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Senate committee recommends Napstad  

as BWSR Chair  
By Jen Maleitzke, Communications Director 

 
On Thursday, Jan. 17, the 
Senate Committee on 
Environment and Energy 
unanimously recommended 
confirmation for Brian 
Napstad as the Chair of the 
Board of Water and Soil 
Resources (BWSR).  
 
First appointed to the Board 

in 2006, Napstad serves as a county commissioner 
representative. He was appointed by former Gov. Tim 
Pawlenty as the Board Chair in 2010, and was 
recommended for confirmation by Senate committee 
members through 2014.  
 
“Brian’s leadership as the BWSR Chairman has been 
instrumental in enabling the agency to pursue its 
mission,” John Jaschke, BWSR Executive Director, said. 
“His guidance on Board issues, his willingness to take 
on additional responsibilities and his overall leadership 
style has been invaluable to our agency. We are thrilled 
he’ll continue his role as Chairman under the Dayton 
administration.”  

Napstad, of McGregor, is the owner of Fisherman’s Bay 
Restaurant on Big Sandy Lake. He has also been an 
elected Aitkin County Commissioner since 2005, and 
previously served on the McGregor School Board. 
Napstad’s prior employment positions have included a 
sales representative and project manager with Hewlett 
Packard, sales director with ENSCAN, Inc., senior sales 
representative with General Electric Company’s Calma 
Company Division, and an applications engineer with 
National Computer Systems. He earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in manufacturing and engineering from 
the University of Wisconsin – Stout in Menomonie.  

The 20-member BWSR Board consists of 
representatives of local and state government agencies 
and citizens. The Board sets a policy agenda designed to 
enhance service delivery through the use of local 
government. Board members, including the Board chair, 
are appointed by the governor to four-year terms. 

_ _ _ _ 

 
 

Winkelman models conservation  
By Jen Maleitzke, Communications Director 

Best known for his television shows “Good Fishing” and 
“Outdoor Secrets,” Babe Winkelman has been sharing 
his passion for the outdoors with America for more than 
35 years. Winkelman grew up on a small farm near 
Duelm, Minn., where he learned the value of protecting 
and preserving natural resources for future generations. 
Today, his focus on conservation allows him to highlight 
the importance of soil and water conservation districts 
(SWCDs).  

For the past ten years, Winkelman has been transforming 
his 260-acre property near Perham into a showcase for 
conservation. While working closely with local 
government staff and using several state and federal 
programs, Winkelman planted more than 13,000 trees, 
installed 25,000 feet of weed fabric, restored 58 acres of 
native prairie, cleared more than 10,000’of wildlife 
trails, and maintained several acres of food plots. His 
remaining tillable acres utilize residue management and 
cover crop planting practices to prevent erosion and 
maintain soil health. 

At the Minnesota 
Association of Soil 
and Water 
Conservation 
District 
(MASWCD) annual 
convention in 
December, the East 
Otter Tail SWCD 
selected Babe 
Winkelman as the 
2012 Outstanding 
Conservationist.   

Darren Newville, 
East Otter Tail Soil 
and Water 
Conservation 
District Manager, said, “The project featured on Babe 
Winkelman’s recent ‘Outdoors Secrets’ television show 
is a prime example of the SWCD staff working with 
private landowners to put conservation on the ground. 
This particular CRP project set aside some marginal 
farm land that was susceptible to erosion, and created 

Visit our website to watch an 
episode of “Outdoor Secrets,” 
which features the East Otter Tail 
SWCD’s tree planting and weed 
matting crew on Winkelman’s 
property in Perham. 
 

http://www.bwsr.state.mn.us/aboutbwsr/boarddirectory.pdf
http://www.winkelman.com/videos/outdoor-secrets/Turkeys-and-Trees_230
http://www.winkelman.com/videos/outdoor-secrets/Turkeys-and-Trees_230
http://www.winkelman.com/videos/outdoor-secrets/Turkeys-and-Trees_230
http://www.winkelman.com/videos/outdoor-secrets/Turkeys-and-Trees_230
http://www.winkelman.com/videos/outdoor-secrets/Turkeys-and-Trees_230
http://www.winkelman.com/videos/outdoor-secrets/Turkeys-and-Trees_230


some great wildlife habitat that will provide travel 
corridors between other existing habitats.” 

“Mr. Winkelman’s dedication to installing best 
management practices on his land, coupled with his 
vision for protecting Minnesota’s natural resources make 
him a model conservationist,” said LeAnn Buck, 
MASWCD Executive Director. “MASWCD is proud to 
honor his achievements through the Outstanding 
Conservationist Award.”  

Content for this story was provided by East Otter Tail 
SWCD. 

_ _ _ _ 

 
Wetland conference 

By Lynda Peterson, Wetland Specialist 
 
Every year for the past five years, the Wetland 
Professionals Association (WPA) and the Wetland 
Delineators Certification Program (WDCP) have hosted 
a wetland conference for practitioners to learn about all 
new things wetland related and to network with other 
wetland professionals.  The 6th Annual Minnesota 
Wetlands Conference will be held on Jan. 30, 2013 at the 
University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum in 
Chanhassen. 
 
