
 

 

Seminary Fen, a 600‐acre complex in Carver County, supports one of only 500 
calcareous fens in the world and is one of the highest quality calcareous fens in 
southern Minnesota. The Fen feeds AssumpƟon Creek; one of the metro area’s 
last known trout streams that supports naturally reproducing naƟve brook 
trout. AssumpƟon Creek then discharges to the nearby Minnesota River. The 
Fen’s unique hydrology, soils, plants, and habitats are highly sensiƟve to water 
quality and sedimentaƟon stress. Areas of the fen are currently being restored 
by the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District, City of Chaska, and Carver 
County. This project will stabilize a major gully to protect the Fen from further 
degradaƟon. The complete design, incorporaƟng exisƟng rate control and the 
gully stabilizaƟon, will reduce peak discharge by 90% and peak velociƟes by 
50%. This will reduce yearly sediment loads by 45 percent, from 1,380 to 755 
tons.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project NarraƟve 

Bluff Ravine StabilizaƟon  
at Seminary Fen 

 

Clean Water Grant  $220,800 

Leveraged Funds*  $75,000 

Total Project 
Budget 

$295,800 

Grant Period: 
 January 2013—December 2015 

Project Contact: 
Terry Schwalbe 
952‐856‐5880 
terrys@lowermn.com 
hƩp://www.watersheddistrict.org/   
 

 

   

  

* Leveraged Funds include 

Clean Water Funds:  2013 

Targeted Water: 
  Seminary Fen 

Project Sponsor: 
Lower Minnesota River  
Watershed District   

 Actual Outcomes: 
    Project in Progress 

Proposed Outcomes: 
Reduce Sediment by 625 tons/year. 

CWF13‐223 ‐ Clean Water Assistance 


	Seminary Fen, a 600-acre complex in Carver County, supports one of only 500 calcareous fens in the world and is one of the highest quality calcareous fens in southern Minnesota. The Fen feeds Assumption Creek; one of the metro area’s last known trout streams that supports naturally reproducing native brook trout. Assumption Creek then discharges to the nearby Minnesota River. The Fen’s unique hydrology, soils, plants, and habitats are highly sensitive to water quality and sedimentation stress. Areas of the fen are currently being restored by the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District, City of Chaska, and Carver County. This project will stabilize a major gully to protect the Fen from further degradation. The complete design, incorporating existing rate control and the gully stabilization, will reduce peak discharge by 90% and peak velocities by 50%. This will reduce yearly sediment loads by 45 percent, from 1,380 to 755 tons. 

	Project Narrative

	Bluff Ravine Stabilization 

	at Seminary Fen

	 Actual Outcomes:

	    Project in Progress

	Proposed Outcomes:

	Reduce Sediment by 625 tons/year.
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