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Board Resolution # 15- 
 

FY 2015 CLEAN WATER FUND AND COMPETITIVE GRANTS PROGRAM: 

FUNDING RECOMMENDATION 

 

WHEREAS, the Clean Water Fund (CWF) is established in M.S. 114D.50; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Clean Water Funds have been appropriated to BWSR in Laws of Minnesota 2013, 
Chapter 137; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Agriculture is contributing Agricultural Best 
Management Practices Loan Program funds; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Board has authority under Minn. Stat. 103B.3369 to make grants to cities, 
townships, counties, soil and water conservation districts, watershed districts, joint powers 
organizations, and other special purpose districts or authorities with jurisdiction in water and 
related land resources management when a proposed project, practice or activity implements a 
county water plan, watershed management plan, or county groundwater plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, BWSR implementation of appropriated CWF funds is based on the Minnesota 
Constitution, Article XI, Section 15 which provides that funds may be “spent only to protect, 
enhance, and restore water quality in lakes, rivers, and streams and to protect groundwater from 
degradation”, and that “dedicated money under this section must supplement traditional sources 
of funding for these purposes and may not be used as a substitute”; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the CWF implementation strategy recognizes that funding decisions should be 
based on the best available scientific information and directed to where clean water protection, 
enhancement and restoration work is most needed and most effective; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the CWF implementation strategy incorporates the purpose of M.S. 114D.20 which 
directs the implementation of Clean Water Funds to be coordinated with existing authorities and 
program infrastructure; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Board has previously endorsed an inter-agency granting strategy that includes 
the MN Department of Agriculture (MDA), the Department of Natural Resources (DNR), the 
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA), the Department of Health (MDH), and the BWSR with the 
goal of effectively coordinating water quality projects or practices funded by the CWF, and 
 
WHEREAS, on June 25, 2014 (Board Resolution # 14-42) the Board: 
 

1.  Authorized staff to finalize, distribute and promote a Request For Proposals (RFP) for the 
FY2015 Clean Water Fund Competitive Grants Program consistent with the provisions of 
appropriations enacted in 2013, Minn. Stat. 103B.3369 and this Board resolution; and, 
 
2.  Adopted the FY2015 Clean Water Fund Competitive Grants Policy; and, 
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WHEREAS, FY 2015 CWF competitive grant funds in the following amounts were made 
available to local governments through the RFP process that was open for applications from 
August 18 to September 26, 2014: 
 

A. $15,434,176 from the CWF appropriated to BWSR, in the following categories: 
1. $9,250,000 for Projects and Practices Grants; 
2. $3,103,543 for Accelerated Implementation Grants; 
3. $1,380,633 for Community Partners Conservation Program Grants; 
4. $1,700,000 for Soil Erosion and Drainage Law Compliance Grants 

B. Up to $3,000,000 of Agricultural Best Management Practices Loan Program CWF Funds 
appropriated to the MDA; and, 

 

WHEREAS, BWSR staff implemented a communication effort that included:  
 

 email notification to eligible grantees on August 18, of the available CWF grant funds;  
 A webinar was held on September 9 to review the grant programs; and 
 a question and answer document was established on the BWSR website to provide an 

accessible information outlet; and, 
 
WHEREAS, local governments throughout the state submitted 125 applications that requested 
$29,999,877 in funds for Projects and Practices projects that were initially assessed by BWSR 
staff and subsequently evaluated by an interagency team consisting of staff from the MDA, the 
DNR, the MPCA, the MDH, and the BWSR based on the following criteria: 
 

Ranking Criteria Maximum Points Possible 

Proposal Description: The proposal description succinctly 
describes what results the applicant is trying to achieve and how 
they intend to achieve those results. 
 

5 

Relationship to the Plan:  The proposal is based on priority 
protection or restoration actions listed in or derived from an 
approved local water management plan.  

15 

Targeting:  The proposal addresses identified critical pollution 
sources impacting the water resource identified in the application. 30 

Measurable Outcomes:  The project or practice has a quantifiable 
reduction in pollution and directly addresses the water quality 
concern identified in the application. 

35 

Project or Practice Readiness:   The proposal has a set of specific 
initiatives that can be implemented soon after grant award.   
 

10 

Biennial Budget Request (BBR):  A BBR was submitted by the 
applicant organization in 2012. 
 

5 

Total Points Available 100 
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WHEREAS, local governments throughout the state submitted 48 applications that requested 
$4,826,770 in funds for Accelerated Implementation projects that were initially assessed by 
BWSR staff and subsequently evaluated by an interagency team consisting of staff from the 
MDA, the DNR, the MPCA, the MDH, and the BWSR based on the following criteria: 
 

Ranking Criteria Maximum Points Possible 

Clarity of the proposal’s goals, standards addressed and 
projected impact on land and water management and enhanced 
effectiveness of future implementation projects or practices.  
 

40 

Relationship to Plan:  The proposal is based on priority 
protection or restoration actions listed in or derived from an 
approved local water management plan. 
 

25 

Means and measures for assessing performance, milestones for 
success, and capacity to measure outcomes. 
 

20 

Timeline for implementation. 
 15 

Total Points Available 100 

 

WHEREAS, local governments throughout the state submitted 14 applications that requested 
$1,559,425 in funds for Community Partners Conservation Program projects that were initially 
assessed by BWSR staff and subsequently evaluated by an interagency team consisting of staff 
from the MDA, the DNR, the MPCA, the MDH, and the BWSR based on the following criteria: 
 

Ranking Criteria Maximum Points Possible 

Clarity of the application’s goals, projected impact, and 
involvement with community partners. 
 

40 

Relationship to Plan:  The proposal is based on priority 
protection or restoration actions listed in or derived from an 
approved local water management plan. 
 

30 

Plan for assessing the proposal’s impact and capacity to measure 
project or practice outcomes. 
 

20 

LGU capacity to implement local grant program processes and 
protocols. 
 

10 

Total Points Available 100 

 

WHEREAS, local governments throughout the state submitted 10 applications that requested 
$727,976 for Soil Erosion and Drainage Law Compliance projects that were evaluated by BWSR 
staff based on the following criteria: 
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Ranking Criteria Maximum Points Possible 

Anticipated water quality benefits.  30 
Relationship to a Plan:  The proposal is clearly based on priority 
protection or restoration actions listed in, or derived from, an 
eligible water management plan. 

15 

Portion of jurisdiction impacted by proposed activity (ies). 
20 

LGU capacity to implement the local grant program processes 
and protocols. 10 
Consistency with Soil Erosion and Drainage Law Compliance 
Grants purposes. 25 

Total Points Available 100 

 

WHEREAS, the BWSR Senior Management Team reviewed the proposed FY 2015 CWF 
Competitive Grant allocations on January 13, 2015; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Grants Program and Policy Committee reviewed the FY2015 CWF 
Competitive Grants Program proposals developed by staff on January 20, 2014. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Board hereby: 
 
1)  Approves allocations to implement the FY 2015 CWF Competitive Grant Program 
according to the attached funding recommendation spreadsheets and the attached scoring 
results and funding recommendations document for the following programs and recommended 
allocation amounts shown below: 
 
    Grant Program      Allocated Funds 

A. Clean Water Assistance Grants    $9,250,000 
B. Accelerated Implementation Grants   $2,922,994 
C. Community Partners Conservation Program Grants $1,359,425 
D. Soil Erosion and Drainage Law Compliance  $610,476 

 
2) Authorizes staff to: 

A.   approve project workplans,  
B.   enter into grant agreements consistent with this resolution and Legislative     
       appropriations, 
C.   Shift funds as follows: 

 Up to $180,549 of Accelerated Implementation Grant funds to the Chisago Chain of 
Lakes Targeted Watershed Demonstration Project, 

 
D. assign funds noted in (1) that may become available, to unfunded project and practices 

applications, in rank order, if funded projects are withdrawn, do not receive workplan 
approval by March 20, 2015 unless extended for cause, or are modified to reduce the 
state funding needed to accomplish the project. 
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___________________________  Date:  ________________________ 

 Brian Napstad, Chair 
 Board of Water and Soil Resources   
 
Attachments: 

1. FY2015 Projects and Practices Grant Recommendations 
2. FY2015 Accelerated Implementation Grant Recommendations 
3. FY2015 Community Partner Conservation Program Grant Recommendations  
4. FY2015 Soil Erosion and Drainage Law Compliance Grant Recommendations 
5. FY2015 Clean Water Fund: Background on Scoring Results and Funding 

Recommendations 
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BOARD OF WATER AND SOIL RESOURCES 

FY2015 Clean Water Fund Competitive Grants 

January 16, 2015 

Applications for the FY2015 Clean Water Fund Competitive Grants were accepted from August 18 
through September 26, 2014. Local governments submitted 197 applications requesting $37,114,048 
in Clean Water Funds. For purposes of reviewing and scoring the applications, they were divided into 
the following categories: 
 

 CWF Competitive Grants: Projects and Practices; Accelerated Implementation; Community 
Partners; and Soil Erosion and Drainage Law Compliance. 

 

The Interagency Scoring Team consisting of staff from BWSR, DNR, MDA, MDH, and MPCA met on 

December 16 to score the CWF Competitive Grants.   The resulting funding recommendations were 

reviewed by the BWSR Senior Management Team on January 13, 2014. 

CWF Competitive Grants. 

The FY2014 CWF Competitive Grants consists of 4 separate funds, as shown below: 

 

FY2014 Competitive CWF 

Competitive Grant Categories 

FY14 Available Funds Requested Funds 

Projects and Practices $9,250,000 $29,999,877 

Accelerated Implementation  $3,103,543 $4,826,770 

Community Partners  $1,380,633 $1,559,425 

Soil Erosion and Drainage Law 

Compliance 
$1,700,000, $727,976 

MDA Ag BMP Loans $3,000,000 $300,000 

Total $18,434,176 $37,414,048 

 
 

Projects and Practices: 
 
Funds used to make investments in on-the-ground projects and practices that will protect or restore 
water quality in lakes, rivers or streams, or will protect groundwater or drinking water. Examples 

 



Row CWF ID Applicant County 

Amount 

Requested

Amount 

Recommended

Match 

Amount Title

 Average 

Score       

(100 pts.) Description

1 C15-2974 Becker SWCD Becker and Clay 398,000$                  398,000$                        $        234,200 

Buffalo Red Shallow Lakes and 

Mainstem Improvement Strategy 95.2

This project will reduce nutrient and sediment delivery to 12 impaired lakes and impaired 

reaches of the Buffalo River. Under this project, 65 Water and sediment control basins and 

80 acres of filter strips will be implemented to meet 28% of the Phosphorus reduction goals 

for lakes in the watershed and as much as 32% of the Phosphorus reduction goal for the 

Buffalo River Mainstem. 

2 C15-7778 Minneapolis, City of Hennepin 399,425$                  399,425$                        $        225,000 Nokomis Neighbors For Clean Water 94.9

This project engages private property owners in a neighborhood scale effort to install up to 

180 stormwater BMPs to protect Lake Nokomis, a water body in Minneapolis impaired for 

excess nutrients. Lake Nokomis is one of the most visited lakes in Minnesota. 

3 C15-7726 Polk, West SWCD Polk 875,300$                  475,000$                        $        118,750 

Sand Hill River Watershed Projects 

and Practices Grant Application 94.4

This project will result in the installation of 18 rock riffles and 2 rock arch rapids to control 

the grade and stabilize the  5 mile channelized reach of the sediment impaired Sand Hill 

River, which contributes thousands of tons of sediment downstream. 

4 C15-5124 Freeborn County Freeborn 494,500$                  494,500$                        $        124,300 2015 Myrtle On-site sewer solutions 93.8

The City of Myrtle is an unsewered community in Freeborn County. Thirty-one of thirty-two 

properties are connected to a community straight pipe, which discharges raw sewage and are 

classified as an imminent threat to public health. This project will provide cost-share 

assistance to 28 low income property owners who are connected to the community straight 

pipe to construct individual sub-surface treatment systems. 

5 C15-4810 Pomme de Terre River Association JPB Multi-County 387,146$                  387,146$                        $          96,787 

2015- Pomme de Terre WRAPS 

Implementation Plan 92.7

This project will result in the implementation of over 50 best management practices being 

installed in addition to the enrollment of up to 1,900 acres in conservation practices resulting 

in reductions of 17,801 tons of sediment and 17,784 pounds of phosphorous from entering 

surface waters yearly in the watershed. 

6 C15-0337 Scott SWCD Scott 136,130$                  136,130$                        $          66,000 

Prior Lake Spring Lake Targeted 

Water Quality BMP Installation 

Project 92.2

This project is a cooperative initiative between the Prior Lake Spring Lake Watershed District, 

the City of Prior Lake, and the Scott SWCD to implement 30 t0 35 on-the-ground best 

management practices that will protect and improve water quality in Spring, Upper Prior and 

Lower Prior Lakes including shoreland buffers, grassed waterways, and native prairie.

