
 
 

The Halvorson Streambank Stabilization site is located three miles north of the 
City of Thief River Falls on the Thief River.  The Thief River is impaired for low 
dissolved oxygen and turbidity.  A TMDL study began in 2010.  These 
impairments affect fish spawning habitat, recreation and the drinking water 
supply of Thief River Falls.  Studies show that 63% of the sediment in the Thief 
River is coming from the banks of the river itself.  Stabilizing this bank will 
reduce the turbidity and low dissolved oxygen impairments.  This reduction 
will be a result of preventing further undercutting of the bank and sloughing of 
soil into the river. 
 
Reduction in sediment will reduce the pace at which the Thief River Falls 
Reservoir is filling in.  In the past, it was estimated the reservoir would require 
dredging every 50 years.  The last dredging was needed only 35 years later.  
The City of Thief River Falls uses the reservoir as a drinking water supply.  
Treatment of this water is a major expense to the City.  Reducing pollutants 
and sediment will be a benefit to the city of Thief River Falls and its residents. 
 
Further downstream, the City of Grand Forks pulls its drinking water from the 
Red Lake River, making this project a regional priority.  Turbidity is a concern of 
the Red River of the North, reducing sediment in the Red River Basin is an 
international priority in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 
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Streambank erosion 
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