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Top 5 Natural Resource Concerns

Water Quality
Water Quantity
Natural Habitats
Wetlands

Soils
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2008 Revenue

Federal Grants $42,648
State Grants & Services $116,299
County General Services $145,600

County Grants $42,026

Local Grants $102,455
Fees for Service $127,194
Interest $2,680
Total $578,902

Recent Projects

Subwatershed Assessments

The ACD partnered with the Metro Landscape
Restoration Program and local watershed
districts to complete subwatershed
assessments for Sand Creek and Rice Lake.
The purpose of the assessments was to find
places where BMPs can be implemented, and
to rank projects in terms of cost-effectiveness
to maximize the use of limited staff and
financial resources. The assessments found
stormwater retrofit opportunities (such as rain
gardens or pond modifications) and used
modeling to estimate pollution reduction. Cost
estimates were developed for each project so
projects could be compared in terms of cost
per unit of pollution reduction. The
assessments will be a great tool in assisting
stormwater managers to prioritize future
projects.
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Glen Creek Corridor Study
Glen Creek is a 1/4 mile stretch of open stream
that serves as stormwater drainage for a
portion of the City of Fridley and empties into
the Mississippi River. Several residents living
on Glen Creek contacted the ACD about
severe erosion issues on their properties.

The ACD utilized available NPEAP funding and
hired an engineer to assess the cause of the
erosion and to design a solution to stabilize the
creek. Afinal plan is in the works and will be
presented to residents upon completion.




Anoka Conservation District

Educational Workshops

In 2009 the ACD partnered with the cities of
Blaine, Lino Lakes, Andover and Ramsey to
hold a total of nine educational workshops for
residents. Topics included rain gardens,
water-smart landscaping and shoreland
management.

Pictured:
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Conservation Easements
Herb Beach Conservation Easement

On July 27, 2009 one of the ACD’s long time
easement holders passed away. He left his 65
acre property to the ACD in his will to be
protected from development and enhanced for
wildlife benefit. Several restoration efforts are
underway and will continue in the future.

Melanie Kern Conservation Easement

After several attempts to do a controlled burn
over the past few years, conditions were finally
perfect in the spring of 2009. Burning the 19
acre savannah restoration reduced competition
from weed species and allowed for an
explosion of previously unseen little bluestem,
prairie dropseed, switchgrass, rudbeckia and
many other native species.

Pictured:
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20009.
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Future Projects

Rain Garden Pre-treatment Chamber

One of the biggest concerns people have with
constructing a rain garden on their property is
the amount of maintenance required. To
alleviate this concern, the ACD produced a
curb-cut rain garden pre-treatment chamber
designed to filter sediment and debris from
stormwater before it flows into the garden. The
chamber is comprised of three solid walls and
one removable filter wall. A strong heavy
metal grate on top of the chamber allows water
to flow through while keeping children out. As
the chamber fills with sediment, landowners
simply remove the filter wall and shovel out the
debris. The chamber will simplify maintenance
while extending the garden’s effective life.

Pictured: Concept drawing and prototype of the
pre-treatment chamber. The chamber will
greatly reduce the maintenance time required
for curb-cut rain gardens. ACD is pursuing a
patent for the design.

Expansion of the LRP

In 2009 the ACD approached the Minnesota
Legislature with a concept of a new program to
work within the metro area to assist with
subwatershed assessments and project
implementation. The Legislature allocated
$1,000,000 over two years from the new
Legacy Amendment fund to help facilitate the
installation of projects identified in
assessments. The ACD is overseeing the
funding and working with other metro SWCD’s
to complete assessments and install projects.

12917 Buchanan St NE, Blaine, MN 55434
12859 Zilla St NW, Coon Rapids, MN 55448
352 Swan Lake Lane, Cedar, MN 55011
17275 Tulip St NW, Andover, MN 55304
23340 Isetta St NE, East Bethel, MN 55005