7 C15-1438 Pope SWCD Pope 150,000$                  150,000$                        $          37,500 

2015 Lake Minnewaska Targeted Sub 

Watershed Water and Sediment 

Control Project Phase II 92.0

This project will result in the installation of 22 water and sediment control structures in two 

priority sub watersheds with the potential to reduce sediment load by 514  tons per year and 

reduce phosphorus by 440  pounds of year. This will result in meeting 7 % of the phosphorus 

reduction goal for Lake Malmedahl, 11% of the phosphorus goal for Strandness, 40% of the 

Lake Emily phosphorus goal from flowage from Lake Minnewaska. 

8 C15-8500 Benton SWCD Benton 705,000$                  705,000$                        $        176,250 

NE St Cloud Sediment Reduction 

Project 91.9

This project addresses the northeast St. Cloud drainage basin, an older part of town, with 

little to no stormwater treatment within the existing drainage system. The proposed projects 

are estimated to reduce sediment by approximately 11 tons which is 15% of the total 

drainage area loading.

9 C15-1978 Clearwater River WD Meeker 351,906$                  351,906$                        $        131,909 Watkins Area Stormwater Treatment 90.9

Construction of a stormwater treatment facility to treat runoff from 6,500 acre urban and 

agricultural drainage area in and around the City of Watkins, MN. The result is an annual 

phosphorus reduction of 796 pounds to Lake Betsy, the Clearwater River, and the Clearwater 

River Chain of Lakes, as well as an oxygen demand reduction benefit of 10% for the 

Clearwater River.

10 C15-5748 Becker SWCD Becker 257,000$                  257,000$                        $        152,800 

South Branch Wild Rice Sediment 

Reduction Project 90.7

The South Branch Wild Rice Sediment Reduction Project will implement 45 erosion control 

structures and 40 acres of filter strips to reduce sediment loading to the South Branch of the 

Wild Rice River in Becker County.  Fully implemented, this project stands to reduce sediment 

loads leaving the project area by 26% and reduce TSS in the Lower Wild Rice River by 7%. 

11 C15-5947 Polk , East SWCD Polk 253,800$                  253,800$                        $        150,000 

Phase IV Sand Hill River Watershed 

Erosion BMP's 90.6

Phase IV is a continuation (since 2011) to install water and sediment basins located within 

Sand Hill Watershed. 50 water and sediment basins are proposed to be installed with 

sediment reduction estimates of 965 tons per year and phosphorus reduction estimates of 

1,000 pounds per year. 

12 C15-4698 Goodhue SWCD

Goodhue and 

Wabasha 317,984$                  317,984$                        $          80,000 

Protecting and Restoring Water 

Quality in Mississippi River/Lake 

Pepin Watershed 90.5

This project will use a targeted approach to siting conservation efforts in the Mississippi 

River/Lake Pepin Watershed in Goodhue and Wabasha Counties, focusing on the 

construction of multiple targeted BMP’s in priority areas which will provide measureable 

reductions in sediment and phosphorus loadings.

FY 2015 Projects and Practices Funding Recommendations



Row CWF ID Applicant County 

Amount 

Requested

Amount 

Recommended

Match 

Amount Title

 Average 

Score       

(100 pts.) Description

13 C15-6848 Carnelian-Marine-St. Croix WD Washington 108,431$                  108,431$                        $          27,108 

Carnelian Marine St Croix Priority 

Lake TMDL Implementation – 75 

Pound Phosphorus Load Reduction by 

2017 89.4

This project will implement watershed load reduction practices to restore the top priority 

water body in the Carnelian Marine St. Croix Watershed District. Proposed projects include 

two iron-enhanced sand filters, one sand filter, and one ravine stabilization. These projects, 

in total, will reduce annual phosphorus loads by 17 pounds to Goose Lake. 

14 C15-6544 Browns Creek WD Washington 204,350$                  204,350$                        $        139,700 

Brown's Creek Improvement at 

Brown's Creek Park 89.2

Brown's Creek Watershed District is partnering with the City of Stillwater to reduce sediment 

and thermal loading to Brown's Creek from existing impervious gravel parking lot and paved 

roads to achieve water quality goals in this reach of the creek.

15 C15-7832 Middle St. Croix River WMO Washington 142,000$                  142,000$                        $        142,000 

Lake St. Croix Direct Discharge 

Stormwater Retrofits 88.9

This project will address the nutrient impairment of Lake St. Croix through the installation of 

targeted stormwater treatment best management practices as prioritized in the 2014 Lake 

St. Croix Direct Discharge Stormwater Retrofit Assessment. The goal is to install up to 16 Low 

Impact Development practices to reduce pollutant loading to Lake St. Croix by at least 8.0 

pounds phosphorous and 2 tons of sediment. 

16 C15-2843 Snake River Watershed Management Board Pine 312,025$                  312,025$                        $          78,006 

Snake River Watershed WRAPS based 

projects 88.9

The primary focus of this project is riparian restoration on 6.5 miles of targeted tributaries, 

ditches, and wetlands within five sub - watershed areas.  These Best Management Practices 

are estimated to reduce phosphorus loading in the watershed by 1,230 pounds per year, 

which is a 6% reduction toward the phosphorus goal.  In addition, sediment  reduction is 

estimated at  123 tons per year, which is a 67% reduction toward the sediment goal.

17 C15-8417 Scott SWCD Scott 340,080$                  125,000$                        $          31,250 

Lower MN River Targeted Water 

Quality BMP Implementation Project 88.5

This project will result in constructing on-the-ground conservation practices in the targeted 

watersheds and near channel sources. Practices will include grade control structures, grass 

and lined waterways, water and sediment control basins, filter strips, native grasses/prairie, 

lakeshore and streambank stabilization, and alternative tile intakes. 

18 C15-3594 Le Sueur County Le Sueur 325,240$                  325,240$                        $          81,335 Lake Volney Targeted Restoration 88.4

The goal of the Lake Volney Targeted Restoration project is to improve the water quality 

draining to Lake Volney.  The project consists of 8 priority areas that will have 14 Best 

Management Practices installed.

19 C15-9219 Riley-Purgatory-Bluff Creek WD Carver 233,400$                  233,400$                        $          58,350 

Lake Susan Watershed Treatment and 

Stormwater Reuse Enhancements 87.9

This is a joint grant application from the Riley-Purgatory-Bluff Creek Watershed District and 

the City of Chanhassen.  The project has been identified as most cost effective for the 

watershed and will consist of modifying an outlet control structure at a higher elevation that 

will provide increased water quality treatment and the installation of a Minnesota Filter to 

treat dissolved phosphorus. 

20 C15-7604 St. Paul, City of Ramsey 695,000$                  695,000$                        $        200,000 

Trout Brook Urban Stream 

Restoration - Phase II 87.5

This project will harvest storm water from the Trout Brook Interceptor storm sewer, remove 

sediment, and daylight the water to the surface stream and is anticipated to reduce 

phosphorus loading by 96 pounds per year, nitrogen by 960 pounds per year, and sediment 

by 16 tons per year. This restoration project also provides aquatic and terrestrial habitat in 1 

of only 2 designated Metro Conservation Corridors within Saint Paul.

21 C15-8445 Stearns SWCD Stearns 137,050$                  137,050$                        $          34,263 

Cold Spring Southwest Stormwater 

Infiltration Project 87.5

The purpose of this project is to retrofit 24 acres of existing development within a 138 acre 

subcatchment to improve the water quality of Cold Spring Creek which is a designated trout 

stream. This project is a the first phase of a multiphase approach to provide stormwater 

treatment in the 138 acre subcatchment area.

22 C15-1992 Carnelian-Marine-St. Croix WD Washington 98,200$                    98,200$                          $          24,550 

Marine on St. Croix Innovative 

Stormwater Management 

Implementation – Phase 1 87.5

This grant project will result in the  design and construction of a series of water quality 

improvements including 18 rain gardens, 1 bio filtration basin, and 1 sand iron filter in 

Marine on St. Croix. 

23 C15-6291 Capitol Region WD Ramsey 175,000$                  175,000$                        $        150,000 

Retrofitting the Oldest High School in 

MN 87.5

Capitol Region Watershed District is partnering with St. Paul Public Schools to implement a 

variety of Best Management Practices at Central High School that will improve the quality of 

stormwater discharged to the Mississippi River.  Implementing the projects will reduce 

sediment by 86% and total phosphorus by 90% over the target area annually. Additionally, 

95% of the stormwater volume generated in the project area during a one-inch storm will be 

treated through infiltration. 

FY 2015 Projects and Practices Funding Recommendations



Row CWF ID Applicant County 

Amount 

Requested

Amount 

Recommended

Match 

Amount Title

 Average 

Score       

(100 pts.) Description

24 C15-7306 Ramsey Conservation District Ramsey 59,766$                    59,766$                          $          15,000 

Lambert Creek Stream Bank 

Restoration Project 2015 87.3

Lambert Creek  discharges into East Vadnais Lake, which is the final impoundment reservoir 

containing the water supply that the Saint Paul Regional Water Services treats and then 

distributes to thirteen municipalities including the city of St. Paul. The restoration of this area 

will lead to a decrease of phosphorus by 8 pounds per year and sediment by 9 tons per year 

from entering the creek.

25 C15-0866 Chippewa River Watershed Project Pope 271,073$                  271,073$                        $          67,768 

Simon Lake and Lake Gilchrist 

Restoration and Protection in the 

Chippewa River Watershed 87.2

This purpose of this project is to implement 30 of the following best management practices: 

Stream-bank and shoreline restorations, prairie strip and buffer strips on highly erodible 

areas, critical seeding of perennial native species on vulnerable slopes, rotational grazing, 

exclusion fencing and alternative water sources. 

26 C15-1304 Isanti SWCD Isanti 99,736$                    99,736$                          $          24,934 

Green Lakeshore Rehabilitation and 

Stormwater Treatment 86.7

This project will install nearly 800 linear feet of restored lakeshore on Green Lake with an 

emphasis on bioengineering techniques, native plants and buffers. By targeting properties 

that are eroding and/or with concentrated overland flow to the lake,  sediment will be 

reduced by 8 tons per year and  phosphorus will be reduced by approximately 1 per year.   

27 C15-5327 Capitol Region WD Ramsey 200,000$                  200,000$                        $          50,000 

Stormwater Retrofits: East 

Kittsondale Subwatershed 86.4

This project will result in the implementation of a variety of cost-effective BMPs in the East 

Kittsondale subwatershed. Over 100 potential projects have been identified with over 700 

BMP configurations to choose from. Capitol Region Watershed District will be selecting 

projects from the top 50% of the prioritized list.

28 C15-7364 Browns Creek WD Washington 32,250$                    32,250$                          $          10,750 Long Lake - Stormwater Pond Retrofit 86.3

Partnering with the City of Oak Park Heights, Brown's Creek Watershed District will retrofit 

an existing stormwater pond to eliminate pond short circuiting and improve water quality in 

Long Lake.

29 C15-8972 Chisago SWCD Chisago 150,000$                  150,000$                        $          37,500 

Dry Creek Watershed Gully 

Stabilization Project 86.2

Two large, actively eroding gullies are contributing tremendous loads of phosphorus and 

sediment to the St. Croix River. Both of these perennial issues are located along the St. Croix 

River escarpment. Stabilizing these two gullies will greatly reduce the sediment and 

phosphorus loading to the St. Croix River, which will help meet the pollutant reduction goal 

of Lake St. Croix. 

30 C15-8948 Red Lake SWCD Red Lake 277,500$                  277,500$                        $          69,375 

2015 Cyr Creek, Black River, and Red 

Lake River Sub-Watersheds Water 

Quality Improvement Projects 86.2

Targeting priority reaches to the Red River, this project will include but is not limited to 

installing grade stabilization structures, grassed waterways, and water and sediment basins 

to correct the erosion that is occurring.  The twelve proposed practices are estimated to 

result in a sediment reduction of 590 tons per year and a phosphorus reduction of 690 

pounds per year.

31 C15-4412 Middle Fork Crow River WD Kandiyohi 176,000$                  176,000$                        $          52,434 

Diamond Lake TMDL Implementation 

Projects 86.2

The purpose of this project is to  reduce the phosphorus loading to Diamond Lake through 

wetland restoration, water and sediment control basins, side inlet controls, and buffer strips. 

The reduction of phosphorus load associated with these practices is estimated to achieve 55 

percent of the overall pollutant reduction goal. 

