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GENERAL INFORMATION

Established: May 18, 1971
by two nominating petitions

17064 Commercial Park Road
Brainerd, MN 56401

Phone: (218) 828-0243

Fax: (218) 824-7006

www.30lakes.org
lakeswsd@brainerd.net

Included Counties: Crow Wing
District Size: 70 square miles

Major Lakes: Pelican, Edward, Hubert,
North Long

Number of Staff: 3 part time

2008 Taxable Market Value:
$1,411,886,500

BOARD OF MANAGERS
Phone

Name Position County Address

Tom Ebnet President Crow Wing 7335 Crabtree Ln, Nisswa, MN

Ken Svee Secretary/Vice President ~ Crow Wing P. 0. Box 1077, Brainerd, MN 56401
Bruce Yund Manager Crow Wing 30190 Osceola Circle, Breezy Point, MN

(218) 963-2318
(218) 963-9432
(218) 562-4443
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THIRTY LAKES WATERSHED DISTRICT ACTIVITIES

RECENT PROJECTS

County Building Permits — in an effort to be proactive and
informed on development within the District, the Thirty
Lakes Watershed District has begun making inspections on
properties that receive construction permits from Crow Wing
County. On-site inspections have been done for about 200
properties, and as a result 16 property owners needed to
secure a stormwater management plan. Land-use violations
were discovered during six of the inspections.

Data Management — aerial photos dating back to the

1970s were digitized, making them available at the click of a
mouse. It has been the long standing practice of Thirty Lakes
Watershed District to make annual over-flights to identify
potential land-use violations. The photos were put on the
Thirty Lakes website so that they can be viewed by the public.

Water Quality and Lake Level Monitoring — of the 52 lakes
within the District, 12 to 14 are tested each year to determine
their Trophic Status. Lake gauges were place in 19 lakes, and
their level was recorded every two weeks from May through
October.

Precipitation Study — the District and A. W. Research
Laboratories have continued a Precipitation Study that

began in 2006. During the first year, the Sauk River

Watershed District and the Red River Watershed District

also participated and collected precipitation samples. The
findings revealed that precipitation brings a considerable
loading of phosphorus. In addition, the atmospheric level and
origin of the weather system can determine the amount of the
phosphorus load.

Pelican Lake Stormwater Project — recognizing a serious
stormwater runoff situation in an area of Breezy Point, the
District hired an engineer to design options for containment
and management. The most viable option was that of
pervious asphalt with underground storage. However,
that option was going to be very costly, and would involve
relocation of underground utilities and infrastructure. With
assistance from Crow Wing Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD), Thirty Lakes is in the process of working
out a solution with the property owners that will utilize
bioretention areas for stormwater management.

Parker Boy Scout Reservation — the District partnered with
the Crow Wing SWCD on a shoreline restoration project

at the Boy Scout Camp located on North Long Lake. The
project involved restoring an ice ridge and constructing two
bioretention areas to manage the stormwater flowing down
the steep hill. Funding for the project was received from the
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Aerial photo of shoreland on North Long Lake

MN Department of Natural Resources and the Crow Wing
County Water Plan.

FUTURE PROJECTS

Education Series — seminars on the theme of Water Quality
and Best Management Practices that were conducted in 2008
will continue in 2009.

Elks Camp Shoreline Restoration — some 300 feet of sandy
beach will be transformed into native vegetation at the Elks
Camp on Pelican Lake. The District will be partnering with the
Pelican Lake Property Owners Association, the University of
Minnesota Extension, and Crow Wing SWCD. The project will
demonstrate the benefits of native vegetation.

Cost-Share Projects — the District has begun a cost-share
program with residents and lake associations to encourage
shoreline restorations, rain gardens or other projects to
enhance the environment. Cost-share funds will also be used
for vegetation surveys and other data collection.

New Lake Associations — riparian property owners will be
contacted and informed of the benefits of creating a Lake
Association through a partnership with Minnesota Waters.

Lakes Area Clean Waters Council — Thirty Lakes is a charter
member of this group, which promotes stormwater Best
Management Practices through education and recognition.

2007 EXPENDITURES

Total 2007 Expenditures $236,950
Management / General Administrative $ 95,776
Data Collection / Monitoring $34,736
Permitting / Regulatory Programs $17,550
Projects / Implementation $50,388
Water Management Programs $ 38,500
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