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Introduction 

  The intent of this guidance document is to outline the enrollment criteria and conditions that will 
govern the landowner application process for the RIM Reserve conservation easement program on 
eligible existing grasslands.   This guidance should be considered additive to existing RIM policy and 
procedure. 

Statute requirements / program policy: 

1. Easements will be acquired via the RIM Reserve program (MS 103F.501). 
2. Permanent easements only. 
3. Eligible lands within the MN Prairie Region covering the Prairie and Forest/Prairie ecological 

regions of LSOHC. 
4. Grasslands at risk for conversion and otherwise not eligible for permanent protection by other 

RIM options or DNR Native Prairie Bank (NPB). 
5. Priorities for protection identified in the MN Prairie Conservation Plan as Core Areas, Corridors 

or Agricultural Matrix with consideration given to distance from the core or corridor.    
6. Eligible land must have been owned by the landowner for 1 year prior to application. 
7. Eligible landowners – any individual or entity that is not prohibited from owning ag land under 

MS 500.24 Corporate Farm Law. Farm corporations need to be certified by the MN Dept. of 
Agriculture, contact 651-297-2200.  

8. Restricted haying and grazing to maintain vegetation allowed under an approved plan 
developed by the SWCD, Landowner and BWSR.      

Sign-up criteria: 

1. Application process will be ongoing with scoring and funding periods specified by BWSR 
contingent upon available funds.  BWSR will work to allocate funding equitably to the 10 
organized Local Technical Teams.   

2. Grasslands otherwise eligible for NPB funding are not eligible for RIM Grassland Reserve.  
Likewise, grasslands better suited for other RIM programs may be held or deferred to that 
program for funding consideration.   

3. Primary focus will be grasslands in priority locations or at high risk of conversion such as:  
expiring CRP, grasslands immediately adjacent to cropland, grassland buffers to remnant native 
prairie, adjacent to public lands, corridor connections.     

4.  Local Technical Teams (LTT) shall identify priority parcels for enrollment within the Prairie Plan 
Core, Corridor or Ag Matrix with regard for proximity to other parcels of protected grasslands. 

5. LTT’s shall use the RIM Grassland Reserve score sheet when prioritizing project applications. 



6. A majority of the easement  must contain grassland at risk, while adjacent acres of cropland, 
wetland, wooded land may be included to facilitate the best easement boundary.    

7. Minimum 10 ac. total easement size per application, unless part of a larger project initiative. 

Easement Payment rates  

Annually the BWSR establishes payment rates for easement programs.  See the most current rate table 
for this information.   Cropland is defined as cropped with an annually planted crop 2 of the last 5 years.  
Grassland or other natural land legally converted is not eligible as cropland until there have been 5 
consecutive years of successful crop production.    All other acres considered non-cropland.  

Conservation Practice Payments 

For land in existing CRP contracts, no changes in vegetative cover will be required. These practice areas 
should be listed as RR 2b Native Grasses already established on the Conservation Easement Practice 
Payment Worksheet (CEPPW) form.  Conservation plan $s will be available for new establishment or to 
bring cover up to specs.  100% NTE $300/ac.  These new planting practice areas should be listed as RR 
2a Native Grasses to be established on the CEPPW. 

Forms and items needed to complete the RIM application materials 

A complete application package containing all the items listed in the document titled ‘ RIM Reserve 
application materials to submit for CWL buffers and wellhead protection easements’ should be prepared 
and submitted directly to BWSR, St. Paul.    DO NOT SEND TO YOUR BWSR Board Conservationist.  
Program and policy questions can be directed to tabor.hoek@state.mn.us   or john.voz@state.mn.us, 
easement processing questions to tim.fredbo@state.mn.us.   
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