32 C15-0452 Nobles SWCD Nobles 264,700$                  264,700$                        $          66,175 

2015 - Rock River Bacterial 

Impairment Reduction Project 85.5

Environmental correction of a targeted concern identified as part of Level III animal 

agriculture inventories prioritized in a FY-2014 Clean Water Fund Accelerated 

Implementation Grant. This project will reduce bacterial loading by 87% off of this priority 

site.

33 C15-7249 Wright SWCD Wright 143,625$                  143,625$                        $          36,000 

Crow River Gully Stabilization to 

Reduce Turbidity Phase Two 85.5

This project will reduce the amount of sediment (225 tons per year) and phosphorus (250 

pounds per year) being exported from the targeted stretch of the Crow River by constructing 

grade stabilization structures and water and sediment control basins at the headward 

eroding tops of these gullies.

34 C15-8106 Benton SWCD Benton;Morrison 227,500$                  227,500$                        $          56,875 

Little Rock Lake TMDL 

Implementation Project 85.1

This project is a continuation of a 2012 clean water fund grant.  The purpose of this project is 

to continue implementation strategies at numerous sites to continue cleaning up Little Rock 

Lake. 

35 C15-2077 Olmsted SWCD Olmsted 400,000$                  400,000$                        $        100,000 

Using Wetland Creation and Natural 

Stream Channel Restoration to 

Provide Water Quality Improvement 

and Protection for the South Branch 

Cascade Creek 84.7

The purpose of this project is to construct wetland basins on the Meadow Lake Golf Course 

to provide water quality improvement on a previously untreated branch that flows into the 

upper end of Cascade Creek.  The wetland basins created will provide stormwater treatment, 

sediment storage and flood attenuation that will complement the overall South Branch of 

Cascade Creek project. 

FY 2015 Projects and Practices Funding Recommendations



Row CWF ID Applicant County 

Amount 

Requested

Amount 

Recommended

Match 

Amount Title

 Average 

Score       

(100 pts.) Description

36 C15-9237 Red Lake SWCD Red Lake 202,500$                  66,263$                          $          16,566 

2015 Terrebonne Creek, Beau Gerlot 

Creek, and Lower Badger Creek Sub-

Watersheds Water Quality 

Improvement Projects 84.5

The Clearwater River is sediment impaired.  The five proposed conservation practices are 

estimated to result in a sediment reduction of 123 tons per year and a phosphorus reduction 

of 118 pounds per year to the Clearwater River.

Total 9,250,000$                    $     3,163,435 

37 C15-8244 Turtle Creek WD Freeborn 130,000$                  -$                                $        130,000 

Geneva Lake Targeted Watershed 

Improvement Project 84.2

Geneva Lake is a shallow lake, located in south central Minnesota. This project is phase one 

of an overall watershed initiative. This project targets one of the highest pollutant yielding 

sub watersheds and utilizes a treatment train approach to reduce pollutants from that sub 

watershed.

38 C15-4107 Stearns SWCD Stearns 333,750$                  -$                                $          83,438 

Targeted Pollutant Reduction Project 

for the Sauk River Chain of Lakes 84.2

This project will provide targeted pollution reduction practice placement for water quality 

improvement erosion control and shoreland sites in the watersheds contributing directly to 

the Sauk River Chain of Lakes.

39 C15-7136 Capitol Region WD Ramsey 100,000$                  -$                                $          50,000 

Trout Brook Subwatershed 

Stormwater improvement Project 84.1

The purpose of this project is to construct a 3,000 square foot rain garden to capture and 

infiltrate runoff from an 8-acre subwatershed and conduct swale improvements upstream of 

the rain garden to provide pre-treatment of runoff and minimize sediment loading to the rain 

garden. On an annual basis, this would reduce stormwater volumes by approximately 

135,000 cubic feet, phosphorus loading by nearly 3 pounds and sediment by almost 500 

pounds.

40 C15-6745 Rice County Rice 45,590$                    -$                                $          11,398 

Cannon River Wilderness Phosphorus 

and Sediment Reduction Project 84.1

The purpose of this project is to create 9 sediment basins within the Middle Cannon River 

Watershed.  This project is projected to decrease sediment into the Cannon River by 195 tons 

per year and phosphorus by 196  pounds per year.

41 C15-6651 South Washington WD Washington 1,398,800$            -$                                $        349,700 Wilmes Lake Watershed Retrofit 83.9

This project continues the restoration of Wilmes Lake through implementation of several 

BMPs identified in the completed Wilmes Lake retrofit analysis. These practices represent 

the most cost effective solution to fix listed impairments. T

42 C15-8915 Plymouth, City of Hennepin 525,000$                  -$                                $        175,000 Elm Creek Stream Restoration 83.8

This project will stabilize Elm Creek streambanks, add rock vanes, riffles, establish a native 

buffer, and enhance habitat in and near the stream. This is a cooperative project between 

the City of Plymouth, the Elm Creek Watershed Commission, and the Wayzata School 

District.

43 C15-3114 Burnsville, City of Dakota 398,000$                  -$                                $        480,000 
Keller Lake Water Quality Improvement 

Project 83.6

The purpose of this project is to reduce phosphorus loading into the nutrient impaired Keller 

Lake.  The project proposes to remove phosphorus from Crystal Beach Park by diverting the 

trunk storm sewer systems to a treatment train consisting of pre-treatment chambers, 

underground retention vault, and a filter drawdown system.

44 C15-6881 Nobles SWCD Nobles 124,124$                  -$                                $          36,175 

2015 - Elk Creek Sediment Reduction 

Grant 83.5

The sub-watershed targeted as part of this application is listed as having a higher erosion 

probability and is a priority area within the Elk Creek Watershed.  Multiple sediment 

reduction projects will be installed within this area of Elk Creek which is tributary to  Rock 

River. Targeted projects were identified through use of the Rock River Watershed Terrain 

Analysis funded through the FY-2013 Clean Water Fund Accelerated Implementation Grant. 

The sub-watershed targeted as part of this application is listed as having a higher erosion 

probability and a priority area within the Elk Creek Watershed.

45 C15-7095 Lake of the Woods SWCD Lake of the Woods 140,000$                  -$                                $          35,000 

Lake of the Woods Shoreline 

Stabilization Projects 83.4

Lake of the Woods is impaired for nutrients . This project will utilize the State Cost Share 

model to implement shoreline erosion control projects and best management practices on 

private lands on the southern shore of Lake of the Woods. These practices will reduce 

nutrient loading in Four Mile Bay and Lake of the Woods.

46 C15-1334 Pope SWCD Pope 184,800$                  -$                                $          47,500 

2015 Lake Emily Targeted Sub-

Watershed Implementation Project 83.4

This project will target the highest contributing direct drainage areas  and has the potential 

to reduce the sediment by 630 tons per year and  phosphorus by 540 pounds per year which 

will address 9% of Lake Emily's TP reduction goal for direct drainage from storm water runoff.

47 C15-7300 Wright SWCD Wright 172,700$                  -$                                $          43,175 Dean Lake Sand/Iron Filter 83.3

Though the technical assistance  from the University of Minnesota, an iron enhanced sand 

infiltration trench will treat the wetland flow. Once installed, chemical analysis will be 

conducted by the SWCD to evaluate the effectiveness of this project. Literature supports an 

80% reduction of Phosphorus from this source would be expected from this proposed 

practice. 
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48 C15-7118 Columbia Heights, City of Anoka 134,200$                  -$                                $          67,100 

Silver Lake Boat Landing Stormwater 

Retrofits 83.2

The City of Columbia Heights, as part of the Silver Lake TMDL Implementation Plan, proposes 

to redesign an existing stormwater treatment pond to enhance phosphorous removal 

efficiency resulting in reduced nutrient inputs into Silver Lake.

49 C15-3838 Wilkin SWCD Wilkin 210,650$                  -$                                $        187,150 Ditch Retrofits for Water Quality 83.0

This water quality improvement project involves retrofitting three County Ditches by 

incorporating 60 side inlet structure and a continuous berm along these ditches. The project 

will reduce sediment loading by 670 tons per year and phosphorus loading by 900 pounds 

per year.

50 C15-2776 Lake SWCD Lake 351,000$                  -$                                $          87,750 Stewart River Restoration 82.5

This project proposes to restore 4500 feet of the Stewart River, a high value designated trout 

stream.  Expected outcomes include: 97% decrease in sediment (752 to 19 tons per year) 

from bank erosion; improved temperatures, base flow volume and habitat for trout and 

other aquatic organisms; restored floodplain connectivity and overall ecological function.

51 C15-8338 Greater Blue Earth River Basin Alliance Multi-County 540,000$                  -$                                $        135,000 

GBERBA - Targeted FY15 Ravines and 

Gullies Grant 82.5

The Greater Blue Earth River Basin Alliance members will install best management practices 

to address targeted severe ravines and gullies directly affecting the riparian area within the 

Greater Blue Earth River Watershed. The majority of the requested grant dollars are ear 

marked for eight identified targeted projects. Several other projects are in the early stages of 

the process and will be encumbered when the grant is available.

52 C15-5723 South Washington WD Washington 232,000$                  -$                                $          58,000 Trout Brook Ravines Stabilization 80.9

South Washington Watershed District and its partners propose to continue restoration of the 

Trout Brook watershed to restore water quality in Trout Brook and help provide necessary 

phosphorus load reductions for Lake St. Croix by stabilizing active bluff side ravines.

53 C15-0902 Buffalo-Red River WD Clay 170,000$                  -$                                $          50,000 

Clay County Ditches 39 and 59 

Sediment Reduction 80.7

The Buffalo River carries excessive sediment and  needs a 94% reduction on sediment loads. 

A project is proposed on two Clay County ditches to reduce the sediment loading to the 

Buffalo River. An estimated annual 950 tons of sediment and 1,100 pounds of phosphorus 

will be eliminated by this project. 

54 C15-0552 Brown SWCD Brown 279,950$                  -$                                $          70,000 

Brown SWCD Grade Stabilization 

Sediment and Nutrient Reduction 

Project 80.4

The purpose of this project will result in the implementation of 150 feet of shoreland 

stabilization projects and 6 grade stabilization projects . The activities will reduce sediment 

and phosphorus loading to the Cottonwood River, immediate tributaries to the Minnesota 

River, and the Minnesota River itself by 1,338 tons of sediment and 1,338 pounds of 

phosphorus annually. 

55 C15-5429 Otter Tail, East SWCD Otter Tail 190,000$                  -$                                $          47,500 

Otter Tail County Priority Lake 

Protection and Restoration Project 80.2

This project will target and prioritize the installation of identified best management practices 

including rain gardens, infiltration ponds, shoreland buffers and other appropriate 

stormwater practices that will address the water quality issues identified in the recently 

completed individual lake assessment reports for the locally prioritized lakes of concern in 

Otter Tail County.

56 C15-7649 Lake of the Woods County Lake of the Woods 50,000$                    -$                                $          31,500 

County Road 17 - Sediment/Erosion 

Reduction Project 80.1

Through discussions at Local Water Plan meetings, it was determined that the reconstruction 

of this road would provide an opportunity to work with agricultural producers to control field 

erosion at the points where surface field drainage enters the road ditches or streams. Row 

crop fields have been identified along the county road where practices could be installed.

57 C15-4054 Rock County Rock 185,187$                  -$                                $          47,000 

City of Luverne and Rock County 

Rural Water Well Head Area 

Protection 80.0

Spring storms delivered intense rainfalls and extensive flooding in Rock County causing 

extensive stream bank erosion and established new channelization and direction of the Rock 

River. One site of severe bank erosion and re-routing of the Rock River has the potential of 

eroding an abandoned landfill. If the stream bank damage is not corrected and stabilized, the 

exposure of the old landfill could potentially contaminate the well head areas of the City of 

Luverne  and the Rock County Rural Water Supply.  

58 C15-6164 Anoka CD Anoka 800,000$                  -$                                $        200,000 Mississippi Riverbank Stabilization 79.8

 This project proposes to work with public and private landowners to stabilize severely 

eroding riverbanks along the Mississippi River upstream of t he Coon Rapids Dam. 

59 C15-1042 Vermillion River Watershed JPO Dakota 100,000$                  -$                                $          50,000 

Vermillion River Watershed Trees 

Aiding Water Quality (TAWQ) Project 79.7

The Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization proposes to implement a program 

called Trees Aiding Water Quality in a targeted portion of the watershed. This proposal 

would assist the watershed in providing additional incentives to landowners to plant trees 

and shrubs within 50 feet of the river in critically identified reaches. 

