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Cook  
Soil and Water Conservation District 

 
411 W 2nd St 
Grand Marais, MN 55604 
PHONE: (218) 387-3647 
FAX: (218) 387-3042 

www.co.cook.mn.us/index.php/soil-and-water 

SWCD Board Meeting: 1st Thursday at 1 p.m. 

Top 5 Natural Resource Concerns 

1. Water Quality  
2. Density of building on lakes/streams 
3. Landowner education regarding disturbed 

areas  
4. Road sediment management  
5. Erosion control of river/stream 

2008 Revenue 

County 40,181 
State 225,439 
Federal 16,401 
Other 17,040 

Total $299,061 

Recent Projects  
Poplar River TMDL 

 

The Poplar River is the first water body to be 
listed as impaired in Cook County.  In the 
TMDL process, the unique nature of the North 
Shore has been highlighted to residents and 
government agencies. With input from 
stakeholders, it has been determined that the 
combined effects of logging at the turn of the 
century, lack of historical data and the nature 
of non-point source pollution warranted very 
detailed research by the University of 
Minnesota. This study will be complete in 2011 
and will inform the Preliminary Draft TMDL, 
also scheduled to come out in 2011.  Above: 
Cook SWCD utilized Clean Water Legacy 
funding to construct four sediment reduction 
projects in the Lower Poplar River Watershed 
including this natural-looking streambank 
stabilization project. 
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Citizen Lake Water Quality Monitoring 

Cook Soil and Water Conservation District 

Below: Two volunteer lake monitors practice 
their Secchi Disk reading skills at Rockwood 
Lodge on Poplar Lake. Volunteers like this 
enabled Cook SWCD to monitor 7 lakes for 
phosphorus, chlorophyll-a and Secchi depth 
from 2008-2009. The Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency provided the funds for this 
project. 

 

Lakeshore Ecological Sensitivity Study 

Right: A GIS pilot study of sensitive lakeshores 
was funded through a special BWSR resource 
protection fund.  The funding allowed Cook 
SWCD staff to collect field and GIS data to 
identify ecologically sensitive areas of four pilot 
lakes in the county.  The SWCD worked 
closely with area lake associations to identify 
areas of concern.  Final recommendations for 
areas of in need of additional protection 
through reclassification or other means will be 
made to the County Board in 2010. 

Future Projects 

 

Stream Crossing Inventory 
With the assistance of a Lake Superior Coastal 
Program grant, SWCD staff conducted a 
technical inventory and assessment of stream 
crossings on a portion of the county road 
system in 2009 (Above). The inventory will 
identify stream crossings that are fish barriers 
and/or significant sources of sediment to 
sensitive trout stream systems.  This 
methodical process will allow the SWCD to 
identify priority projects for restoration. The 
SWCD is  pursuing funding opportunities to 
continue the inventory for the entire road 
system. 
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