Sediment Reduction by Faliling
Structure Removal on
Designated Trout Stream
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LEGACY

Clean Water Grant | $119,522

Leveraged Funds* | $116,500

Total Project

Budget $236,022

* Leveraged Funds include
required 25% local match

Deer Creek, Skunk Creek

Carlton SWCD

DNR, MPCA, NRCS, US Fish and
Wildlife, Area 3, Carlton County,
BWSR, Carlton SWCD

January 2011 - December 2012

Brad Matlack

(218)384-3891
bradmatlack@carltonswcd.org
www.carltonswcd.org

AMENDMLENT

Project Narrative

The Red Clay Project was a 1970’s era project that encompassed watersheds in
Northeast Minnesota and Northern Wisconsin draining to Lake Superior. In
Minnesota, efforts focused on sediment retention structures in two
subwatersheds of the Nemadji River Basin in Carlton County. Sixteen
structures were constructed in the Skunk Creek Watershed and four structures
were constructed in the Deer Creek Watershed. The design life of these
structures was 10-25 years depending on the specific project and the design
life has now been exceeded.

Three of the four structure sites in the Deer Creek watershed were assessed by
a multi-agency team which found failed metal pipes and, in one case, a
breached structure. Soil loss from this breached structure site is
approximately 8775 tons, and will continue to increase as the channel seeks to
stabilize itself. Potential soil loss from 2 other sites where the metal pipes are
rusted out is 3,900 tons.

The Clean Water Fund will facilitate several phases of addressing all 20
structures. In phase |, a series of three structures on one landowner’s property
along Elim Creek, a sub watershed of Skunk Creek, will be removed and brook
trout habitat restored to a 1/3 mile of prime trout stream on this site.

During phase two, the remaining thirteen structures in the Skunk Creek
watershed will be assessed by the multi-agency team resulting in an erosion
control and habitat restoration plan for Skunk Creek Watershed. Finally, in
phase three, engineering plans will be developed for erosion control measures
on the three structures in the Deer Creek Watershed.
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Sediment Reduction by
Failing Structure Removal
on Designated Trout Stream

A failing structure
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