FY 2015 Projects and Practices Funding Recommendations



Row CWF ID Applicant County 

Amount 

Requested

Amount 

Recommended

Match 

Amount Title

 Average 

Score       

(100 pts.) Description

60 C15-0591 Medina, City of Hennepin 281,000$                  -$                                $          93,625 

Elm Creek Stormwater Retrofit for 

Medina Commercial Area 78.9

This shovel ready project is designed to improve water quality, reduce erosion and decrease 

flow rates to Elm Creek. The project includes retrofitting a two cell pond and iron-enhanced 

filtration system to reduce total phosphorus by 42 pounds per year, remove 8 tons of 

sediment and reduce peak flow rates by half for an existing 23-acre commercial area within 

1000-feet of Elm Creek.

61 C15-1802 Greater Blue Earth River Basin Alliance Multi-County 228,125$                  -$                                $          57,031 

GBERBA - FY15 Drainage Water 

Management Grant 78.8

The Greater Blue Earth River Basin Alliance will install targeted drainage water management 

practices on ditch systems throughout the watershed to address direct sediment/nutrient 

delivery points in public and private drainage systems. The 2011 Cobb River Ditch 

Conservation Drainage Assessment Final Report will help guide the work.

62 C15-8000 Dakota SWCD Dakota 300,000$                  -$                                $          75,000 

2015 Dakota County Clean Water 

Retrofit Partnership 78.7

This project retrofits stormwater Best Management Practices on public land to assist 

partnering Local Government Units to achieve water quality goals identified in their local 

stormwater plans, TMDLs and WRAPS reports. 

63 C15-8795 Stearns SWCD Stearns 197,920$                  -$                                $          49,480 Paynesville North Regional Pond 78.4

A regional infiltration/bioretention basin will be constructed to capture and treat stormwater 

runoff coming from the City of Paynesville's industrial area.

64 C15-8460 Renville SWCD Renville 41,500$                    -$                                $          10,375 Lake Allie Bank Stabilization 78.2

Renville County SWCD along with Lake Allie Lake Association, MNDNR, CROW Organization of 

Water, and Renville County propose to implement a natural revetment using root wads along 

an eroding bank that would decrease phosphorus entering the lake by more than 30 pound 

per year. 

65 C15-4500 Fillmore SWCD Fillmore 42,570$                    -$                                $          43,818 

Livestock Nutrient Reduction in Root 

River - Middle Branch Root River 

Watershed 78.0

The purpose of this livestock waste management project is to construct an open lot feedlot 

runoff control system  within the Middle Branch Root River watershed, which is a sub-

watershed to the larger Root River watershed.

66 C15-0276 Nobles SWCD Nobles 133,539$                  -$                                $          43,873 

2015 - Kanaranzi Creek and Little 

Rock River Sediment Reduction Grant 77.8

Projects and practices prioritized and targeted to reduce sediment loading to the sediment 

impaired Kanaranzi Creek and the Little Rock River. The Kanaranzi Creek and the Little Rock 

River are managed as one watershed as part of the Kanaranzi - Little Rock Watershed District. 

67 C15-3839 Fillmore SWCD Fillmore 109,469$                  -$                                $        106,100 

Livestock Nutrient Reduction in Root 

River - Diamond Creek Watershed 77.6

The purpose of this livestock waste management project is to construct two roof structures 

to cover the open lot areas within the Diamond Creek watershed, which is a sub watershed 

to the larger Root River watershed.

68 C15-2982 Pennington SWCD Pennington 105,000$                  -$                                $          26,250 

2015 - Drinking Water Supply Area 

Streambank Stabilizations 77.1

This project will target the restoration of high priority streambank stabilization projects 

located upstream of the reservoir in Thief River Falls. Reducing the amount of sediment 

entering these river courses is of more importance than a typical streambank stabilization as 

the City draws its drinking water from the reservoir. 

69 C15-5103 Ramsey-Washington Metro WD

Ramsey;

 Washington 800,000$                  -$                                $        200,000 

Targeting Commercial Sites for BMP 

Retrofits 77.0

Ramsey-Washington Metro Watershed District has determined that large impervious sites 

such as churches, commercial sites, and schools are more economical for stormwater 

management retrofit projects than distributed small projects along roadways. The goal of 

this project is to receive funds to implement practices on as many sites as possible to meet 

stormwater volume and nutrient reduction goals. 

70 C15-8405 Benton SWCD Benton 120,000$                  -$                                $          30,000 

Green Roofs Blue Waters Mississippi 

River Renaissance Project 76.8

Protecting the Mississippi River corridor and reducing sediment and nutrient impacts in the 

Mississippi River became the focus of the Mississippi River Renaissance project in Stearns 

and Benton counties. Thirty four site assessments were completed, prioritized and ranked in 

Benton County. This project will install many of the projects with a focus primarily on 

reducing sediment and suspended solids.

71 C15-7178 Winona SWCD Winona 180,802$                  -$                                $        241,091 

2015 Winona County Gully 

Stabilization and Sediment Control 

Initiative 76.8

The purpose of this project is to reduce turbidity levels by the stabilization of active gulley 

heads and capturing upland sediment in grade stabilization structures, ponds, and water and 

sediment control structures in targeted locations within Winona County.

72 C15-9399 Chisago SWCD Chisago 50,000$                    -$                                $          12,500 AgEQA Project Implementation 76.1

This project is designed to allow agriculture and conservation professionals equal access into 

farm conservation assessment, planning and management. It is also designed for an efficient 

means to account for and value land management strategies within the context of meeting 

Total Maximum Daily Load limits in the Sunrise Watershed.
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73 C15-2748 Chippewa SWCD Chippewa 67,940$                    -$                                $          16,985 

Dry Weather Creek and Chippewa 

County Road 35 Streambank Erosion 

Stabilization Project 75.6

The purpose of this project is to armor the bank with bio-engineering techniques such as tow 

mats, root wads and/or stream barbs to help move the channel back away from a county 

road and reduce the amount of sediment and nutrients entering  into the creek and 

subsequently the Chippewa River. 

74 C15-6205 Chisago SWCD

Chisago;

Washington 250,000$                  -$                                $          62,500 St. Croix River LCCMR Projects 75.5

The Chisago SWCD and Washington Conservation District have completed Rural Stormwater 

Retrofit Analyses in areas that were identified as potential risks to water quality from soil 

erosion, proximity to waterbodies, and sensitive wildlife corridors.  The Districts identified 

hundreds of risks, their pollutant loading, applicable BMPs, and associated costs. . The 

Districts will install up to 10  conservation practices and remove an estimated 125 pounds of 

phosphorus per year. 

75 C15-2076 Pipestone SWCD Pipestone 90,000$                    -$                                $          22,500 

2015-LPRW Holland Wellfield 

Nitrogen Management 75.2

The use of nitrogen stabilizer products has been proven by the University of Minnesota to 

delay the change of nitrogen fertilizer into a leachable form. In doing so, the nitrogen is 

available for the growing crop to use rather than be lost to the environment. The purpose of 

this project is to promote the use of stabilizer products and cover crops within the Holland 

Wellfield. 

76 C15-0903 Fillmore SWCD Fillmore 67,930$                    -$                                $          17,500 

Livestock Nutrient Reduction in 

Upper Iowa River - Upper Iowa River 

Watershed 75.2

The purpose of this livestock waste management project is to construct an open lot feedlot 

runoff control system  within the Upper Iowa River watershed, which is a sub-watershed to 

the larger Upper Iowa River.

77 C15-5480 Otter Tail, West SWCD Otter Tail 148,372$                  -$                                $          40,000 

Otter Tail County Buffer Expansion 

and Protection Strategy 74.5

In March 2014, the West and East Otter Tail Soil and Water Conservation District and Otter 

Tail County developed the Otter Tail County Buffer Initiative Implementation Schedule. This 

project will target and prioritize riparian filter strips and incentivize the expansion beyond 

the minimum 50 ft. buffer requirement with a goal of protecting 25 miles of shoreline.  

78 C15-6175 Todd SWCD Todd 68,650$                    -$                                $          17,163 Swan River Watershed Restoration 74.4

Continue previous efforts to restore and stabilize residential shoreland areas throughout the 

headwaters of the Swan River Watershed to restore degraded lakes and protect high quality 

lakes.  An estimated 262 tons per year of sediment is currently being lost along the 996 feet 

of heavily impacted residential shoreline. Restoration techniques include soft armor, hard 

armor, native plantings and shoreland vegetation establishment. 

79 C15-3460 Wadena SWCD Wadena 110,700$                  -$                                $          27,675 

Crow Wing Watershed Protection and 

Restoration in Wadena County 74.0

Provide cost share incentives to landowners to implement identified best management 

practices including rain gardens, stream bank stabilizations, shoreline buffers and agricultural 

practices. These practices will intersect storm water, filter sediment and reduce nutrient 

loads to improve the water quality of the targeted areas in the Crow Wing River Watershed. 

80 C15-3320 Fridley, City of Anoka 493,100$                  -$                                $        152,900 

2015 Street Retrofit Project - 

Stormwater Quality Improvements 73.9

This proposed project aims to improve the quality of stormwater discharged to the 

Mississippi River. The project area is slated for street construction in 2015.  Using a 

combination of bioretention (0.6 acres at 14-18 sites), roadway narrowing/depaving (0.3 

acres), and underground storage (0.45 acre-feet) practices, this project will provide over a 

25% reduction in both sediment discharge and total phosphorus to the Mississippi River from 

the proposed project area. 

81 C15-1720 New Hope, City of Hennepin 400,000$                  -$                                $        205,872 

Northwood Lake Stormwater 

Improvements 73.7

Redirect 89 acres of existing residential drainage in the City of New Hope, currently 

discharging directly into Northwood Lake, through a series of water quality and volume 

control BMPs. 

82 C15-0645 Kandiyohi SWCD Kandiyohi 175,000$                  -$                                $          45,500 

Kandiyohi Lakeshore and Streambank 

Stabilization and Restoration 72.1

This project will enhance the ability to stabilize and restore degrading shorelines and stream 

banks in the Norway chain of lakes in the Upper Shakopee Creek Watershed.  The project will 

eliminate sediment erosion and reduce nitrogen and phosphorus transportation by 

implementing shoreline restoration best management practices reducing phosphorus inputs 

to the lake system by 95 pounds per year and sediment by 112 tons per year. 

83 C15-3845 Valley Branch WD Washington 224,000$                  -$                                $          56,000 

Lake Elmo Village Water Quality 

Improvement Project 71.5

The downtown area of Lake Elmo is the most densely developed area of the Downs Lake 

watershed. It was developed long before current stormwater management standards were in 

place, providing little-to-no existing water quality treatment. Within the next two years, the 

main roads through the village will be reconstructed. This reconstruction provides a once-in-a-

lifetime opportunity to use innovative technology to both manage village stormwater and 

create an attractive and pedestrian-friendly atmosphere for the downtown. 
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84 C15-8274 Chanhassen, City of Carver 59,000$                    -$                                $          50,000 Crane's Vineyard Ravine Stabilization 71.3

This project will stabilize a ravine that receives drainage from a watershed approximately 75 

acres in size. Sanitary sewer intersects the channel and has become exposed no fewer than 5 

times in the last 9 years. A significant sediment delta has developed at the confluence with 

Christmas Lake. The stabilization of the ravine will result in an annual sediment load 

reduction of 16 tons of soil and an annual phosphorus load reduction of 6 pounds per year.

85 C15-9256 Belle Plaine, City of Scott 180,600$                  -$                                $          45,150 City of Belle Plaine - Blaha Ravine 71.1

The Blaha Ravine project will stabilize the existing ravine and provide storm water treatment 

to an 76.9 acre drainage area where no treatment is currently in place.  The combined 

improvements are anticipated to remove 70% of total suspended solids, 60% of total 

phosphorus, and 60% of total nitrogen from the storm water.

86 C15-3464 Mille Lacs SWCD Mille Lacs 472,894$                  -$                                $        118,224 CSAH 1 / Rum River Bank Stabilization 70.5

This project will investigate causes leading to streambank slumping of a 700 to 1000 foot 

section of shoreline on the Rum River. Mille Lacs County Road 1 sits at the top of the bank 

and the road right of way has experienced severe erosion after a series of large rain events. 

Efforts by the Mille Lacs Public Works Department to stabilize the shoulder for safety 

purposes have resulted in additional fissures in the soil. Without stabilization, this site will 

continue to lose 248 tons of sediment into the Rum River each year. 

87 C15-1733 Todd SWCD Todd 77,280$                    -$                                $          21,600 

2015 - Livestock Waste Management - 

Todd County 70.4

A 210 animal unit dairy in Todd County is ready to install best management practices needed 

to prevent discharge to surface waters and wetlands. Livestock waste management practices 

installed will include a stacking slab, nutrient management, vegetation strips, and re-sloping 

and berming. Phosphorus is estimated to be reduced by 32 pounds per year.

