Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
. : : ' - Between ' :
The Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts, the
Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources and the USDA Natural Resources
- ' Conservation Service o
: _ For the I . o, :
Reinvest In Minnesota (RIM) Reserve Program -Wetlands Reserve Program

(WRP) - .

Partnership Program .

1. Project Title:

- This project is called the Reinvest In Minnesota (RIM) Reserve-Wetlands Reserve Pro gram
(WRP) Partnership Program, (hereinafter “Program™). The Program is cooperatively -
supported by the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (hereinafter “BWSR”)

_ through its administration of the Reinvest In Minnesota Reserve Program (hereinafter

~ “RIM”) and the United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation
Service (hereinafter “NRCS”) through its administration of the Wetland Reserve Program

~ (hereinafter “WRP”). The Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts
(hereinafter “MASWCD™), through participating Soil and Water Conservation Districts at
the local level, who will work in partnership with the BWSR and NRCS, to provide the
technical and professional expertise necessary to implement the Program.

2. Bac-kgroundﬁ

~ Although the wetland and adjacent upland restorations generate public benefits, their
placement occurs on privately owned land. Consequently, restorations and accompanying
easements require voluntary cooperation and participation from the landowner, and call for
special sensitivity in their extension and promotion. This partnership Program is needed to
coordinate the diverse government incentives and cost share programs currently in'‘effect to-
encourage RIM-WRP restoration easements. : - ' '

- By working together to combine RIM and WRP, the Program is able to restore wetlands and
adjacent grasslands in previously drained areas that have a history of being used for °
agricultural production. These permanent easements provide conservation benefits such as:

~ = the retirement of environmentally sensitive land;
+ enhanced fish and wildlife habitat;
+  protection and improvement of water quality;
«- reduction in $oil erosion; .
*  restoration and protection of native plant communities
*  sequestration of carbon; and '
* biofuel production potential.




3. Program Description: -

- The partnership of Minnesota’s RIM program arid USDA’s (NRCS) WRP is the premier
 private lands wetland restoration easement program in the nation. Combining RIM and WRP
-allows state funds to leverage Fedetal Farm Bill conservation dollars. Utilizing beth -~ :
programs results in competitive payment rates to landowners, sharing of restoration costs and
leveraging of technical resources. o 3 : ) B

‘The RIM-WRP partnership combines a 30-year federal WRP easement with a state perpetual
- RIM Reserve conservation easement. Landowrers work with the local Soil and Water
Conservation District or USDA Service Center - NRCS office and various partners including
* but not limited to Ducks Unlimited (and their contractors), Minnesota Waterfowl Association
- and the US Fish and Wildlife Service. 3 o P

Those landowners selected for funding and who agree to enroll in both easement programs
. receive a payment for the 30-year WRP easement and a payment from the state for their
perpetual RIM Reserve easement. In addition, NRCS pays for the majority of the -
conservation practice costs. BWSR pays the remainder of the conservation practice costs,
- not to exceed RIM program maximums and/or actual costs. s -

The RIM-WRP partnership historically has Iéveraged $1.4 federal dollars for évery $1 of
state funds. | . k _ o

Coordinating both of these programs requires a joint effort by all parties to raise public .
awareness and maintain momentum so that stakeholders will continue to support this viable
- effort for wetland restorations and their protection. ' S S

4. Parties to the MOU:

The follovﬁng parties, by signing this MOU, intend to cdoperate in good faith to acéomplish |
its goals and objectives: : : _ S :

United States Department of Agriculture-Natural Resources Conservation Service.
375 Jackson Street, Suite 600, St. Paul, MN 55101 e R
Key Contact: Tim Koehler ;

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources
520 Lafayette Road North, St. Paul, MN 55155
" Key Contact: Kevin Lines s

. Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Cdnserva'tion-Districts
790 Cleveland Avenue South, Suite 201, St. Paul, MN 55116
Key Contact: Sheila Vanney L :




5. Purpose of the MOU: -

This MOU is not a legal contract, as it is intended to establish expectations and guide the
partnership into the future. Its purpose is to define common goals and objectives, to identify
 the roles of BWSR, NRCS, and MASWCD. Sty m '

6. Goals and Objectives:

BWSR, NRCS, and MASWCD share the following goals and objectives for the proposed
Program: S : - o
~* - Acquire coriservation easements from landowners to preserve, restore, and enhance
~ wetlands, restore and enhance riparian lands, and associated uplands in order to protect
soil and water quality, support fish and wildlife habitat, reestablish native plant
communities, reduce flood damages, and other public benefits. _ .
* Operate a consistent Program throughout the state, via publication and promotion of the -
~~ Program in concert with each other. 7 o ' . :
- ¢ Demonstrate to the public interagency cooperation in promoting and implementing the
~ Program. TR T ' . o
* Respect landowners, their property rights and their personal relationship with the land,

including gaining their support and trust.

