Upper Minnesota River
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Established: 1967 by Big Stone County
petition

211 2nd Street SE

Ortonville, MN 56278

Phone: (320) 839-3411

Fax: (320) 839-3313
dianne.radermacher@midconetwork.com

BOARD OF MANAGERS

Name Position

Loren Harste President Swift 2450 10th St NW, Appleton, MN 56208-1825
Glenn Berdan Secretary Big Stone 36306 County Rd 65, Ortonville, MN 56278
Terry Gillespie Manager Big Stone 30787 660th Ave, Clinton, MN 56225

Brent Hasslen Treasurer Big Stone 562 Park Ave W, Ortonville, MN 56278

Bob Toelle Vice President Traverse 302 E. Broadway, Browns Valley, MN 56219

County

Included Counties: Big Stone, Stevens,
Swift, Traverse, Lac qui Parle

District Size: 505 square miles

Major Lakes: Big Stone, Marsh, Long
Tom, Theilke, Bentson, Barry, Lyseng,
Shible, Otrey

Address

Number of Staff: 2

2008 Taxable Market Value:
$599,943,100

Phone

(320) 596-2318
(320) 272-2323
(320) 325-5139
(320) 839-3218
(320) 695-2152
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UPPER MINNES

RECENT PROJECTS

Browns Valley Flood Mitigation Project — the District
established this $7.1 million project in late 2007 to assist
the City of Browns Valley in reducing their ongoing flooding
issues.

Emergency Action Plan — the Big Stone Lake/Whetstone
River Flood Control Project Emergency Action Plan, which
includes a new dam break analysis for the 500-year flood
event on Big Stone Lake, was completed.

Big Stone Lake/Whetstone River Flood Control Project —
continued the daily operation (lake level management) and
maintenance of the control structure and debris barrier.

Wetland Restoration Documentary — the one-hour
education documentary entitled “Echoes of Cry of the
Marsh” was completed and distributed. The project was a
cooperative effort between the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
the University of Minnesota Morris, Pioneer Public TV, and
the Watershed District.

Educational Programs — completed the 13th year of the
Fourth Wetland Restoration Educational Program. To date
832 acres of wetland have been restored. Also 215 rural wells
were tested for bacteria and nitrates through the Rural Water
Educational Testing Program.

Lake Monitoring — completed the first year of monitoring on
Big Stone Lake through the cooperation of the Citizens For
Big Stone Lake Org.

Stormwater Erosion Control Project — Phase | of the
program was completed in 2007 which included the
construction of a new sediment retention basin and rip-rap
protection.

FUTURE PROJECTS

Whetstone River Restoration — work with the Big Stone
National Wildlife Refuge, MN Department of Natural
Resources, and Corps of Engineers to partially restore flows
to Whetstone River, which diverted in the early 1940’s.

Big Stone Lake Tributary Monitoring — re-establish the
Tributary Monitoring Program for Big Stone Lake.
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A RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT ACTIVITIES

2007 flood in Browns Valley

Rain Garden Program — funds have been budgeted for this
cost-share program, which will begin in 2008.

Stormwater Erosion Control Project — construction of
Phase Il of the program, which will include rip-rap protection
and grass seeding of a portion of the open ditch stormwater
system.

Minnesota River Restoration — restoration of flows to the
old Minnesota River Channel within the Big Stone Lake/
Whetstone River Flood Control area.

2007 EXPENDITURES

Total 2007 Expenditures $348,116
Management / General Administrative $56,090
Data Collection / Monitoring $4,464
Permitting / Regulatory Programs $21,000
Projects / Implementation $259,032
Water Management Programs $7,530
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