88 C15-7031 Otter Tail, West SWCD Otter Tail 210,550$                  -$                                $          56,000 

Pelican and Otter Tail Watershed 

Erosion Control Plan 70.4

This project will result in the implementation of various conservation practices including 10 

water and sediment control basins, 3 grade stabilization projects and 25 critical area 

plantings within the Pelican and Ottertail Rivers. This will result in 491 tons of sediment and 

245 pounds of phosphorus removed from surface water yearly. 

89 C15-4322 Bloomington, City of Hennepin 50,000$                    -$                                $          15,000 2015 Anti-Icing Production Upgrades 70.2

This project will result in improvements to Anti-Icing/Brine making capabilities allowing for 

faster response, 100% completion, increased potential for collaboration with other local 

agencies all in an effort to reduce chloride use in the City and Nine Mile Creek Watershed.

90 C15-4859 Buffalo-Red River WD Clay 82,000$                    -$                                $          23,000 

Clay County Ditch No. 23 Sediment 

Reduction 69.7

The Red River of the North is impaired for sediment and is trending higher in the amount of 

sediment it is carrying. This project, which addresses the outlet of a Clay County ditch,  

begins to address the excessive sediment load carried by the River.

91 C15-1743 Roseau River WD Roseau 84,000$                    -$                                $          28,000 County Ditch 8 Outlet Stabilization 68.6

The goal of this project would be to attenuate the force of flows out of a county ditch and 

work with landowners to put conservation practices in place on the field drains. A secondary 

benefit of the project is reducing the stressors on the banks of the natural draw thereby 

reducing erosion and improving downstream aquatic habitats.

92 C15-1851 Wabasha SWCD Wabasha 82,200$                    -$                                $          20,550 2015 CWF Bear Valley Watershed 68.5

The purpose of this project is to treat 2 sinkholes and is expected to result in a sediment 

saving approximately 2,500 tons per year.  The phosphorous reduction amount is estimated 

at 793 pounds per year. It is believed, and some studies show that unfiltered water travelling 

through sinkholes affects groundwater and stream health. 

93 C15-2817 St Louis County St. Louis 156,000$                  -$                                $          75,000 

2015 St Louis County Imminent Public 

Health Threat SSTS Abatement 

Program 68.4

This project will provide twelve low income property owners in 8 watersheds within the 

County boundaries with the means to obtain site evaluation, design and repair or 

replacement of their failed septic systems to improve the health, safety and quality of the 

local environment by eliminating ground surface discharge of into the watersheds and 

private drinking water wells. 

94 C15-0748 Carver County Carver 400,000$                  -$                                $        400,000 

City of Waconia Community 

Stormwater Reuse Project 67.5

This project will install a community-scale water reuse system that will capture untreated 

stormwater and reduce pollutant loading to Bent Creek. This collaborative project with 

Carver County, Carver County Soil and Water Conservation District, City of Waconia and 

Independent School District 110 will service an approximated 252 acre drainage area by 

retaining and reusing 11.6 acre feet of previously untreated volume annually.
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95 C15-7310 Steele County SWCD Steele 79,420$                    -$                                $          20,900 

Straight River Sediment Reduction 

Project 64.8

The Straight River is one of the headwater branches of the Cannon River which outlets in the 

Mississippi River. This project will result in the reduction of erosion on four sites using 

various conservation practices.  These practices will remove a total of 300 tons of sediment 

and 345 pounds of phosphorous from runoff water. 

96 C15-3702 Crow River Organization of Water Meeker 114,000$                  -$                                $          28,500 

Lake Manuella/Sucker Creek 

Improvements 64.3

The proposed project will improve two valuable resources in this region of the State - Sucker 

Creek and Lake Manuella by replacing a 60-inch culvert with a large culvert. This  will stabilize 

the unnatural erosion that is occurring along the banks of the stream which is near Lake 

Manuella.

97 C15-9022 Morrison SWCD Morrison 364,250$                  -$                                $          91,063 FY15 CWF Feedlot Abatement 63.0

This project targets a dairy farm that has a pollution problem affecting the Swan River 

Watershed. The Swan River has been delisted on the Impaired Waters  However, it is still a 

target area of concern for continued protection. .

98 C15-5441 Douglas SWCD Douglas 90,885$                    -$                                $          22,850 

Douglas SWCD Chippewa River 

Watershed Erosion Control 61.7

Provide cost-share to Douglas County landowners within the sediment impaired Chippewa 

River Watershed for erosion control practices. Funds will also be used for technical assistance 

and grant management.

99 C15-6957 Morrison SWCD Morrison 102,750$                  -$                                $          25,688 

FY15 CWF Mississippi River Flood 

Erosion Repair 61.6

Due to excessive rainfall and storm events, several severe erosion sites on the Mississippi 

River have occurred depositing vast loads of sediment in the river and threatening homes 

and structures. These sites, if not stabilized, will continue to deposit thousands of yards of 

sediment, threatening an already impaired reach of the river. 

100 C15-8663 Morrison SWCD Morrison 91,875$                    -$                                $          30,625 

FY15 CWF City of Little 

Falls/Mississippi River Stormwater 

Control Project 61.3

The City of Little Falls has 19 storm sewer outfalls but only three have treatment structures. 

This project will result in the installation of a grit chamber on one outfall that has the  largest 

impact. resulting in an additional 210 acres of runoff treated to remove grit and debris from 

entering the Mississippi River.
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include stormwater practices, agricultural conservation, livestock waste management, lakeshore and 
stream bank stabilization, stream restoration, and SSTS upgrades.  
 
A total of 125 applications for Projects and Practices Grant Funds were received. Of this total, 100 
applications were scored. Thirty-one applications were assessed as low (29 applications) by BWSR 
staff or determined to be ineligible (2 applications). Six applications screened as low by BWSR staff 
were petitioned by other agencies to be scored by the interagency review team.  The criteria used in 
the BWSR assessments and interagency scoring are shown below. 
 

Projects and Practices Ranking Criteria 

Ranking Criteria 
Maximum Points 

Possible 

Project Description: The project description succinctly describes what 

results the applicant is trying to achieve and how they intend to achieve 

those results.                                                          

5 

Relationship to the Plan:  The proposal is based on priority protection or 

restoration actions listed in or derived from an approved local water 

management plan. 

15 

Targeting:  The proposed project addresses identified critical pollution 

sources impacting the water resource identified in the application. 
30 

Measurable Outcomes: The proposed project has a quantifiable 

reduction in pollution and directly addresses the water quality concern 

identified in the application.   

35 

Project Readiness:   The application has a set of specific activities that 

can be implemented soon after grant award.   
10 

Biennial Budget Request (BBR):  A BBR was submitted by the applicant 

organization in 2012.    
5 

Total Points Available 100 

 
Recommendation: 

1. Fully fund the highest scoring 35 applications (with exceptions noted below) and partially fund 
the 36th (CWF15-9237, Red Lake SWCD).  

2. CWF 15-7726 West Polk SWCD (#3) is recommended to receive partial funding in the amount 
of $475,000 due to applicant specify a lesser amount would be acceptable. CWF 15-8417 Scott 
County SWCD (#17) is recommended to receive partial funding in the amount of $125,000 due 
to overlap with the FY 2015 Scott WMO Sand Creek Targeted Watershed Demonstration 
Program Grant.   
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Accelerated Implementation Grants: 
 
Before on-the-ground clean water projects get implemented, there is the need for pre-project 

identification, planning and design. This grant invests in building capacity for local governments to 

accelerate on-the-ground projects that improve or protect water quality and perform above and 

beyond existing standards. Whether it is conducting inventories of potential pollutant sites, 

developing and using analytical targeting tools, providing technical assistance or increasing citizen 

interaction, local governments will be better prepared to increase the installation of water quality 

projects and practices after receiving these grants. 

 A total of 48 applications for Accelerated Implementation Grant Funds were received. Of this total, 

39 applications were scored. Ten applications were assessed as low (8 applications) by BWSR staff or 

determined to be ineligible (2 applications). One application screened as low by BWSR staff was 

petitioned by other agencies to be scored by the interagency review team.  The criteria used in the 

BWSR assessments and interagency scoring are shown below. 

Clean Water Accelerated Implementation Grants Ranking Criteria 

Ranking Criteria 
Maximum Points 

Possible 

Clarity of project’s goals, standards addressed and projected impact on 
land and water management and enhanced effectiveness of future 
implementation projects.  

40 

Prioritization and Relationship to Plan:  The proposal is based on 
priority protection or restoration actions listed in or derived from an 
approved local water management plan or address pollutant load 
reductions prescribed in an approved TMDL. 

25 

Means and measures for assessing the program’s impact and capacity 
to measure project outcomes. 

20 

Timel    Timeline for implementation. 15 

Total Points Available 100 

 
Recommendation: 
1. Fully fund the 33 highest scored applications with exceptions noted below.  

2. Project C15-5164 (#12) is recommended to receive partial funding. Concerns over the large project 

cost in comparison to other projects of similar nature resulted in staff contacting the applicant.   As a 

result of this communication, the project is proposed to go forward with a budget of $332,800. 

Project C15-4509 (#22) is recommended not to receive funding due to the project being ineligible and 

proposing the development of a new targeting tool that overlaps current tools being piloted through 

the One Watershed, One Plan pilot watersheds.    
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Community Partners Grants: 
 
These sub-grant funds leverage the interest of non-governmental partners such as faith organizations, 

lake and river associations, boy/girl scout troops, and other civic groups, to install on-the ground 

projects that reduce runoff and keep water on the land.  Examples include: rain gardens and shoreline 

restorations. 

A total of 14 applications for Community Grant Funds were received. Of this total, all 14 applications 

were scored.  The criteria used in the BWSR assessments and interagency scoring are shown below. 

Community Partners Grant Ranking Criteria 

Ranking Criteria Maximum Points 

Possible 

Clarity of project goals, projected impact, and involvement with 

community partners.  
40 

Prioritization and Relationship to Plan:  The proposal is based on priority 

protection or restoration actions listed in or derived from an approved 

local water management plan or address pollutant load reductions 

prescribed in an approved TMDL. 

30 

Plan for assessing the programs impact and capacity to measure project 

outcomes. 20 

LGU capacity to implement the local grant program processes and 

protocols. 10 

Total Points Available 100 

 

Recommendation: 

Fully fund the 12 highest scoring applications.  

Soil Erosion and Drainage Law Compliance Grants: 

The purpose of these grants is to restore and protect surface water quality, particularly Impaired 

Waters, and to supplement local efforts to sustain clean water in Minnesota, by applying existing soil 

erosion reduction and drainage ditch statutes, and associated rules.  

A total of 10 applications for Soil Erosion and Drainage Law Compliance Grant Funds were received. 

Of this total, all applications were scored by BWSR staff. The criteria used in the assessments are 

shown below. 
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Soil Erosion and Drainage Law Compliance  

Ranking Criteria 
Maximum Points 

Possible 

Anticipated water quality benefits.  30 

Relationship to a Plan:  The proposal is clearly based on priority 
protection or restoration actions listed in, or derived from, an eligible 
water management plan. 

15 

Portion of jurisdiction impacted by proposed activity (ies). 
20 

LGU capacity to implement the local grant program processes and protocols. 

10 

Consistency with Soil Erosion and Drainage Law Compliance Grants 
purposes. 25 

Total Points Available 100 

 

Recommendation: 

Fully fund 9 applications (#1-8 and #10) and partially fund C15-1324 (#9) to the extent eligible.  

 



 

 2 

WHEREAS, FY 2015 CWF competitive grant funds in the following amounts were made 
available to local governments through the RFP process that was open for applications from 
August 18 to September 26, 2014: 
 

A. $15,434,176 from the CWF appropriated to BWSR, in the following categories: 
1. $9,250,000 for Projects and Practices Grants; 
2. $3,103,543 for Accelerated Implementation Grants; 
3. $1,380,633 for Community Partners Conservation Program Grants; 
4. $1,700,000 for Soil Erosion and Drainage Law Compliance Grants 

B. Up to $3,000,000 of Agricultural Best Management Practices Loan Program CWF Funds 
appropriated to the MDA; and, 

 

WHEREAS, BWSR staff implemented a communication effort that included:  
 

 email notification to eligible grantees on August 18, of the available CWF grant funds;  
 A webinar was held on September 9 to review the grant programs; and 
 a question and answer document was established on the BWSR website to provide an 

accessible information outlet; and, 
 
WHEREAS, local governments throughout the state submitted 125 applications that requested 
$29,999,877 in funds for Projects and Practices projects that were initially assessed by BWSR 
staff and subsequently evaluated by an interagency team consisting of staff from the MDA, the 
DNR, the MPCA, the MDH, and the BWSR based on the following criteria: 
 

Ranking Criteria Maximum Points Possible 

Proposal Description: The proposal description succinctly 
describes what results the applicant is trying to achieve and how 
they intend to achieve those results. 
 

