Conservation Drainage in the
Middle Fork Crow River
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2010

Clean Water Grant | $15,602

Leveraged Funds* | $6,000

Total Project

Budget 221,602

* Leveraged Funds include
required 25% local match

Middle Fork Crow River Watershed
District

Kandiyohi County Ditch Authority,
Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) - Willmar office,
Kandiyohi County Soil and Water
Conservation District

January 2010 - December 2011

Chad Anderson
320-796-0888
chad@mfcrow.org
www.mfcrow.org

AMENDMENT
Project Narrative

“Conservation” or “Managed” drainage refers to efforts made to modify
traditional tile drainage designs to operate more effectively. This conservation
drainage project, located in Kandiyohi County, is a win-win solution to
common tradeoffs in crop production — draining fields in the spring and fall
enables crops to be planted and harvested, but draining fields throughout the
growing season can take water away from crops when they need it. Subsurface
drainage can also adversely impact water quality by carrying nitrate and
soluble phosphorus into downstream water bodies.

The system installed with this grant contains a water control structure that
allows for manipulation of the water table in the affected part of the field. The
structure holds back water in the drainage tile and soil profile, except in the
spring and fall when more drainage is needed. This project builds off of recent
legacy funded research and provides producers in the Middle Fork Crow River
watershed with an opportunity to learn about the benefits of drainage water
management by seeing the system in action.
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Installing a water control structure in an existing tile line

An installed water control structure with monitoring equipment

Monitoring equipment on a water control structure



