
Celebrating 25 years of BWSR: 1987-2012  
The Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) was created in 1987, when the Legislature combined the 
Soil and Water Conservation Board with two other organizations with local government and natural resource ties: 
the Water Resources Board and the Southern Minnesota Rivers Basin Council.   

Legislation establishing the Board of Water and Soil Resources (reflected in Minnesota Statutes 103B.101) outlined 
its responsibilities to a variety of local governments. Upon inception, its membership included 17 members: three 
representing soil and water conservation districts; three representing watershed management organizations or 

watershed districts; three representing counties; three citizen members; and five agency members representing the University of Minnesota 
Extension Service, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, the Minnesota Department of Agriculture, the Minnesota Department of 
Health, and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. The board expanded in 2009 to include two representatives of cities (one in the Twin Cities 
Metro Area and one in Greater Minnesota) and one township representative.  

BWSR’s mission is to improve and protect Minnesota's water and soil resources by working in partnership with local organizations and private 
landowners.  
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BWSR administers programs that prevent sediment and nutrients from entering our lakes, rivers and streams, enhance fish and wildlife habitat and 
protect wetlands. The board sets a policy agenda designed to enhance service delivery through the use of local government, including 90 soil and 
water conservation districts, 46 watershed districts, 23 metropolitan watershed management organizations and 80 county water managers.  

 