5 

Relationship to the Plan:  The proposal is based on priority 
protection or restoration actions listed in or derived from an 
approved local water management plan.  

15 

Targeting:  The proposal addresses identified critical pollution 
sources impacting the water resource identified in the application. 30 

Measurable Outcomes:  The project or practice has a quantifiable 
reduction in pollution and directly addresses the water quality 
concern identified in the application. 

35 

Project or Practice Readiness:   The proposal has a set of specific 
initiatives that can be implemented soon after grant award.   
 

10 

Biennial Budget Request (BBR):  A BBR was submitted by the 
applicant organization in 2012. 
 

5 

Total Points Available 100 



 

 3 

 
WHEREAS, local governments throughout the state submitted 48 applications that requested 
$4,826,770 in funds for Accelerated Implementation projects that were initially assessed by 
BWSR staff and subsequently evaluated by an interagency team consisting of staff from the 
MDA, the DNR, the MPCA, the MDH, and the BWSR based on the following criteria: 
 

Ranking Criteria Maximum Points Possible 

Clarity of the proposal’s goals, standards addressed and 
projected impact on land and water management and enhanced 
effectiveness of future implementation projects or practices.  
 

40 

Relationship to Plan:  The proposal is based on priority 
protection or restoration actions listed in or derived from an 
approved local water management plan. 
 

25 

Means and measures for assessing performance, milestones for 
success, and capacity to measure outcomes. 
 

20 

Timeline for implementation. 
 15 

Total Points Available 100 

 

WHEREAS, local governments throughout the state submitted 14 applications that requested 
$1,559,425 in funds for Community Partners Conservation Program projects that were initially 
assessed by BWSR staff and subsequently evaluated by an interagency team consisting of staff 
from the MDA, the DNR, the MPCA, the MDH, and the BWSR based on the following criteria: 
 

Ranking Criteria Maximum Points Possible 

Clarity of the application’s goals, projected impact, and 
involvement with community partners. 
 

40 

Relationship to Plan:  The proposal is based on priority 
protection or restoration actions listed in or derived from an 
approved local water management plan. 
 

30 

Plan for assessing the proposal’s impact and capacity to measure 
project or practice outcomes. 
 

20 

LGU capacity to implement local grant program processes and 
protocols. 
 

10 

Total Points Available 100 

 

WHEREAS, local governments throughout the state submitted 10 applications that requested 
$727,976 for Soil Erosion and Drainage Law Compliance projects that were evaluated by BWSR 
staff based on the following criteria: 
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Ranking Criteria Maximum Points Possible 

Anticipated water quality benefits.  30 
Relationship to a Plan:  The proposal is clearly based on priority 
protection or restoration actions listed in, or derived from, an 
eligible water management plan. 

15 

Portion of jurisdiction impacted by proposed activity (ies). 
20 

LGU capacity to implement the local grant program processes 
and protocols. 10 
Consistency with Soil Erosion and Drainage Law Compliance 
Grants purposes. 25 

Total Points Available 100 

 

WHEREAS, the BWSR Senior Management Team reviewed the proposed FY 2015 CWF 
Competitive Grant allocations on January 13, 2015; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Grants Program and Policy Committee reviewed the FY2015 CWF 
Competitive Grants Program proposals developed by staff on January 20, 2014. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Board hereby: 
 
1)  Approves allocations to implement the FY 2015 CWF Competitive Grant Program 
according to the attached funding recommendation spreadsheets and the attached scoring 
results and funding recommendations document for the following programs and recommended 
allocation amounts shown below: 
 
    Grant Program      Allocated Funds 

A. Clean Water Assistance Grants    $9,250,000 
B. Accelerated Implementation Grants   $2,922,994 
C. Community Partners Conservation Program Grants $1,359,425 
D. Soil Erosion and Drainage Law Compliance  $610,476 

 
2) Authorizes staff to: 

A.   approve project workplans,  
B.   enter into grant agreements consistent with this resolution and Legislative     
       appropriations, 
C.   Shift funds as follows: 

 Up to $180,549 of Accelerated Implementation Grant funds to the Chisago Chain of 
Lakes Targeted Watershed Demonstration Project, 

 
D. assign funds noted in (1) that may become available, to unfunded project and practices 

applications, in rank order, if funded projects are withdrawn, do not receive workplan 
approval by March 20, 2015 unless extended for cause, or are modified to reduce the 
state funding needed to accomplish the project. 
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___________________________  Date:  ________________________ 

 Brian Napstad, Chair 
 Board of Water and Soil Resources   
 
Attachments: 

1. FY2015 Projects and Practices Grant Recommendations 
2. FY2015 Accelerated Implementation Grant Recommendations 
3. FY2015 Community Partner Conservation Program Grant Recommendations  
4. FY2015 Soil Erosion and Drainage Law Compliance Grant Recommendations 
5. FY2015 Clean Water Fund: Background on Scoring Results and Funding 

Recommendations 
   
 



Row CWF ID Applicant County 

Amount 

Requested

Amount 

Recommended

 Match 

Amount Title

 Average 

Score       

(100 pts) Description

1 C15-8259 Lake SWCD Lake 77,000$                  77,000$                               20,000$            

Lake County Culvert 

Inventory 94.7

This project will serve to leverage the Minnesota’s Lake Superior Coastal Program culvert 

inventory efforts currently being conducted in the Coastal zone of Lake Superior into a 

Lake County-wide culvert inventory project. 

2 C15-0447

Area 7 - Southeast SWCD 

Technical Support Multi-county 205,280$                205,280$                             59,000$            

Nutrient Management 

Accelerated 

Implementation in the SE 

MN 92.8

Two Nutrient Management Specialists will assist producers in the eleven-county SE MN 

area with creating and revising nutrient management plans and implementing BMP's for 

manure and fertilizer use. These positions will also partner with the Minnesota 

Department of Agriculture to evaluate nutrient management practices and share the 

results in farmer learning groups. 

3 C15-6885 Stearns SWCD Stearns 210,000$                210,000$                             52,500$            

Accelerated Middle Sauk 

Water Quality Practice 

Implementation 

Assistance 92.8

The goal of this projects to hire an Accelerated Water Quality Technician to focus on 

projects in the Middle Sauk area showing the greatest pollution reductions.  The 

accelerated survey and design in Stearns County will help to eliminate the current 

backlog of projects to further implement conservation projects.

4 C15-9127 Crow Wing County

Crow Wing and 

Itasca 67,300$                  67,300$                               16,825$            

Large-lake screening for 

future watershed 

protection efforts 90.5

This project is a cooperative effort between Crow Wing and Itasca County to contract 

with RMB Laboratories to generate 65 lake assessments. The reports are an integral data 

component within the watershed protection model being effectively implemented by 

Crow Wing County and under development in Itasca County. 

5 C15-8516 Carlton SWCD Carlton 32,330$                  32,330$                               8,200$              

Carlton County 

Conservation Dashboard 89.8

This project will result in a conservation dashboard that will use the highly successful 

Crow Wing County Risk Assessment methodology to provide a system to target, 

prioritize, and measure the resource needs and effective conservation implementation 

within the subwatersheds of Carlton County. 

6 C15-6400 Pope SWCD Pope 38,158$                  38,158$                               9,540$              

2015 Lake Emily Water 

Quality Assessment & 

BMP Prioritization Project 89.3

The purpose of this project is to provide GIS-based water quality analysis to assist the 

Pope SWCD in determining effective locations for best management practice 

implementation and will prioritize the areas from high to low for phosphorus, nitrogen, 

and sediment delivery. 

7 C15-9221 Middle Fork Crow River WD

Kandiyohi; 

Meeker 97,500$                  97,500$                               26,364$            

Integrated Water Quality 

Analysis for Targeted 

Priority Practices 88.0

The purpose of this project is to conduct a river assessment on an 11 mile reach of the 

Middle Fork Crow River to determine the scope of eroding riverbanks.  In addition, a  

subwatershed assessment will be conducted to identify targeted locations for 

stormwater management. 

8 C15-5222 Anoka CD Isanti 72,400$                  72,400$                               18,100$            

Ditch 20 Wetland 

Restoration Feasibility 

Study to Benefit 

Downstream Water 

Quality 86.5

The purpose of this project is to conduct a feasibility study that will produce strategies 

for wetland restoration and ditch hydrology changes in efforts to improve water quality 

in the nutrient impaired Typo and Martin Lakes. 

9 C15-9978 Rice County Rice 69,350$                  69,350$                               17,338$            

Shattuck Ravine 

Stabilization and BMP 

Feasibility Study 86.0

Shattuck Saint Mary’s, located atop of a bluff area upland of the sediment impaired 

Straight River encompasses a 324 acre area that contains thousands of miles of eroded 

ravines and gullies; many of which directly discharge to the Straight River. The purpose 

of this project is to conduct a feasibility study to assess and quantify the extent of 

erosion and pollutant loading, identify critical source areas and recommended the most 

cost-efficient best management practices. 

FY 2015 Accelerated Implementation Funding Recommendations
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10 C15-1680 Sauk River WD Stearns 80,715$                  80,715$                               20,742$            

Ashley Creek & Adley 

Creek Inventory 84.9

Ashley Creek and Adley Creek are impaired streams that impact the Sauk River. The 

purpose of this project is to conduct a desk top analysis and field scale inventory of the 

riparian areas to determine priority areas to install erosion control best management 

practices and vegetative buffers for nutrient reduction. 

11 C15-0148 Lake of the Woods SWCD

Lake of the 

Woods 46,750$                  46,750$                               13,250$            

Lake of the Woods Long 

Term Shoreline 

Protection Strategies 84.8

The purpose of this project is to implement strategies to protect and enhance private 

shoreline on the nutrient impaired Lake of the Woods by addressing long term shoreline 

management. The goals of this project are to accelerate projects and planning efforts 

utilizing a multifaceted approach including: zoning and land use planning, technical 

assistance, education and increased citizen interaction.

12 C15-5164 Le Sueur County Le Sueur 532,800$                332,800$                             83,200$            

Francis Rays Sakatah 

Tetonka Lakes Septic 

Inventory 84.5

The goal of this project is to complete up to 400 shoreland septic compliance 

inspections, create an ArcMap GIS layer and create community assessment reports on 

priority areas and provide education and outreach to the public through informational 

meetings and website development. 

13 C15-2471 Valley Branch WD Washington 48,000$                  48,000$                               12,000$            

Kelle's Creek Septic 

System Assessment 84.2

The goal of the proposed project is to examine septic systems throughout the bacteria 

impaired Kelle’s Creek watershed to identify those systems that are non-functioning, non-

compliant, or an imminent threat to public health and safety. The project will be 

completed in partnership with the Washington County Department of Public Health and 

Environment.

14 C15-0468 Pope SWCD Pope 152,000$                152,000$                             82,000$            

2015 City of Glenwood 

Water Quality 

Assessment & BMP 

Prioritization Project 83.2

The purpose of this project is to conduct a subwatershed retrofit assessment for the City 

of Glenwood.  The project will result in identifying and prioritizing critical sources of 

nutrient and sediment reaching Lake Minnewaska and prioritizing retrofit opportunities. 

15 C15-1375

Riley-Purgatory-Bluff Creek 

WD Carver 48,000$                  48,000$                               12,000$            

Downtown Chanhassen 

BMP Retrofit Assessment 82.7

To reduce watershed phosphorus loads to Rice Marsh Lake and improve the water 

quality in downstream Lake Riley, this project will result in a stormwater best 

management practice retrofit assessment project.  The goal of this project is to identify 

innovative retrofit opportunities that target soluble phosphorus and promote infiltration 

and groundwater recharge within this highly-developed area with significant impervious 

coverage. 

16 C15-5231 Chisago SWCD Chisago 30,000$                  30,000$                               7,500$              

Lower Sunrise River 

Active Gully Inventory 82.5

The purpose of this project is to conduct an inventory of actively eroding gullies along 

the Lower Sunrise River from the Kost Dam south to the confluence with the St. Croix. It 

is well known that there are major erosion issues along this stretch of river, but there is 

currently no organized and efficient way to begin work in the area. The inventory report 

would provide this critical missing link. 

17 C15-3999 Dakota County Dakota 63,000$                  63,000$                               15,750$            

Septic System Inventory - 

City of Randolph 82.3

The goal of this project is to inventory and inspect all septic systems within the City of 

Randolph.  Based on a preliminary assessment, there are 105 properties that will require 

inspection. As part of the inspection, a well inventory will also be conducted.

FY 2015 Accelerated Implementation Funding Recommendations
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18 C15-3611 Rice County

Dakota,

Goodhue,

 and Rice 103,875$                103,875$                             25,969$            

Middle and Lower 

Cannon River Watershed 

BMP Targeting 

Assessment 82.0

The purpose of this project is to utilize LiDAR data to determine areas of highest 

sediment loading within the Middle and Lower Cannon. This analysis will assess the 

propensity of erosion on the landscape through the Stream Power Index and RUSLE. In 

addition to analyzing erosive potential, this project will determine ideal locations to 

store runoff on the landscape. 

