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RIM PROJECT: RIM – WRP

• FUNDING:  TENTATIVE
▫ $13m LSOHC 

▫ $20.8 NRCS

• DATES:  Spring 2011 (Tentative)

• PRIORITIES:
▫ LSOHC

▫ NRCS









RIM PROJECT:  BUFFERS

• FUNDING:  $10m CWF (Tentative 2 yrs.)

$2.249m LSOHC (Tentative FY12)

• DATES:  SPRING 2011 (Tentative)

• PRIORITIES: 

▫ 50 – 100’ Cropland

▫ 100 – 200’ for Wildlife – Competitive LSOHC 

Prairie region







RIM PROJECT:  

WELLHEAD PROTECTION

• FUNDING:  FY 10 & 11  CWF 2.0m

FY 12 & 13 CWF 2.0m (Tentative)

• PRIORITIES: 

▫ 7 Wellheads selected to start

▫ Now any approved wellhead with H or VH 

vulnerability







RIM PROJECT:  

RIM FLOOD RESPONSE

• FUNDING:  $10m MN Special Session (10-18-10)

• DATES:  Nov. 1, 2010 – Jan. 31, 2011

• PRIORITIES: 

▫ RIM – WRP & EWP

▫ Floodplain

▫ Buffers

▫ 29 counties to-date







RIM PROJECT:  

RIM WILD RICE

• FUNDING:  $1.9m LSOHC (Partial/Tentative)

• DATES:  SPRING 2011 (Tentative)

• PRIORITIES: 

▫ 8 counties – Aitkin, Carlton, Cass, Crow Wing, 

Hubbard, Itasca, St. Louis, Wadena

▫ Wild Rice lakes & sensitive shoreline



RIM PROJECT:  DNR CPL

• FUNDING:  FY2011 $4.2m LSOHC – 15% match

FY2012 $5.6m LSOHC - tentative

• DATES:  FY2011 August – Sept. 16, 2011

FY2012 – Likely Similar

• PRIORITIES: 
▫ LSOHC Selection – RIM prior approval



 

DNR Conservation Partners Legacy(CPL) Grant 
RIM Reserve Guidance 
 

DRAFT- August 25, 2010 

 
There is a growing interest in securing wildlife and water quality projects using permanent 
easements within as well as outside of traditional state funding sources for the program.  The 
Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) Reserve Program has been in place since 1986 and provides a 
unique opportunity to work with private landowners to accomplish these important conservation 
projects on private lands.  To sustain the high quality of RIM Reserve, accommodate future 
stewardship obligations, and efficiently process easements, the BWSR has developed guidance 
for local SWCDs to guide the development of projects as they are being planned.      
 
Guidelines for CPL funded easements require that the easement must permanently “restore, 
protect, and enhance Minnesota’s wetlands, prairies, forests, and habitat for fish, game, and 
wildlife”. 
 
If you are considering a RIM easement, please follow the criteria listed below.  
 

 All standard RIM Reserve program policies and procedures are to be used. 

 BWSR approved payment rates for cropland and non-cropland are to be followed.   

 Project area meets current RIM Reserve program priorities of wetland restoration and 
riparian areas or other eligibility criteria authorized ahead of time.   

 Easement Services cost of 10% of grant amount, with a $5000 minimum.  This amount 
includes a standard rate of $2000/easement for SWCD administrative work.   

 Conservation practices meet current native vegetation standards found at: 
http://www.bwsr.state.mn.us/native_vegetation/seeding_guidelines.pdf 

 BWSR Engineering oversight of project will be required for all wetland restorations. All 
engineering workload and costs associated will be identified and incorporated in 
easement project costs. If your project involves a wetland restoration we must receive a 
completed 2010 Minnesota Wetland Restoration Evaluation Worksheet. 

 As the CPL process requires local match and operates on a reimbursement basis, the 
applicant should have made all necessary arrangements to cover costs and submit 
funding to BWSR for easement and practice payments prior to final recording.  BWSR 
may require a written agreement with the unit of government prior to funds being 
transferred to the state.   

 BWSR reserves the right to reject, or work to modify, projects that do not meet current 
program priorities or that may obligate the state to unknown future stewardship issues 
(invasive species). 

 A letter of support will be needed from the local DNR Area Wildlife Manager outlining the 
wildlife benefits obtained by the proposed project.   

 It is the responsibility of the applicant to meet the DNR Heritage Database review 
requirements.   
 
Applicants should submit a preliminary RIM Reserve application, aerial photo, and DNR 
support letter electronically to tabor.hoek@state.mn.us for review and approval prior to a 
CPL application being completed.   
 
For more information contact Tabor Hoek at tabor.hoek@state.mn.us or 507.537.7260.   





















RIM QA – 2010 Legislation 

Restoration Evaluations 
New state law requires restoration evaluations be conducted on habitat restoration projects completed 
with funds from the Clean Water Fund (M.S. 114D.50), Outdoor Heritage Fund (M.S. 97A.056), and Parks 
and Trails Fund (M.S. 85.53) (M.L. 2010, Ch. 361, Art. 1).  The new law directs DNR and BWSR to convene 
for each of the three funds a technical restoration evaluation panel (TEP), which will contain at least five 
technical experts who will evaluate a sample of up to 10 habitat restoration projects annually beginning 
July 1, 2011.  The TREPs will evaluate the restorations relative to the law, current science, stated goals 
and standards in the restoration plans, and applicable guidelines.  The agencies will assign a coordinator 
for each of the three TREPs.  The coordinator(s) are responsible for providing reports to the legislature 
and governing councils determining whether restorations are meeting planned goals, identifying 
problems with implementation of restorations and, if necessary, providing recommendations on 
improving restorations. 
 
 



BWSR REVIEW – Fall 2010

Key Findings:

• ADMIN
▫ Great documentation at local office
▫ Spot checks completed – needs updating
▫ Ownership tracking
▫ Data Base, Data Base, Data Base!!

• FIELD
▫ Boundary Making – Sings & GPS
▫ Product as planned – updated?

• DOLLARS
▫ To make improvements



SWCD SERVICES $

• Spot Checks - $67/esmt.

• Easement Processing - $2,000/esmt.

• Wetland Restoration Assistance up to 

$3,500/esmt.



MN WALK-IN ACCESS PROGRAM

(Pilot)

• 21 SW – WC Counties





MN WALK-IN ACCESS PROGRAM

(Pilot)

• 21 SW – WC Counties

• $2.7m over three years - USDA

• 10,000 ac. Growing to 50,000 ac.

• 2011 hunting season

• DNR & BWSR Cooperative Effort

• Nov. 5th Meeting - Marshall


