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Like many landowners in Minnesota, David and Jeanette Stottrup
(Litchfield) are contemplating what to do with their expiring
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres. The Strottrups have 162
acres currently enrolled in the program, all of which will expire in the
next five years.

David Stottrup, a retired teacher, said the program has been great for
his family—it allowed them to farm on a small scale while holding jobs
in town.

“1 grew up on a small low-tech farm in Pine County. The headwaters

for Little Sand Creek began in the woods on our land at a spring, which
came bubbling up out of the ground between three giant Norway : IS

. . . . . . Jeanette and David Stottrup, Litchfield, Minn.,
Pines. Since then I've always had affection for little cricks and ponds in  recently enrolled 43 acres of their land into the

the woods,”Stottrup said. RIM Riparian Buffer Easement program.

Located next to a wildlife management area, near multiple waterfowl|
production areas and public waterways, the Stottrups plan to enroll 43 acres of their expiring CRP land in the Reinvest in
Minnesota (RIM) Riparian Buffer Easement program.

Stottrup says knowing that his land along Battle Creek will permanently remain a sanctuary for trees, native grasses and
wildlife long after he’s gone gives him great joy.

Addressing a conservation legacy

Over the last 25 years, the United States Department of Agriculture’s CRP has been the largest and most significant
private lands conservation program in Minnesota history. An entire generation of Minnesotans have benefitted from
improved water quality and enhanced wildlife habitat.

] ) Expiring CRP acreage

However, nearly 823,000 acres (60 percent) of Minnesota conservation lands Year Acres
enrolled in CRP will expire in the next five years —a land area equivalent to Anoka, 2012 292 429
Hennepin and Ramsey counties combined. 2013 130,246
2014 207,841
As an option for farmers to continue land conservation with expiring CRP acres, staff 2015 101.634
members at the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) are working 2016 90,803
with local soil and water conservation districts (SWCDs) to offer the RIM Riparian Total 822.953

Buffer Easement program.

The only program funded through both Outdoor Heritage and Clean Water Funds (from the Clean Water, Land and
Legacy Amendment), there is more than $10 million is available for RIM Riparian Buffer Easements, beginning July 19.

“The RIM Riparian Buffer Easement program offers another option for landowners to target conservation practices and
serves as an investment for the long term health of their farm,” said LeAnn Buck, Executive Director of the Minnesota
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Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts. “By enrolling in the program, landowners are compensated to
provide plant diversity and wildlife habitat and to keep valuable soil in place.”

Buffers benefit water quality and wildlife habitat

Both water quality and wildlife habitat enjoy benefits of riparian easements. Water quality is protected as buffers filter
snowmelt and rainfall runoff, reducing soil erosion. Additionally, native vegetation captures sediment, nutrients and
pesticide residue, reducing nitrogen and phosphorus loading.

Wildlife species require food, water, and cover. Well managed riparian buffers generally support larger populations of
wildlife because the buffer provides many habitat requirements.

Joe Duggan, a long-time conservationist and the vice president of Pheasants Forever, said, “We know that native grasses
established in riparian buffer areas provide quality bird nesting habitat and also important winter survival cover for
pheasants and other species when the snow arrives.”

Enrolling your acres

BWSR's five-year goal is to enroll 80,000 acres statewide of the most vulnerable riparian buffers and wetlands into
permanent protection.

John Jaschke, BWSR Executive Director, said “Native plant buffer zones are imperative to protect wildlife habitat areas
and to achieve clean water. This program offers the opportunity to get buffers on the ground in the many places where
they are needed.”

Interested landowners should contact their local SWCD for more information about the program, or visit
www.bwsr.state.mn.us.
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