Forks (board members requested option for ride-sharing to EGF)

**	Moved by Tom Loveall, seconded by Rebecca Flood, to adjourn the meeting at 12:52 PM. Motion passed 
16-38	on a voice vote.

Respectfully submitted,
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Brian Napstad
Chair
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