Conservation Drainage
In the Cobb River Ditch
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2010

Clean Water Grant | $39,798

Leveraged Funds* = $10,000
Total Project

Budget 349,798

* Leveraged Funds include
required 25% local match

Cobb River Ditch Subwatershed
32073

Greater Blue Earth River Basin
Alliance

Freeborn County, Freeborn SWCD,
City of Freeborn, BARR Engineering,
and Cobb River Ditch Landowners
and Operators.

January 2010 - December 2011

Kay Clark

507-831-11533
kay.clark@windomnet.com
http://www.gberba.org

AMENDMLENT

Project Narrative

Turbidity and sediment yield from the Le Sueur River watershed to the Minnesota
River is a problem. Studies have shown that 200,000 tons/yr come from non-field
sources and 25,000 tons/yr come from field sources. With this grant we will
develop strategies to reduce sediment yield from the Freeborn County Cobb River
Ditch subwatershed.

The Cobb River Ditch drains 30 square miles in the headwaters of the Le Sueur
River watershed. The drainage basin has a rolling topography and is dominated by
row crop agriculture. At the downstream end of the Cobb River Ditch, moderate
sized ravines have formed however small ravines are also evident along the
upstream reaches of the ditch. These ravines, as well as the upland crop fields, are
sources of suspended sediment load from the Cobb River Ditch.

The project objective is to develop a 5-year implementation plan to manage flow
and reduce sediment yield. The effort will provide the needed background and
process to extend this systematic approach to the rest of the Cobb River
watershed. It is anticipated that transferability of this application from this
subwatershed to the other subwatersheds of the Cobb River will be done more
efficiently and with greater expectations for outcomes. The information gathered
from this area may also have practical application to other similar subwatersheds
in the Blue Earth and Le Sueur River basins.

Greater B.Iue Earth River
Basin Alliance (GBERBA)

Jackson Martin Faribault
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Cobb River Ditch
Conservation Drainage

Water draining into Cobb River

Example erosion on the Cobb River

Another example of erosion on the Cobb River



