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Title insurance can be complicated!



Why do I need title insurance?



How do I obtain title insurance?

 Fill out the “Title Request Form” found on 
the BWSR website

 Determine if an updated abstract is 
needed

Contact a title agent in your area and 
meet with them…. 

Get off on the right foot!



Agreement 
Approval Letter





Abstract Updating



Is an updated abstract required??



The Title Commitment
Schedule A



Schedule A 
(continued)



RIM Legal



Exhibit ‘A’ 
Map



Schedule B-I



Schedule B-II



Schedule B-ll
(continued)



Mortgage with Modification



Mortgage with Modification



Mineral Reservations

 Ideally, landowners own their mineral rights
Mineral rights held by 

Agribank = Non-Disturbance Agreements
Mineral rights held by Bureau of Land 

Management?
Mineral rights held by State of MN = OK



Utility 
Confinements 

and/or 
Releases



Utility 
Confinement 

Letter



Title Insurance Policy



Easement for 
Signature Letter



Title Reimbursement Request Form

 Found on the BWSR website under 
“Easements, Handbook and Forms, General Forms”

When to send it
When NOT to send it





1031 Exchanges
 Regarding 1031 Like-Kind-Exchange requests, landowners are limited to 

changing payee info to only once per easement. In other words, if the 
Agreement Information Form is submitted showing the landowner as 
payee and then they subsequently request to change the payee 
accommodate a 1031, once that change has been made, no further 
changes can be made. Likewise, if the Agreement Information Form is first 
submitted requesting payment be made to a Qualified Intermediary (QI) 
and then a subsequent request is made to change that payment 
information, no further changes will be made.

 Please be advised that changing the payee to a qualified intermediary 
(QI) after the Agreement for Conservation Easement has been signed will 
require another set of agreements be generated and signed by both the 
landowner and the BWSR, resulting in additional processing time. No 
change to payee is allowed after the easement has been sent for 
signature.

 All 1031 payments will be issued using the following template:

Payee Co-Payee
BUSINESS NAME OF QI Name of landowner
Mailing address of QI

 The check is made payable to the QI AND the landowner, and mailed to 
the QI – no exceptions or variations. 



1099S 
Information 

Form



New BWSR Easement Contact

Please send general inquires and electronic documents to:

bwsr.rim@state.mn.us



BWSR Easement Staff
•651-297-1894, bill.penning@state.mn.usBill Penning, Conservation Easement 

Section Manager, 

•651-296-6745, tim.koehler@state.mn.usTim Koehler, Sr. Program Advisor

•651-296-0880, tim.fredbo@state.mn.usTim Fredbo, Easement Specialist

•651-297-4365, polly.remick@state.mn.usPolly Remick, Easement Program Analyst

•651-215-9420, kristie.mack@state.mn.usKristie Mack, Easement Acquisition 
Specialist, Sr.

•651-297-4016, char.falconer@state.mn.usChar Falconer, Easement Development 
Specialist

•651-296-1466, seth.weeks@state.mn.usSeth Weeks, Geographic Information 
Specialist

•651-296-0884, dave.rickert@state.mn.usDave Rickert, Easement Acquisition 
Specialist

•651-296-2570, karli.tyma@state.mn.usKarli Tyma, Easement Acquisition 
Specialist

•651-296-3037, luke.L.anderson@state.mn.usLuke Anderson, Easement Acquisition 
Specialist

•651-296-3037, grant.bullemer@state.mn.usGrant Bullemer, Easement Acquisition 
Specialist

•651-297-7748, heather.staff@state.mn.usHeather Staff, Office and Administrative 
Specialist

•507-537-7260, tabor.hoek@state.mn.usTabor Hoek, Private Lands Specialist

•218-849-1603, john.voz@state.mn.usJohn Voz, Working Lands Specialist
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