19 C15-0042 Minnehaha Creek WD Hennepin 39,968$                  39,968$                               10,000$            

Mud Lake Subwatershed 

Assessment 81.9

The purpose of this project is to conduct a subwatershed retrofit assessment for the City 

of St. Bonifacius and surrounding rural areas. The project will identify several potential 

locations for best management practices throughout the city and surrounding areas. 

Preliminary designs will be developed to determine size, cost, and feasibility. 

20 C15-5366 Wright SWCD Wright 34,620$                  34,620$                               9,000$              

Ann Lake Watershed 

Targeted Fertilizer 

Application 81.3

The purpose of this project is to implement a targeted fertilizer application program in 

the Ann Lake watershed. The program will allow producers to measure soil fertility and 

apply needed fertilizer more accurately, preventing over-application and consequent 

runoff of nutrients, especially phosphorus, into surface waters. 

21 C15-2336 Pine SWCD Pine 63,400$                  63,400$                               17,000$            

St. Croix River Watershed 

Phosphorus Reduction 

and Forestry Re-

establishment Project 81.1

The purpose of this project will be building a forest stewardship program targeting 

watersheds with the highest risk of impacts on water quality.  A certified forest 

stewardship plan writer will be employed to write new forest stewardship plans, renew 

expiring forest stewardship plans and assist property owners with current forest 

stewardship plans to implement the practices within their plans. 

22 C15-4509 North Fork Crow River WD Multi-county 86,230$                  -$                                     21,558$            

NFCRWD GIS BMP 

Prioritization Tool 80.1

This project will develop a BMP prioritization scheme using intensive monitoring data, 

GIS data and the MPCA’s HSPF model on the subwatershed scale to create a priority 

water quality improvement action plan and GIS tool. This tool will be used to develop 

project types and locations that address impairments in the watershed as well as the 

long term goal established for Rice Lake.

23 C15-1016

Chippewa River Watershed 

Project Multi-county 138,957$                138,957$                             38,000$            

Accelerated Landowner 

Contacts and BMP 

Advancement in the 

Chippewa River 

Watershed's Lower 

Shakopee Creek 78.9

This project  will provide the means to establish landowner relationships necessary for 

implementation of conservation practices and utilize the array of targeting tools 

available for the prioritization of projects that will provide the most measurable 

pollutant reductions. 

24 C15-4310

Snake River Watershed 

Management Board Mille Lacs 135,000$                135,000$                             33,750$            

Snake River Watershed 

WRAPS based outreach 

and education 78.7

The purpose of this project is hire a Project and Outreach Coordinator to facilitate efforts 

within the watershed to assist citizens in finding local help and assistance in identifying 

areas in need of conservation plans and best management practices. There currently is 

no single contact person to oversee the management of the watershed and to ensure a 

coordinated delivery of services. 

FY 2015 Accelerated Implementation Funding Recommendations
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25 C15-5799 Todd County Todd 30,680$                  30,680$                               11,368$            

Todd County Septic 

Inventory IV 77.7

Todd County Septic Inspectors will research septic systems on 313 parcels that are 

located in the "highly vulnerable" portion of the City of Long Prairie's Drinking Water 

Supply Management Area. Each parcel will be inspected for septic system compliance in 

relation to MN 7080. Both tanks and soil drain fields will be inspected for compliance. 

26 C15-2138 Faribault County SWCD Faribault 42,500$                  42,500$                               11,000$            

MN Lake and Blue Earth 

Small Scale Watershed 

Planning 77.2

Development of sub-watershed plans and assessments for  City of Winnebago and the 

City of Minnesota Lake to develop a priority list of practices to mitigate the synergistic 

impacts from agricultural runoff and urban stormwater.  This project will work with 

landowners to develop a localized strategy to accelerate the adoption of BMPs that will 

reduce direct loading of sediment and nutrients to the Blue Earth River and surrounding 

shallow lakes.

27 C15-4527 Crow Wing County Crow Wing 85,000$                  85,000$                               21,250$            

Using Proven Water 

Planning Strategies to 

Effect Positive Change in 

Crow Wing County 

Watersheds 76.5

The purpose of this project is to continue the proven community and landowner 

outreach campaign by developing new water planning tools and using print and social 

media strategies to effect a positive change in Crow Wing County  watersheds.  

28 C15-5043 Pine SWCD Pine 48,800$                  48,800$                               38,400$            

St. Croix River Watershed 

Agricultural Runoff 

Reduction Project 75.6

This project entails purchasing a no-till drill to install 1,600 acres a year of cover crops as 

a means of decreasing soil erosion, reducing phosphorus and fertilizer applications and 

increasing soil health. Outreach tools will be developed and a partnership with NRCS will 

provide cover crop plans financial match through USDA programs.

29 C15-1151 Kanabec SWCD Kanabec 30,072$                  30,072$                               7,518$              

City of Mora Stormwater 

and Mora Lake BMP 

Assessment 74.8

The purpose of this project is to conduct a subwatershed retrofit analysis for the City of 

Mora,  This will result in the  identify of potential locations for best management 

practices throughout the city and surrounding areas. Preliminary designs for each 

practice will be developed to determine size, cost, and feasibility. 

30 C15-8440

Mississippi Headwaters 

Board Multi-county 81,000$                  81,000$                               20,250$            

2015 Accelerated 

Implementation Grant- 

Stormwater 74.5

The purpose of this project will be to develop stormwater planning options that 

prioritize, target, and measure the effectiveness of Best Management Practices and 

allow the local city officials to make decisions on stormwater Best management Practices 

that reduce pollutants in the watershed.

31 C15-7650 Rock SWCD Rock 68,500$                  68,500$                               17,500$            

Accelerating BMP 

Implementation in Rock 

County Watersheds for 

Turbidity Impaired 

Waters 74.1

The purpose of this project is to build upon the terrain analysis products previously 

developed and extend the data products. The outcome will be GIS datasets, summary 

maps, and a technical report describing the suitability for best management practice 

placement and the measurable cost-effectiveness of pursuing opportunities to 

implement BMPs. 

32 C15-0688 Aitkin SWCD Aitkin 260,194$                260,194$                             65,049$            

SWCD North Region 

Forester 72.5

This project will hire a Regional Clean Water Forester to service Technical Service Areas 3 

and 8. The goal of this position is to increase installation of water quality related forestry 

practices installed by private landowners through enhanced technical guidance to local 

SWCDs and consultants assisting the landowners.

FY 2015 Accelerated Implementation Funding Recommendations
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33 C15-0152 Clearwater SWCD Clearwater 89,845$                  89,845$                               22,462$            

Improving Water Quality, 

Soil Health and 

Pasture/Hayland 

production With No-Till 70.8

The purpose of this project is to facilitate the use of no-till management by 

implementing a no-till drill program.   A series of workshops and field days will be held to 

highlight practice benefits and practical considerations for developing new pasture 

practices. 

Total 2,922,994$                         822,793$          

34 C15-9727 Heron Lake WD Multi-County 65,000$                  16,250$            

An Opportunity to 

Prioritize, Target, and 

Measure in the West Fork 

Des Moines River 

Watershed 70.0

The purpose of this project is to build upon the terrain analysis products developed by 

Southwest Prairie Technical Service Area 5 and extend the data products to include Best 

Management Practices suitability, BMP effectiveness, and BMP value datasets. 

35 C15-6068 Cass County Cass 43,052$                  -$                                     11,000$            

Ten Mile Lake Watershed 

SSTS Compliance 

Inspections 64.7

The purpose of this project is to conduct 603 SSTS Compliance Inspections for Ten Mile 

Lake, Portage Lake and Big Bass Lake and complete a septic system inventory of each 

parcel. This will the first attempt to conduct a compliance inspection program at the sub-

watershed level.

36 C15-5479 Waseca SWCD Waseca 112,694$                -$                                     37,565$            

Waseca SWCD 

Conservation Technician 64.1

The purpose of this project is to provide much needed technical assistance and 

accelerated conservation practice application to the Waseca Soil and Water 

Conservation District. The technician will provide highly focused targeting of 

conservation programs and practices in the Cannon River and Le Sueur River watersheds. 

37 C15-5388 Nobles SWCD Nobles 99,900$                  -$                                     24,975$            

2015 - Kanaranzi - Little 

Rock Watershed BMP 

Implementation 

Acceleration 58.1

The purpose of this project is to create Best Management Practices targeting data 

products that include terrain analysis, water quality,  suitability,  effectiveness, and value 

datasets. This project will focus on the Kanaranzi Creek and Little Rock River watersheds 

which have streams listed for turbidity and fecal impairments. 

38 C15-1878 Martin SWCD Martin 63,000$                  -$                                     15,750$            

Targeted Implementation 

in the Center Creek 

Watershed 55.9

The goal of this project is to prioritize and target sites for conservation implementation 

in the Center Creek Watershed in collaboration with the GIS specialist from the South 

Central Technical Service Area. Precision conservation layers, such as Stream Power 

Index and restorable wetlands will be created. 

39 C15-5882 Morrison SWCD Morrison 163,800$                -$                                     40,950$            

FY15 Accelerated 

Technical Capacity 49.7

The goal of this project is hire an engineering technician to assist multiple counties in the 

overflow of workload and relieve the Technical Service Area in performing duties that 

improves or protects water quality. This position would still work under the direction of 

the Technical Service Area but be housed in one of the other counties and 

predominately serve the higher demand in Todd, Morrison, and Benton counties.
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1 C15-4804 Dakota SWCD Dakota 150,000$          150,000$                    $           37,500 

2015 Dakota County Clean 

Water Community Initiative 87.8

This project will provide cost share funding to community organizations and associations who 

voluntarily construct medium sized water quality best management practices in Dakota County. 

This project will continue the successful Dakota County Community Initiative that received Clean 

Water Funds in 2012, 2013 and 2014. It is anticipated that up to 8 best management practices will 

be installed.  

2 C15-6761 Crow Wing SWCD Crow Wing 150,000$          150,000$                    $           50,000 

Brainerd Lakes Targeted 

Community Centered 

Runoff Mini Grant Program 

3 85.2

The Crow Wing Soil and Water Conservation District proposes to partner with citizen groups and 

nonprofit groups to complete projects that will reduce stormwater runoff and retain water on the 

land in Crow Wing County’s 125 minor watersheds. To do this, a mini grant program will be 

developed and provide competitive grant funds to an anticipated 12 community groups. 

3 C15-5637

Ramsey-

Washington Metro 

WD

Ramsey and 

Washington 150,000$          150,000$                    $           37,500 

Targeting Faith 

Organizations for Water 

Quality Improvement 

(Phase 2) 83.0

The goal of this project is to continue to collaborate with faith organizations in priority areas to 

implement stormwater volume reduction retrofit projects. The primary objectives of this program 

are measurable reduction of outputs with development of long-term partnerships with the leaders 

and members of the faith organizations.

4 C15-1564

Ramsey 

Conservation 

District Ramsey 150,000$          150,000$                    $           50,000 

Ramsey County Community 

Partners 2015 Program 77.7

The purpose of this program is to provide cost share funding and engage community groups for the 

installation of community accessible rain gardens and other water quality projects in Ramsey 

County. This unique program will focus on engaging groups through the installation of 

exceptionally visible and community accessible raingardens, or other stormwater bmps that help 

reduce stormwater runoff. 

5 C15-3151 Aitkin SWCD Aitkin 31,000$            31,000$                      $             7,755 

Reducing Stormwater 

Impacts through 

Community Partnerships in 

Aitkin County 76.8

The Aitkin County SWCD will partner with local lake associations, and other eligible community 

partners, to reduce the impacts of storm water runoff and retain water on the land through the 

implementation of a mini-grant program that will install rain gardens and native vegetation buffers 

along shorelines.  This will be accomplished while building the capacity of local partners to address 

their own priority water quality improvement projects.

6 C15-8990 Wright SWCD Wright 150,000$          150,000$                    $           37,500 

Wright SWCD Partners with 

Lake Associations to Apply 

Land Treatment 75.6

Through this  project, the Wright SWCD will work with lake associations throughout the county. 

This project will allow them to utilize their local landowner networks and site specific knowledge to 

effectively implement best management practices that fit within the greater context of Wright 

County’s Water Management Plan.

7 C15-3268 Cook SWCD Cook 149,985$          149,985$                    $           37,500 

Cook County Shoreline 

Erosion Reduction Projects 75.1

The purpose of this project is to provide opportunities to community partners to implement 5-10 

shoreline erosion reduction best management projects that will reduce sediment and improve 

water quality of county lakes and streams. Preference will be given to properties within a 

watershed of a TMDL, properties on a sentinel lake, properties on lakes and streams with active 

associations, and projects ranking high in sediment reduction amount. 

