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Nobles  
Soil and Water Conservation District 

 
 
 
1567 McMillan St Ste 3 
Worthington, MN 56187 
PHONE: (507) 376-9150 
FAX: (507) 372-7751 

www.noblesswcd.org 

Top 5 Natural Resource Concerns 

SWCD Board Meeting: 3rd Wednesday at 
7:30am 

1. Water Quality Protection 
2. Water Erosion Control 
3. Wind Erosion Control 
4. Flood Control 
5. Resource Management Education 

2008 Revenue  

Total $243,966 

Recent Projects  

 

Minnesota West Technical College 
Raingardens 

Multiple rain gardens were designed and 
installed by the Nobles SWCD with assistance 
from NRCS, USFW and Minnesota West 
Technical College. The rain gardens varied in 
size and were designed to take in roof and 
parking lot runoff. The completion of these 
projects addressed local water quality 
concerns with all runoff previously being 
directly discharging onto Lake Okabena via the 
City of Worthington’s stormwater system. 
Minnesota West staff and students participated 
in all aspects of the creation of these 
raingardens.  
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Recent projects (continued) 

Nobles Soil and Water Conservation District 

Nobles County Comprehensive 
Waterplan 

The Nobles SWCD, Nobles County and 2 
Watershed Districts combined their efforts to 
create a unified water management plan.  The 
Kanaranzi – Little Rock Watershed, Okabena – 
Ocheda Watershed worked with the County 
and SWCD to develop a single water 
management plan. Diverse interest groups 
participated in the planning process, including 
members of city councils and town boards, 
farm bureaus, farm unions, lake associations, 
construction companies, rural water, and public 
utilities. Pheasants Forever and the USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service also 
were active participants. The result of this 
effort included a document that satisfied all 
four local government units’ needs as well as 
the state of Minnesota requirements. The 
combined plan demonstrated the cooperation 
LGU’s can achieve when common interests 
and goals need to be met on a larger scale. 

 

Future Projects 

 

The Nobles SWCD and the Kanaranzi – Little 
Rock Watershed District were allocated 
$300,000 of cost-share through the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act. This stimulus 
funding is designated to be used for structural 
erosion control practices such as grassed 
waterways and terraces, as well as residue 
management.  All funds have been 
encumbered and projects are ready to be 
installed as soon as sites and landowners are 
ready. 
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