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Most WCA definitions are included in 8420.0111; however, many single use definitions are included in their relevant
sections of the rule language. The following list contains some of the more important WCA definitions or definitions not

located in the definitions section.

Agricultural Land — "Agricultural land" means land used
for horticultural, row, close grown, pasture, or hayland
crops; growing nursery stocks; animal feedlots; farmyards;
or associated building sites and public and private
drainage systems and field roads located on any of these
lands. Agricultural land must be used principally for the
cultivation or production of plants or farm animals and
includes former agricultural land that is presently enrolled
in a conservation program under contract or easement.

Degraded Wetland - "Degraded wetland" means a
wetland that provides minimal wetland function and
value due to human activities such as drainage, diversion
of watershed, filling, excavating, pollutant runoff, and
vegetative or adjacent upland manipulation.

Drain or Drainage - "Drain" or "drainage" means any
method for removing or diverting waters from wetlands.
Methods include, but are not limited to, excavation of an
open ditch, installation of subsurface drainage tile, filling,
diking, or pumping.

Feasible and Prudent (8420.0520, Subp. 3, Item C,
subitem (2)) — An alternative is considered “feasible and
prudent” if it meets all of the following requirements:

(a) It is capable of being done from an engineering
point of view;

(b) Itis in accordance with accepted engineering
standards and practices

(c) It is consistent with reasonable requirements of
public health, safety, and welfare;

(d) It is an environmentally preferable alternative
based on a review of social, economic, and environmental
impacts; and

(e) It would create no truly unusual problems.

Fill - "Fill" means any solid material added to or
redeposited in a wetland that would alter the wetland's
cross-section or hydrological characteristics, obstruct flow
patterns, change the wetland boundary, or convert the
wetland to a nonwetland. Fill does not include posts and
pilings for linear projects such as bridges, elevated
walkways, or powerline structures, or structures
traditionally built on pilings such as docks and boathouses.
Fill includes posts and pilings that result in bringing the
wetland into a nonaquatic use or significantly altering the
wetland's function and value, such as the construction of
office and industrial developments, parking structures,
restaurants, stores, hotels, housing projects, and similar
structures. Fill does not include slash or woody vegetation,
if the slash or woody vegetation originated from
vegetation growing in the wetland and does not impair
the flow or circulation of water or the reach of the
wetland.

Impact - "Impact" means a loss in the quantity, quality, or
biological diversity of a wetland caused by draining or
filling of wetlands, wholly or partially, or by excavation in
the permanently and semipermanently flooded areas of
type 3, 4, or 5 wetlands, as defined in subpart 74, and in
all wetland types if the excavation results in filling,
draining, or conversion to nonwetland.

Incidental Wetland (8420.0105, Subp. 3, Item D) -
"Incidental wetlands" are wetland areas that the
landowner can demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the
local government unit, were created in nonwetland areas
solely by actions, the purpose of which was not to create
the wetland. Incidental wetlands include drainage ditches,
impoundments, or excavations constructed in
nonwetlands solely for the purpose of effluent treatment,
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containment of waste material, storm water retention or
detention, drainage, soil and water conservation practices,
and water quality improvements and not as part of a
wetland replacement process that may, over time, take

on wetland characteristics.

Landowner - "Landowner" means a person or entity
having the rights necessary to drain, excavate, or fill a
wetland or to establish and maintain a replacement or
banked wetland. Typically, the landowner is a fee title
owner or a holder of an easement, license, lease, or rental
agreement providing the necessary rights. The right must
not be limited by a lien or other encumbrance that could
override the obligations assumed with the replacement or
banking of a wetland.

Nonwetland - "Nonwetland" means upland areas or
previously converted areas that do not meet the criteria
for classification as a jurisdictional wetland using the
United States Army Corps of Engineers Wetland
Delineation Manual (January 1987) and deepwater
habitats identified using Classification of Wetlands and
Deepwater Habitats of the United States. Both documents
are incorporated by reference under part 8420.0112,
items B and C.

