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Online map makes RIM Reserve
Information accessable

Featured Project

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) staff recently completed an
online, interactive map project that makes information about lands enrolled in REINVEST IN
conservation easements easily accessible. The Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) Reserve MINNESUTA

conservation easement program has protected over 200,000 acres of privately owned
land since the program was established in 1986. Conservation easements involve the
acquisition of limited rights in land for conservation purposes. The land remains in
private ownership, and participating landowners establish conservation practices such
as native prairie and wetland restorations.

BWSR's online map interface quickly delivers information that would otherwise require
GIS software. The map shows the actual easement boundaries set against an aerial

photo background. A quick glance shows that most easements are adjacent to a creek, HIM HESEHVE
river, or stream. Using the map identify tool to click on a specific easement, users can Conservation Easement
view more detailed information such as program type, acreage, cost, and expiration

date (if applicable).
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Pictured: Sample view of RIM Reserve interactive map.



The online map interface for the RIM Reserve program has been available since the beginning of 2010, and its
performance and usability has recently been greatly improved through the efforts of BWSR GIS specialists and RIM
Reserve program staff. Users of the RIM Reserve online mapping application include soil and water conservation
districts, watershed districts and watershed management organizations, state and federal agencies, and the
general public.

Users also may perform queries on the easements in order to filter them based on specific parameters. For
example, users may find easements within a specific Soil and Water Conservation District or a specific township.

Partners: BWSR administers the RIM Reserve program statewide, and soil and water conservation districts
implement the program at the local level. Other partner organizations include Pheasants Forever, The Minnesota
Waterfowl Association, Ducks Unlimited, and the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service.

Link / contact for more information: www.maps.bwsr.state.mn.us/RIMOnline

Funding for this project was provided by the Minnesota Environmental and
Natural Resources Trust Fund as recommended by the Legislative-Citizen
k. | S Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR). The Trust Fund is a permanent
fund constitutionally established by the citizens of Minnesota to assist in the
AEN§XA!I'BI8_§E':(')ER§I;IS- protection, conservation, preservation, and enhancement of the state’s water,

TRUST FUND land, fish, wildlife, and other natural resources.
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