
 

 

The objec ve of this project is to manage streambanks and floodplains along 
Elm Creek in Mar n County in order to improve water quality and reduce 
erosion. Elm Creek flows into the Blue Earth River, which flows into the 
Minnesota River. Elm Creek is currently listed as impaired for fish 
bioassessments, turbidity, and fecal coliform.  
 
The four projects will use site 
specific techniques and state of the 
art channel design. These projects 
include the addi on of log and rock 
vanes as well as tree revetments 
and willow cu ngs when needed. 
Instead of using rock riprap, this 
project will only place a minimal 
amount of rock at the toe of the 
slope for stability. The vanes reduce 
the velocity and energy during peak 
flows and redirect the current 
toward the center of the channel, 
which in turn reduces flooding, 
streambank erosion, and helps 
reduce phosphorus carrying sediment. One of the projects will redirect a small 
area from its current channel, which is straight and erosive, to a lengthier, 
meandering channel. These 4 projects will serve as a model for future projects 
because of the ideal loca ons and the vulnerable condi ons of these sites.  
 

Project Narra ve 

New Ways to Think About 
Streams and Floodplains 

 

Clean Water Grant $314,750 

Leveraged Funds* $83,500 

Total Project 
Budget 

$398,250 

Grant Period: 
 January 2013—December 2015 

Project Contact: 
Kathy Smith 
507‐235‐6680 
kathy.smith@fron ernet.net 
www.mar nswcd.net  
 

 

  

  

* Leveraged Funds include 

Clean Water Funds:  2013 

Targeted Water: 
 Elm Creek 

Project Sponsor: 
Mar n SWCD  

 Actual Outcomes: 
    Project in Progress 

Proposed Outcomes: 
Reduce Phosphorus by 508 pounds/
year and Sediment by 483 tons/year. 
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