Normal Farming Practices (8420.0105, Subp. 2, Item B) -
"Normal farming practices" means ranching, silvicultural,
grazing, and farming activities such as plowing, seeding,
cultivating, and harvesting for the production of feed,
food, and fiber products, but does not include activities
that result in the draining of wetlands.

Pasture. "Pasture” means an area that was grazed by
domesticated livestock or that was planted with annually
seeded crops in a crop rotation seeded to grasses or
legumes in six of the last ten years.

Permanently and semipermanently flooded area of a
type 3, 4, or 5 wetland - "Permanently and
semipermanently flooded area of a type 3, 4, or 5
wetland" means the portion of a type 3, 4, or 5 wetland
below the level where the water has been maintained for
a sufficient period of time to leave evidence upon the
landscape, commonly the point where the natural
vegetation changes from predominantly aquatic to
predominantly terrestrial.

Responsible Party - "Responsible party" means an
individual, business, or other organization causing
draining, excavation, or filling of wetlands on the property
of another, with or without the landowner's permission or
approval.

Shoreland or Shoreland Wetland Protection Zone —

A. For local government units that have a shoreland
management ordinance approved under Minnesota
Statutes, sections 103F.201 to 103F.221, "shoreland" or
"shoreland wetland protection zone" means:

(1) 1,000 feet from the ordinary high water level
of a water basin that is a public water identified in the
shoreland management ordinance or the shoreland area
approved by the commissioner as provided in the
shoreland management rules adopted under Minnesota
Statutes, section 103F.211, whichever is less; or

(2) 300 feet from the ordinary high water level of
a watercourse identified in the shoreland management
ordinance or the shoreland area approved by the
commissioner as provided in the shoreland management
rules adopted under Minnesota Statutes, section
103F.211, whichever is less.

B. For local government units that do not have a
shoreland management ordinance approved under
Minnesota Statutes, sections 103F.201 to 103F.221,
“shoreland" or "shoreland wetland protection zone"
means:

(1) 1,000 feet from the ordinary high water level
of a water basin that is a public water that is at least ten
acres in size within municipalities and at least 25 acres in
size in unincorporated areas; or

(2) 300 feet from the ordinary high water level of
a watercourse identified by the public waters inventory
under Minnesota Statutes, section 103G.201.

Utility - "Utility" means a sanitary sewer; a storm sewer;
potable water distribution; or transmission, distribution,
or furnishing, at wholesale or retail, of natural or
manufactured gas, petroleum products, electricity,
telephone, or radio service or communications.

Wetland, a wetland, the wetland, or wetland area -

A. "Wetlands" means lands transitional between
terrestrial and aquatic systems where the water table is
usually at or near the surface or the land is covered by
shallow water. For purposes of this subpart, wetlands
must:

(1) have a predominance of hydric soils;

(2) be inundated or saturated by surface water or
groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient to
support a prevalence of hydrophytic vegetation typically
adapted for life in saturated soil conditions; and

(3) under normal circumstances, support a
prevalence of hydrophytic vegetation.

B. "A wetland" or "the wetland" means a distinct
hydrologic feature with characteristics of item A,
surrounded by nonwetland and including all contiguous
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wetland types, except those connected solely by riverine
wetlands. "Wetland area" means a portion of a wetland
or the wetland.

C. Wetlands does not include public waters wetlands
and public waters unless reclassified as wetlands by the
commissioner under Minnesota Statutes, section
103G.201.

D. The wetland size is the area within its boundary.
The boundary must be determined according to the
United States Army Corps of Engineers Wetland
Delineation Manual (January 1987). The wetland type
must be determined according to Wetlands of the United
States, (1971 edition). Both documents are incorporated
by reference under part 8420.0112, items A and B. The
local government unit may seek the advice of the
technical evaluation panel as to the wetland size and

type.

Wetland in a Cultivated Field - "Wetlands in a cultivated
field" means a wetland where greater than 50 percent of
its boundary abuts land that was in agricultural crop

production in six of the ten years before January 1, 1991.
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