
2013 BWSR Academy 
RIM Updates & Opportunities 

 
Monday, October 28  

10:30 - 12:00 
 

Presenters:  Tabor Hoek – BWSR 
and others! 

 



Session Outline 
 

• RIM Staffing Update 
• 2013 Accomplishments 
• 2013 Issues 
• RIM Flavors  
• Riparian Buffer 
• RIM Bonding Program 
• RIM-WRP 
• LGU Success Stories - LeSueur&Blue Earth  
• MN Farm Bill Assistance Project 
• RIM Grasslands and the MN Prairie Plan 
• RIM Housekeeping Items 

–Stewardship (monitoring, data base, enforcement) 
–Vegetation Management - Haying & Grazing 
–Vegetation Enhancement 
–Conflicting Easements 
–Easement Boundary Posting 
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Farm Bill Assistance Funds 

• LCCMR remaining funds = $46,750 
• DNR remaining funds = $145,000 
• We currently have enough funds for 4 additional FTEs 
• We are currently in Phase 13 of the Farm Bill 

Assistance Partnership  
• Current LCCMR grant is active through June 30th 2015 
• These positions are funded 90% by the grant and 10% 

from local match.   



Trainings 

• October 28th  
– Informal meeting for all the Farm Bill Assistance 

staff. 

• January 17th 
– Farm Bill Assistance training at the Prairie’s Edge 

Casino in Granite Falls.   

• We will be having more meetings as programs 
become available. 
 



PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS 

* CP Practice Form 
 
* CP-21 CRP RIM 
 
* General CRP 



Implementation of the  
Minnesota Prairie Conservation Plan 

A habitat plan for native prairie, 
grassland, and wetlands in the  
Prairie Region of Western Minnesota 

Marybeth Block 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Fish & Wildlife 
Prairie Habitat Section 



Unprecedented Cooperation 



Landscape Approach 



Core Areas 
40% Grassland and 20% wetland cover 

Corridors 
40% Grassland and 20% wetland cover 

     complexes at 6 mile intervals 

Ag Matrix 

Support Grass-based 
Agriculture  



10 Local 
Technical 
Teams have 
organized 



Strategies: 
• Local implementation by multi-disciplinary teams  

• Permanent protection of quality prairie landscapes 

• Retain restored and natural grassland  

• Enhance the quality and function of prairie habitat  



Local 
Technical 

Teams 

Regional 
Advisory 
Network 

 
• Landscape analysis 
• Training 
• Outreach experts 
• Producer groups 
 

 

State 
Partners 

Local 
Advisors 

• Prioritize parcels  
• Contact Landowners    
• Well versed in protection & restoration options 

• Secure funding 
• Develop tools 
• Advocate for  prairie 

grassland conservation 

• Local policies 
• Local advocacy groups 
• Reality checks 





Protection Tools 

Fee Title Acquisition Options 

Conservation Easement Options 



Restoration 



Management 













What is stewardship? 
 

•Monitoring 
•Data Base 
•Enforcement 

 



MISCELLANEOUS RIM 
 

•Vegetation Enhancement $ 
•Conflicting Easements 
•Easement Alterations 
•Signs & Staking 
•Food Plots 
•Payment Rates 

 



WHAT’S NEXT? 
 

• Updated buffer program training 
• RIM Grasslands roll-out 
• Spring bonding results 
• RIM-WRP sign-up 
• Federal Farmbill??? 
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