7. Roles:

The state and federal elements of the Program are necessary in order to provide competitive -
payment rates to landowners so they enroll in the program and to leverage fe&(:leral, state and
local resources. The local element of the Program is necessary so that ongoing relationships
with landowners and knowledge of the local landscape may be tapped into to target the
appropriate participants. L - :

- Each agency intends to perform the following,
BWSR Roles

» Work with the Governor, the legislature and other agencies to explain the program and its
benefits; - | o T , ’

* Help publicize the sign-up period and program accomplishments;

* Along with NRCS, rank the project applications based on their legislatively established
geographic priority and their score as determined from the wetland easement evaluation
worksheet; ' e ' '

» Conduct surveying and mapping accurately determine eligibility and easement
boundaries; . :

* Assist NRCS with verification of ownership and conduct title clearing;

* Accomplish the planning, design and installation phases of the restorations; and



» Provide payment to landowner for perpetual RIM Reserve easement along with payment
for the remainder of the conservation practice costs not covered by NRCS, not to exceed
RIM program maximums and/or actual costs. : = P

NRCS Roles

* Provide WRP funds through the Federal Farm Bill; .
~* Help publicize the sign-up period and program accomplishments;
o Through local USDA Service Centers, help to enroll willing landowners into the "
program; - : _ ' S,
* Along with BWSR, rank the project applications based on their legislatively established
geographic priority and their score as determined from the wetland easement evaluation
‘worksheet; o ' ' :

- »  Verify ownership and cénduct title clearing work; - _
* Accomplish the planning, design and installation phases of the restorations; and

* Provide payment to.landowner for 30-year WRP easerment and for 75% of the
conservation practice costs. ' :

MASWCD Roles

The MASWCD at the state level should perform the following function:

* Work during the legisiative session to support bonding and Lessard-Sams Outdoor
Heritage Council funding for RIM. " :

As the organization representing SWCD’s statewide, MASWCD agrees that SWCDs
~ interested in delivering the Program should perform the following functions:

¢ Work with willing landowners to get them applied for the program;

- » Work with selected applicants to get them enrolled in the program; . :

¢ Provide, design assistance and implement conservation practices and plans; and
* Assist NRCS and BWSR in verifying ownership and conducting title work.

. Contractual Obligations:
This MOU is not a binding coﬁtract between BWSR, NRCS, and MASWCD. Any party

may, upon written notice, amend or discontinue its role outlined in the MOU. However, it is
the intention of each party to complete the Program as described above. Because of this

- mutual desire to proceed, each party fully intends to make a good faith effort to achieve the

goals described above including working together to find mutually beneficial solutions when
problems, altered expectations; or other factors impact such parties’ ability or desire to fulfill
their intended roles. This MOU shall become effective on the date of the last signature and
shall continue for as long as RIM and WRP remain in effect and state and federal funding is
available to implement them; however, any party may withdraw from this MOU upon written
notification to the other parties. - ‘ : : :

»



9. Non-Discrimination Statement:

The program or activities conducted under this Memorandum of Understanding will be in

- compliance with the nondisctimination provisions contairied in the Titles VI and VII of the

10.

Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987_'(Public' Law
100-259); and other nondiscrimination statutes: namely, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973, Title IX of the Education Amendments Act of 1972, the Age Discrimination
Act of 1975, and America’s With Disabilities Act of 1990, ‘They will also be in accordance
with the regulations of the Secretary of Agriculture (7 CFR-15, Subparts A & B), which
provide that no person in the United States shall, on the grounds of race, color, national
origin, gender, religion, age, 'disabﬂity, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or
family status, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise
subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal financial
assistance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture or any agency thereof,

Project Ove-rsight:

_ Th_e three signees to this MOU agree to annually review and adjust the Program, if

needed, to ensure its objectives and goals are still being met.
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11.

Signatures

Signed:

Name:
Title: -

John J{aschke

Executive Dlrectnr ‘

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources
St. Paul, Minnesota

Dgte: \2_\1\‘00]

Signed:

T s

Name: William Hunt

Title:  State Conservationist
United States Department of Agriculture _
Minnesota Natural Resources Conservation Service
St. Paul, Minnesota

Date: \Z\‘l\ o Cl

Signed:

f a/\/\;%MQJ,C

Name: LeAnn Buck
Title: . Executive Director -
' Minnesota Association of Sml and
Water Conservation Districts
* St. Paul, Minnesota
Date: ) \?.\ —? \ Oq
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