8 C15-1693

Lake of the Woods 

SWCD Lake of the Woods 89,000$            89,000$                      $           22,250 

Rainy River Community 

Partners 74.8

The goal of the program is to develop and implement stormwater management plans and shoreline 

restoration projects with community partners. Community partners for this program will include 

but are not limited to: non-profits, businesses, and faith organizations within the Rainy River-

Baudette watershed. 

9 C15-2412

Faribault County 

SWCD Faribault 110,000$            110,000$                    $           27,500 

2015 Community Clean 

Water Partnership 73.5

The purpose of this partnership is to provide mini-grants to conservation conscious community 

organizations who voluntarily construct best management practices that provide storage and 

treatment of stormwater runoff at it source.

10 C15-5361

Middle Fork Crow 

River WD Kandiyohi 125,000$          125,000$                    $           31,250 

Developed Partners 

Expanded Resource 

Accomplishment 73.5

The Middle Fork Crow River Watershed District is home to many natural resource community 

organizations, all of which have a vested interest in the quality of the local and region resources.  

This sub-grant opportunity will authenticate relationships and provide an avenue for these 

organizations to receive dollars needed to install practices on their adjacent resource. Funding 

shortfalls.

FY 2015 Community Partners Funding Recommendations



Row CWF ID Applicant County 
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 Average 

Score       
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11 C15-3418 Douglas SWCD Douglas 74,440$            74,440$                      $           19,971 

Partners for Clean Water - 

Douglas County Phase 2 73.0

The Douglas County Partners for Clean Water program enables community groups to take action 

improving their water resources. Engaging citizens directly in project development and installation 

efforts provides immediate water quality benefits and cultivates a community of active 

stewardship.

12 C15-7859 Chisago SWCD Chisago 30,000$            30,000$                      $             7,500 

Chisago County Community 

Partners Grant 71.5

The Chisago Soil and Water Conservation District will use this grant to empower community 

partners, especially lake associations, to award grants to some of these worthwhile projects that 

are otherwise just ideas.

Total 1,359,425$                $        366,226 

13 C15-2450

Greater Blue Earth 

River Basin 

Alliance Multi-County 150,000$            -$                             $           37,500 

GBERBA - Le Sueur River 

and Watonwan River 

Watersheds - Community 

Partners 71.4

This project aims to instill stewardship through education, awareness, and accountability for water 

quality issues in the Le Sueur and Watonwan River Watersheds. Once engaged, the project will 

provide technical support and grant funding to community and watershed organizations for the 

implementation of small to mid-sized surface storm water best management practices.

14 C15-6126 Cass County Cass 50,000$              -$                             $           12,500 

Sediment Reduction on 

RPEL Roads throughout 

Cass County 53

Historic platting practices have created areas known as Road Pieces Ending in Lakes.  These areas 

were created by developers to enable lake access for back lot owners. 71 of these historic areas 

have been identified as point source pollution sites for phosphorus, sediment and nutrient loading 

to Cass County lakes.

FY 2015 Community Partners Funding Recommendations
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1 C15-4325 Red Lake SWCD Red Lake 21,860$            21,860$                      $           5,465 

2015 Red Lake County 

Drainage Ditch Inventory 

and Inspection (Phase II) 96.7

Through this project, Red Lake Watershed District, Red Lake County Ditch Authority, 

along with the Red Lake County SWCD, will be working together prioritizing county 

ditch systems, targeting where the greatest need for Side Water Inlet Structures is, 

and where 1-rod buffer strips are needed.

2 C15-9865

West Otter Tail 

SWCD Otter Tail 290,616$          290,616$                    $      270,000 

Otter Tail County Buffer 

Initiative Acceleration 92.3

In March 2014, the Otter Tail County Buffer Initiative Implementation Schedule was 

developed. This Initiative is a 9 year plan to take a systematic approach to inventory 

and analyze all Public Waters within the County.  The funding of this grant would 

accelerate the inventory and compliance with State and County Shoreland Rules 

with a proposed completion in 5 years. 

3 C15-6924 Red Lake WD Red Lake 38,700$            38,700$                      $           9,675 

Red Lake Watershed 

District Drainage Inventory 

and Inspection Database 90.0

The Red Lake Watershed District will create an inspection database for 103E ditches 

under their drainage authority. The project will lead to improving the district’s data 

management capabilities and identify drainage system needs that could lead to 

helping improve water courses that are impaired for turbidity.

4 C15-6253 Wright SWCD Wright 7,200$              7,200$                        $           2,400 

Side Inlet and Buffer 

Inventory 87.0

The purpose of this project is to create an inventory and priority list of where inlet 

control and buffer strips are needed along approximately 10 miles of a judicial ditch 

to reduce the nutrients, sediment and volume of water being transported by field 

tile. 

5 C15-7610 Brown County Brown 36,200$            36,200$                      $           9,050 

Brown County Drainage 

Inventory and Inspection 

Database 2014 84.0

As part of the current re-determination process Brown County is participating in,  the 

one-rod buffer requirement will be implemented.  In addition, Brown County wants 

to upgrade the current manual operations to a one-stop web based drainage portal. 

6 C15-1485 West Polk SWCD Polk 45,000$            45,000$                      $         11,250 

Burnham Creek Watershed 

Restoration Project, Phase 

II - Inventory 80.7

The purpose of this Phase II project is to conduct inventory on 2,050 acres, 85.4 

miles of ditch channel within the Burnham Creek Watershed of West Polk County. 

This will consist of surveying, assembling all available GIS data, ArcMap, LiDAR, 

review aerial photography, location of tile intakes, determine size of the erosion site 

(survey's), and prioritization of severity. 

7 C15-8951

Blue Earth 

County Blue Earth 95,000$            95,000$                      $         23,750 

Blue Earth County 

Targeted Ditch Inventory 79.0

This project will conduct Inventory and Inspection of four drainage ditches in Blue 

Earth County. The project will also prioritize sites for future side inlet control, buffer 

strip implementation, and/or storage and treatment implementation.

8 C15-8203

North Fork Crow 

River WD Multi-County 34,200$            34,200$                      $           8,550 

North Fork Crow River 

Watershed District 

Drainage Inventory and 

Inspection Database 76.7

The purpose of this project will be to develop an inventory and inspection database 

for 103E ditches under their drainage authority.  The project will also develop a 

process for completing the annual inspection and reporting requirements under 

Statue 103E.

9 C15-1324 Mille Lacs SWCD Mille Lacs 125,000$          7,500$                        $           1,875 

Drainage 14 Sediment 

Management for West 

Branch Rum River 74.3

This project will identify and prioritize the opportunities to implement a 

multipurpose drainage management plan that will provide adequate drainage 

capacity, reduce peak flows and flooding and reduce erosion and sediment loading 

that will improve water quality to the West Branch Rum River. 

10 C15-0576 McLeod County McLeod 34,200$            34,200$                      $           8,550 

McLeod County Drainage 

Inventory and Inspection 

Database 74.0

The purpose of this project is to create an inspection database for 103E ditches. The 

project will also develop a process for completing the annual inspection and 

reporting requirements under Statue 103E. 

Total 610,476$                   350,565$       
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Board Resolution # 15- 
 

FY 2015 CLEAN WATER FUND COMPETIVE GRANTS PROGRAM: SOIL 

EROSION AND DRAINAGE LAW COMPLIANCE - BUFFER INIATIVE  

 

WHEREAS, the Clean Water Fund (CWF) is established in M.S. 114D.50; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Clean Water Funds have been appropriated to BWSR in Laws of Minnesota 2013, 
Chapter 137; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Board has authority under Minn. Stat. 103B.3369 to make grants to cities, 
townships, counties, soil and water conservation districts, watershed districts, joint powers 
organizations, and other special purpose districts or authorities with jurisdiction in water and related 
land resources management when a proposed project or activity implements a county water plan, 
watershed management plan, or county groundwater plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, BWSR implementation of appropriated CWF funds is based on the Minnesota 
Constitution, Article XI, Section 15 which provides that funds may be “spent only to protect, 
enhance, and restore water quality in lakes, rivers, and streams and to protect groundwater from 
degradation”, and that “dedicated money under this section must supplement traditional sources of 
funding for these purposes and may not be used as a substitute”; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the CWF implementation strategy incorporates the purpose of M.S. 114D.20 which 
directs the implementation of Clean Water Funds to be coordinated with existing authorities and 
program infrastructure; and, 
 
WHEREAS, eligible project proposals for funds appropriated in Laws of Minnesota 2013, Chapter 
137, Section 7(e) will be evaluated on a first come, first serve bases.  
 
WHEREAS, on June 25, 2014 (Board Resolution # 14-42) the Board adopted the FY2015 Clean 
Water Fund Competitive Grants Policy;  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Board hereby: 
 

1.  Authorizes staff to finalize, distribute and promote a Request For Interest (RFI) for the Soil 
Erosion and Drainage Law Compliance Buffer Initiative consistent with the provisions of 
appropriations enacted in 2013, Minn. Stat. 103B.3369 and this Board resolution. 

 
 
 
 
 
___________________________  Date:  ________________________ 

 Brian Napstad, Chair 
 Board of Water and Soil Resources   
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January 20, 2015 

To:  The Board of Water and Soil Resources 

From:  Marcey Westrick, Clean Water Coordinator 

RE:  Options for Soil Erosion and Drainage Law Compliance Second Round - Buffer Initiative  

The purpose of this memorandum is to lay out three different options that were considered for 
conducting an additional funding round for the remaining Clean Water Fund Soil Erosion and 
Drainage Law Compliance funds.   

Background 

The context for the proposed options are staff discussions and the fact that after two separate 
funding rounds for the Soil Erosion and Drainage Law Compliance grant category, 
approximately $1.0M remains unallocated.   

Three options were considered by the BWSR Senior Management Team on January 13, 2015 
and reviewed by the Grants Program and Policy Committee on January 20, 2015.   The following 
three options were considered:  

1.  Public Waters Inventory, including Chapter 103E drainage ditches that are Public Waters 
to determine conservation plan or buffer strip compliance and develop enforcement 
plans (currently this was activity 4 under the Soil Erosion and Drainage Law Compliance 
FY 2015 RFP).  

2. Public Waters Inventory, including Chapter 103E drainage ditches that are Public Waters 
+ inventory and prioritize opportunities for side inlet controls, wetland restoration or 
other drainage storage and treatment system.   Applicant must propose, or have already 
completed/are in the process of completing, a plan to determine conservation plan or 
buffer strip compliance and develop enforcement plan(s).  In addition, LGUs may also 
apply for opportunities to inventory and prioritize other drainage treatment options 
(currently this was activities 5 and 6 under the Soil Erosion and Drainage Law Compliance 
FY 2015 RFP).   

3. Public Waters Inventory, including Chapter 103E drainage ditches that are Public Waters 
+ Inventory and prioritize opportunities for side inlet controls, wetland restoration or 
other drainage storage and treatment system. Applicant may propose a plan to do any or 
all of the program activities.  

 
The recommendation to be considered is Option 2 which is described in detail below.   

Program:  Public Waters Inventory, including Chapter 103E drainage ditches that are Public 
Waters + inventory and prioritize opportunities for side inlet controls, wetland restoration or 
other drainage storage and treatment system.    
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Program Purpose: Applicant must propose, or have already completed/are in the process of 
completing, a plan to determine conservation plan or buffer strip compliance and develop 
enforcement plan(s).  In addition, LGUs may also apply for opportunities to inventory and 
prioritize other drainage treatment options.   
  
Target Area:  Counties with greater than 30% cultivated land (66 counties in total but 5 counties 
have already conducted or are in the process of conducting public water inventories for these 
purposes) 
 
LGUs Targeted:  County planning and zoning directors and drainage authorities but emphasize 
the opportunity and importance of partnering with soil and water conservation districts.   
 
Means of Communicating to Target Audience:  Letter written to county planning and zoning 
directors and drainage authorities giving funding opportunity, sideboards and expectations.  
This letter would also serve as the official request for interest.   In addition, a fact sheet would 
be developed to accompany the letter that highlights the work that other counties have done.  
 
Application Specifics: Brief application that can be submitted via Survey Monkey that indicates 
level of interest, dollar amount requested and what they would accomplish and the end results.   
These applications would be reviewed by BWSR Clean Water Specialists and forwarded to the 
Clean Water Coordinator.  
 
Funding Available: $1M 
Match required: 25% 
Funding Maximum: None proposed; 1st come, first served approach 
Timeline: February 2, 2015 through April 3, 2015 
 


