Water Quality Initiative

Stevens County
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LEGACY

2010

Clean Water Grant | $84,000

Leveraged Funds* | $1,410,000

Total Project

Budget $1,494,000

* Leveraged Funds include required
25% local match

County / Watershed Wide

Stevens Soil & Water Conservation

District

BWSR, Stevens County NRCS,

Stevens County FSA, Minnesota
DNR, Morris Area Schools, US Fish
& Wildlife, other MN SWCDs

January 2010 - December 2011

Matt Solemsaas

(320)589-4886 x112
matt.solemsaas@stevensswcd.org
http://www.stevensswcd.org

AMENDMLENT

Project Narrative

Through the Stevens County Water Quality Initiative, Stevens SWCD staff were able to
spend time working directly with landowners to plan, design, and implement
conservation practices such as rain gardens, water and sediment control basins,
wetland restorations, and filter strips on their land. All these practices are aimed at
the protection of our natural resources, through things such as: the reduction of peak
discharges, increase in the amount of water impounded, improved infiltrations/
reduction of pollutants, and reduced velocity of water flow. Stevens SWCD considered
the priorities outlined in the Stevens County Local Water Management Plan and the
Pomme de Terre Fecal Coliform Implementation Plan when deciding which work to
focus on within the county. In addition to this direct work with landowners, SWCD
staff worked to increase general interest in, and knowledge about, the protection and
improvement of water quality through educational offerings, public outreach activities,
printed newsletters and more. The funding allowed the Stevens SWCD to increase
environmental awareness, put various conservation practices on the ground, and set
the stage for future funding and conservation opportunities.

Actual Outcomes

Through the Stevens County Water Quality Initiative, the Stevens SWCD was able to
assist with the enrollment of 94.2 acres into conservation practices such as (10) filter
strips, (3) riparian buffers, 168.4 acres in 8 wetland restorations (CP 23), and 5 WRP/
RIM easements comprised of 539.8 acres. Other projects include 4 water and sedi-
ment control basins and several rain gardens. During this period, SWCD also com-
pleted work on other existing contracts and assisted with other similar projects
funded through different state grants. Enrollment of these filter strip contracts
should result in an estimated average 46.09 tons per year reduction of Total Sus-
pended Solids, an estimated average 13.68 tons per year soil saved, and an estimated
71.33 tons per year reduc-
tion in phosphorus. Lever-
aged funds of over $1.4 mil-
lion do not include cost share
for the projects, signing in-
centives, landowner costs, or
state RIM/other funding.
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Wetland restorations like this one make up a large part of
the conservation practices implemented in Stevens County
with the assistance of the Stevens SWCD staff. Restora-
tions work to improve water quality by filtering pollutants
and sediment, and have the added benefit of improved
habitat.

Stevens County
Water Quality Initiative

Rain gardens are gaining popularity among landowners who wish to slow and
filter stormwater runoff. Stevens SWCD assisted with the design and completion
of this and several other gardens through the Stevens County Water Quality
Initiative.

Stevens SWCD has always been a leader in conservation education in the state of Minne-
sota. Here, students learn to use several pieces of water quality monitoring equipment
at an outdoor learning opportunity provided by Stevens and Pope SWCDs. Through edu-
cational opportunities like this, newsletters, web site information, personal contacts and
other outreach activities, Stevens SWCD continues to encourage citizens to protect and
improve water quality.



