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Fillmore  
Soil and Water Conservation District 
 
900 Washington St NW 
Preston, MN 55965 
PHONE: (507) 765-3878, ext. 3 
FAX: (507) 765-4415 

www.fillmoreswcd.org 

SWCD Board Meetings: Thursday after the 2nd 
Tuesday at 4:30 p.m. at the USDA Service 
Center 

Top 6 Natural Resource Concerns 

1. Soil erosion and runoff control   
2. Human sewage treatment 
3. Sinkholes and karst topography 
4. Fertilizer and pesticide use 
5. Feedlots and manure management 
6. Drinking water protection 

2008 Revenue 
Local grants $ 258,336 
State grants $536,043 
Charges for services $ 48,024 
Miscellaneous revenue $47,411 

Total $889,814 

Note: About half of the revenues are from BWSR 
Flood Relief Grants and Feedlot Water Quality 
Grants.  The SWCD is responsible for the tracking 
and reporting of more than 20 grants ranging from 
$5000 to $300,000 plus CREP and RIM contracts 
and the Ag BMP Low-Interest Loan program.  

The Ag BMP Loan Program distributed over 
$537,000 in 2008 through 26 loans to upgrade 
existing septic systems, 6 loans for feedlot fixes, 
and 1 loan for manure handling equipment. Fillmore 

SWCD ranks fifth in the state with $3.69 million in 
loans issued since the program began.  

Root River Turbidity TMDL  

Fillmore SWCD is the lead agency for the Root 
River Turbidity TMDL, which began in 2008.  
The three-year project is focused on 
monitoring and assessment to calculate the 
sediment load and allocate sources of 
sediment in the river’s impaired reaches, which 
are shown on the map above.  Monitoring 
stations are established at 12 locations in the 
watershed where stage and turbidity are 
measured continually from March to October.  
About 25 rounds of grab samples are collected 
each year from March to October at those 
sites.  The implementation plan will be 
completed in 2011 which will include strategies 
for reducing sediment from the sources 
identified.   

Grazing Management 

A Grazing Lands Management Specialist hired 
for the Root River Watershed in 2007 is 
housed in the Fillmore SWCD office with 
funding provided by Clean Water Legacy 
Grants awarded in 2007 and 2009. Over 60 
new grazing management plans have been 
completed for approximately 4000 acres. 
Another 5-10 plans are in progress. There are 
33 plans being implemented in the watershed 
on over 3300 acres using EQIP and state cost-
share funds. Technical assistance is provided 
to producers to implement grazing practices 
and to help them get cost share funding.  A 
MDA Sustainable Ag Grant is evaluating the 
use of cover crops and fall grazing of hay to 
extend the grazing season.            
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Nutrient Management 

Fillmore SWCD houses one of two Nutrient 
Management Specialists hired through Clean 
Water Legacy grants awarded in 2007 and 
2009 to the SE MN Technical Support Joint 
Powers Board, of which the Fillmore SWCD is 
a member. The Nutrient Management 
Specialist works with producers to develop 
plans utilizing livestock manure along with 
commercial fertilizer in the most efficient 
manner. Producers getting EQIP funding 
receive plans that meet NRCS standards. The 
plans also meet MPCA and county feedlot 
program requirements.  There are 84 plans 
completed, updated, or in progress covering 
32,149 acres in five counties.   

Fillmore SWCD Cover Crop Program 

The SWCD cost-shared aerial seeding of 
winter rye as a cover crop on 147.8 acres in 
2008 at a cost to the District of $2,956.  This 
picture shows a corn silage field 34 days after 
seeding. 

Payments to Landowners in 2008 
$ 267,619 State Cost-Share 

6 Waterways, 1 Terrace, 5 Windbreaks,  
1 Sediment Basin, 1 Well Sealing, 7 
Feedlots 

$ 4,000 SE MN Technical JPB Cost-Share 
 1 midsize feedlot fix 
$ 3,311 Hiawatha Valley RC&D Cost-Share 
 2 small feedlot fixes 
$ 10,220 Grazing Management Cost-Share 
 2 projects: Fencing, watering systems, etc. 
$ 125,167  CREP Easements 
 13 contracts on 128.1 acres 
$ 298,701 Flood Relief  
 $  70,055 BWSR and DNR Cost-Share   
   $ 228,646 RIM Easements and C/S 
   (6 easements/74.6 acres) 
 
Almost $2 MILLION in federal NRCS funds 
went to Fillmore County landowners in 2008 
because of the cooperative efforts between the 
SWCD and NRCS.  The SWCD provides free 
technical assistance for the implementation of 
federal projects. 

Future Projects 
The Fillmore SWCD is a partner with MDA on 
a project to evaluate the effectiveness of BMPs 
in three small (3000 to 5000-acre) watersheds 
in the Root River to begin in 2010.  The 
funding to the SWCD will support two part-time 
employees.  One will work one-on-one with 
farmers, and the other will do water quality 
monitoring.  The farmers will evaluate their 
farming practices with the phosphorus index, 
soil conditioning index, basal stalk nitrogen 
tests, and other evaluation methods.   
 
The Root River TMDL Implementation Plan will 
be completed in 2011.  Along with the 
completion and implementation of the plan will 
come more funding opportunities to address 
soil erosion in the watershed.    
 

 

Board Members 
Tim Gossman Chair (507) 867-3129 31924 Ninebark Rd, Chatfield, MN  55923 
Brian Hazel  Vice Chair (507) 467-3470  27919 State Hwy 250, Lanesboro, MN 55949 
Travis Willford  Secretary  (507) 886-6891  33568 County 30, Harmony, MN 55939 
Pamela Mensink  Treasurer  (507) 765-3384  23852 County 14, Preston, MN 55965 
Leonard Leutink Jr. Supervisor  (507) 273-3855 617 North Broadway, Lot #4, Spring Valley, MN 55975 