The main topic of this year’s conference is the “Status 
and Trends in Wetlands in Minnesota.” Other sessions 
include: Drainage Setback Guidance; The Good, the Bad 
and Ugly: A look back at Wetland Replacement; 2012 
National Plant List Update; and many more.  
 
The conference awards continuing education credits to 
attendees that have the WDCP certification. This year’s 
conference will award 1.5 direct credits and one indirect 
credit. 
 
More than 200 wetland professionals have attended the 
conference each year. It is a great way to network, see 
what is new in the wetland world and provide training 
to a vast array of people. 
  

_ _ _ _ 
 

Cooperative partnership leads to 
new waterfowl production area 

By Jeff Hedtke, Conservation Engineering Technician 
  

Located in the heart of soybean and corn country in 
western Blue Earth County is one of the state’s newest 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) waterfowl 
production areas (WPA) and it has a RIM and WRP 
connection. The site is a short drive just southwest of 

Lake Crystal. When fully developed, the site will include 
a diverse ecology of restored wetland types, prairie 
grasses and forbs. Named the Lincoln WPA, after the 
township in which it is located, it will be open for public 
use. The acquisition, construction and vegetation 
establishment efforts on this complex, multi-owner 
project took the cooperation of several agencies, 
organizations, and landowners, including: 
 

• MN Valley Lands, Inc. 
• USFWS, MN Valley NWR/WMD 
• MN Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) 
• Blue Earth Soil and Water Conservation District   
(SWCD) 
• Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
• Blue Earth County Highway Department 
• Local Drainage Authority 
• Lincoln Township Board of Supervisors 
• Four landowners 

 
 

 
     Post construction spring 2012 - Initial stages of restoration  
    US Fish & Wildlife Service 
 
Prior to the restoration, the land was farmed and 
included a number of depressional wetlands of varying 
types and sizes. These wetlands were drained by an 18 -
inch diameter Judicial Ditch (JD 15) Tile Main along 
with several laterals of smaller JD 15 tile and thousands 
of feet of private tile.  
 
The project got underway with the enrollment and 
acquisition of an 80-acre parcel of land into the MN 
River CREP program in 2000. This easement abutted an 
existing 120-acre WRP easement that was enrolled a few 
years earlier. While BWSR and SWCD staff were 
developing plans to restore wetlands and upland prairie 
on the CREP parcel, staff learned that the FWS in 
partnership with MN Valley Lands, Inc. was purchasing 
additional, adjacent lands. With consideration to our 
joint restoration goals, BWSR, SWCD, NRCS, MN 
Valley Lands, Inc., and the FWS entered into a joint 
partnership to restore the entire project area. A critical 



part of this purchase was obtaining land that included the 
start of the JD 15 drainage system. This allowed for the 
abandonment of the entire upper reach of the existing JD 
tile and the restoration of numerous wetlands on the 
properties. The WPA is now approximately 720 acres in 
size and includes the purchase of both the original CREP 
and WRP easement parcels.  
 
From a planning and construction perspective, there 
were several unique aspects of this project. It required 
the improvement and protection of a short section of 
township road along the north edge of the project in 
addition to almost three-fourths of a mile of a county 
graveled road located along the south side. Blue Earth 
County used this opportunity to rebuild this section of 
road and raise the road elevation to allow the restoration 
of bordering drained wetlands. The project also required 
the landowners to successfully petition the drainage 
authority to abandon approximately 7,900 feet of tile 
from the JD 15 drainage system. 
 
BWSR’s role in this partnership was to provide the 
necessary engineering/technical assistance to the project 
through a cooperative agreement with FWS. This 
included: 
 
• Survey the site and develop concept plans. 
• Develop the petition and present the engineer’s 

report to the drainage authority for abandonment of 
the JD tile. 

• Negotiate improvements to the adjacent gravel 
roads with the Blue Earth County Highway 
Department and township.  

• Development of engineering plans and 
specifications, assisting the bidding process, and 
assisting inspection and management of the 
project’s construction. 

 
The construction of the project began in the fall of 2010 
and was completed in 2011. The site now boasts two 
major restored wetland basins of approximately 70 and 
30 acres in size, both incorporating water control 
structures that allow for water level management. In 
addition, dozens of other smaller wetlands were restored 
through the construction of small embankments, tile 
blocks and removal of upland sediment. Project uplands 
and wetlands were seeded with prairie grass and forbs  

 
Installation of water control structure - BWSR 

using a well-coordinated and sequenced plan to “seed” 
as soon as construction (restoration) of the wetlands was 
completed.  
 
People started using the site before construction was 
even completed for hunting and wildlife watching. In the 
spring of 2012, runoff filled previously drained basins 
with water. A multitude of migrating duck, geese, and 
shorebirds used the area to rest, feed and nest. Other 
benefits of the project include increased flood storage, 
reductions in watershed runoff, and water quality 
benefits. 
 
This project exemplifies partnering efforts and local 
cooperation that is required to complete many of the 
wetland restoration projects enrolled in RIM Reserve 
and other conservation easement programs. 

_ _ _ _ 
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