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	Conservation Reserve Program
Continuous Sign Up:

Protecting Drinking Water!
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The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) is working in cooperation with State and County resource staff to help protect fragile groundwater recharge areas and drinking water supplies in Minnesota. 

You are receiving this letter in part because all or portions of your property are located in the City of __________ Wellhead Protection (WHP) Area.  A WHP Area is a State approved recharge area which provides water to a public drinking water well.  Since you own cropland within a WHP Area, you may be eligible to enroll all or a portion of your land in the Conservation Reserve Program Continuous Sign Up (CCRP).  Enrolling land in this program will help protect the groundwater and drinking water supply of your family and the drinking water of your community for many years to come!   

The Conservation Reserve Program Continuous Sign Up helps to protect groundwater and drinking water resources by compensating agricultural producers for establishing  natural vegetation and wildlife habitat in environmentally sensitive WHP areas.  USDA FSA provides compensation for establishing the practice and annual rental rates based on the predominant soil types of the land to be enrolled.  

In considering CCRP, you should also know that rental rates have recently been reviewed and most rates have increased!!!  In your area, rental rates typically range from $___ to $___ per acre.  Additional, financial incentive payments are also provided when you enroll cropland located in a WHP area into the CCRP program (see attached).   

While the CCRP program provides multiple benefits, none are probably more important than the long term protection of our drinking water supplies and public health.  If you would like to find out more about the CCRP program, eligibility requirements and enrolling cropland acres to help protect local drinking water supplies please contact your local USDA Service Center at (___) ___-_____.
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