	Conservation Programs – More Money In Your Pocket and Drinking Water Protection
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New conservation opportunities, options and financial incentives are available for your property which can help you and your local community protect its source of drinking water for many years to come. 

All or portions of your property are located in the City of                  Wellhead Protection (WHP) Area.  A WHP Area is a recharge area that provides water to a public drinking water well. 

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) and the MN Board of Water Soil Resources (BWSR) are working together to help protect fragile groundwater recharge areas and drinking water supplies in Minnesota. Eligible landowners may enroll in one or BOTH of the following options:
Option 1: Enroll cropland in the voluntary Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CCRP)

Landowners have the opportunity to receive annual rental payments when they enroll cropland within state-approved WHP Areas into the Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CCRP). Rental payment rates have been reviewed and most rates have increased. In your area, they typically range from $___ and $___ per acre. CCRP participants plant native vegetation that helps improve water quality and enhance wildlife habitat on your property. In addition to the annual rental payments (provided through the USDA FSA), landowners also receive cost-share assistance for establishing and maintaining the vegetation. 

Option 2: Enroll land in the Reinvest In Minnesota (RIM) Program
RIM Reserve is a perpetual conservation easement program where landowners agree to maintain their land in a natural environmentally friendly state. Participating landowners receive a payment of 100% of the assessed value of land within state-approved WHP Areas and retain ownership of the land. Rates in your area typically range from $____ to $____ per acre. This program is administered by BWSR. 
Find out more about enrolling land in one or BOTH the CCRP and RIM Programs
For eligibility requirements, individual payment rates, and more information about these programs, please contact your local USDA Service Center at (___) ___-_____.

