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1987 
Governor Rudy Perpich 
Kenneth Tow, Executive Director: 9/1987 – 11/1987 
Jim Birkholz, Interim Executive Director: 11/17/1987 
 
Board Members 
Don Ogaard, Chair  1987 – 1994  watershed district representative 
Loren Harste   1987 – 1992  watershed district representative 
Howard Peterson  1987 – 1995  watershed district representative 
John Boulton   1987 – 1994  permanent SWCD representative 
Don Warner   1987 – 1993  permanent SWCD representative 
John Williamson  1987 – 1992  permanent SWCD representative 
Douglas Bade   1987 – 1989  interim SWCD representative 
Eugene Kalmes   1987 – 1989  interim SWCD representative 
Lowell Moen   1987 – 1989  interim SWCD representative 
Ken Schellack   1987 – 1989  interim SWCD representative 
John Brooks, Jr.   1987 – 1993  county representative 
Natalie Haas Steffen  1987 – 1991  county representative 
James Hoese   1987 – 1991  county representative 
William Cofell   1987 – 1991  citizen representative 
Jack Graba   1987 – 1993  citizen representative 
Loni Kemp   1987 – 1992  citizen representative 
 
Ex-officio members: 
Rollin Dennistoun, Department of Agriculture 
Ray Thron/Michael Finn, Department of Health 
Steve Thorne, Department of Natural Resources 
Mike Robertson, Pollution Control Agency 
William Larson, U of M/Minnesota Extension Service 

Past Board Chairs  
Donald Ogaard    1987 - 1991 
James Nielsen    1992 – 1994 
Barbara Cobb    1995 - 1996 
Kathleen Roer    1997 - 1998 
Leland Coe    2002 - 2003  
Jerome Deal    2003 - 2006 
Randy Kramer    2006 - 2010 
Brian Napstad    2010 - 2014 
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Board Members  Term   Representing 
Diane Jensen   1990 – 1992  citizen 
James Nielsen   1991 – 1995  citizen  
Dwain Otte   1991 – 2000  SWCD  
Warren Rodning  1991 – 1995  county commissioner 
James Rossman   1991 – 1998  county commissioner 
Barbara Cobb   1992 – 2000  watershed district  
Sharon Clark   1992 – 1993  citizen  
Barbara Uppgaard  1993 – 1999  citizen 
Ted Lovdahl   1993 – 1997  SWCD 
Kathleen Roer   1993 – 2001  citizen 
Marvell Tripp   1994 – 2002  watershed district 
Glenn Annexstad  1994 – 2000  citizen 
Tim Hvidsten   1994 -  1998  SWCD 
James Rossman   1994 – 1998  county commissioner 
Ginny Imholte   1995 – 2003  watershed district 
Darrell Bruggman  1995 – 2003  county commissioner 
LeRoy Stensgaard  1995 – 1997  county commissioner 
Jim Dahlvang   1997 – 2001  county commissioner 
Alan Oehlke   1997 – 2001  SWCD 
Leland Coe   1997 - 2003  county commissioner/citizen 
Jerome Deal   1998 – 2006  watershed district 
Paul Krabbenhoft  1998 -  2006  SWCD 
Clair Nelson   1998 – 2006  county commissioner 
Jerome Deal   1998 – 2006  watershed district 
Char Kahler   2000 – 2004  citizen 
Jack Frost   2000 – 2004  citizen 
Victor Ormsby   2001 – 2005  SWCD 
Karen Harder   2001 – 2005  citizen 
JoAnn Coover   2001 – 2003  watershed district 
Kevin Anderson   2003 – 2005  county commissioner 
Kay Cook   2003 – 2007  watershed district  
Quentin Fairbanks  2003 – 2015  county commissioner 
Randy Kramer   2003 – 2010  citizen 
Paul Brutlag   2004 – 2012  citizen 
Louise Smallidge  2004 -  2012  SWCD 
LuAnn Tolliver   2004 – 2012  watershed district 
Dana Allen   2005 – 2009  citizen 
Brian Kletscher   2005 – 2009  county commissioner 
Robert Burandt   2005 – 2013  SWCD 
Paul Langseth   2006 - 2014  SWCD 
Brian Napstad   2006 – 2014  county commissioner 
Gene Tiedemann  2006 – 2014  watershed district  
Kenneth Robinson  2007 – 2011  watershed district 
Gordon Behm   2008 – 2011  watershed district 
Tom Loveall   2009 – 2013  county commissioner 
John Meyer   2009 – 2013  citizen 
Christy Jo Fogarty  2009 – 2013  metro city 



Sandy Hooker   2009 – 2016  townships 
Keith Mykleseth  2009 – 2015  non-metro city 
Joe Martin   2010 – 2011  citizen 
Todd Foster   2011 – 2015  watershed district 
Gerald Van Amburg  2011 – 2015  citizen 
Jack Ditmore   2012 – 2016  citizen 
Joseph Collins   2012 – 2016  watershed 
Steve Sunderland  2012 – 2016  SWCD 
 
Governors since BWSR’s inception 
Governor Rudy Perpich    1987 - 1990 
Governor Arne Carlson    1991 - 1998 
Governor Jesse Ventura    1999 - 2002 
Governor Tim Pawlenty    2003 - 2010 
Governor Mark Dayton    2011 – 2014 
 
Executive Directors since BWSR’s inception 
Kenneth Tow      9/1987 – 11/1987 
Jim Birkholz, Interim Executive Director   11/17/1987 
Jim Birkholz      1988 – 1991 
Ron Harnack     1991 – 2007 
John Jaschke     2007 – 

 

 

 

 


