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Becker  
Soil and Water Conservation District 

 
809 - 8th St SE,  
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501  
PHONE: (218) 846-7360 
FAX: (218) 847-8910 

www.co.becker.mn.us/dept/soil_water 

SWCD Board Meetings: Third Wednesday at 8 
a.m. 

Top 5 Natural Resource Concerns 

1. Surface water quality 
2. Stormwater management 
3. Groundwater quality: current data 

indicates generally good groundwater 
quality in Becker County. However two 
significant sand plain areas and a large 
number of lakes and septic systems 
make groundwater quality a resource 
concern. 

4. Soil erosion 
5. Development pressures: Traditional 

agricultural areas and small remote 
lakes have experienced an increase in 
the development of nonfarm housing.  

2008 Revenue 

Total $463,237 
 

Recent Projects  

 

 Storm Water Retention Pond- Buffer Seeding 

Established Native Vegetation 

Native Buffer Seeding Program 
In 2008 the Becker SWCD in cooperation with 
the City of Detroit Lakes developed a program 
to establish native buffer seeding around 8 
storm water retention ponds.  Not only does 
the native species provide excellent sediment 
and nutrient reduction, it also reduces 
maintenance costs by eliminating the need for 
mowing.   
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In addition to the storm water pond initiative 99 
acres of native buffers were established in the 
Hay Creek Watershed in western Becker 
County. Water and Sediment Control Structure 
installed in the Hay Creek Project Area. 
 
 

 
Hay Creek Watershed Project  
In 2008 work began in the Hay Creek 
Watershed as part of a Clean Water Legacy 
Grant in partnership with the Buffalo Red River 
Watershed District.  Fifty four sediment and 
erosion control basins and 125 acres of of 
native buffers are expected to be installed by 
the end of 2010. 
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