
92       Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources

board of Managers

Established: November 14, 1968  
by citizen petition

P.O. Box 838  
Lake Elmo, MN 55042 
www.vbwd.org 
jhanson@barr.com

Included Counties: Ramsey, Washington

District Size: 65 square miles

Major Lakes:  Acorn, Silver, Long, 
DeMontreville, Olson, Jane, Eagle Point, 
Elmo, Horseshoe, Edith, Sunfish

Valley Creek: One of a few remaining 
trout streams in Metro Area

Number of Staff: 0

2008 Taxable Market Value: 
$3,947,725,900

Name Position County Address Phone

Lincoln Fetcher  President  Ramsey  2634 East 19th Ave, N, St. Paul  (651) 779-9780

David Bucheck  Vice President  Washington  2301 Legion Ave, Lake Elmo  (651) 770-1730

Donald Scheel  Secretary  Washington  13404 South 15th St, Afton  (651) 436-2203

Dale Borash  Treasurer  Washington  996 Neal Ave, Stillwater  (651) 337-0000

Ray Lucksinger  Manager   Washington 12775 5th St N, Lake Elmo (651) 436-3368
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recent Projects
Valley Creek Repair and Restoration Projects — in 2008, 
the VBWD constructed three projects within the watershed 
to protect Valley Creek, one of 13 trout streams within the 
Twin Cities metropolitan area and one of only a few that has 
a naturally reproducing population of native brook trout. The 
VBWD constructed a 0.4 acre infiltration basin at the top 
of an actively eroding ravine that drains directly into Valley 
Creek, stabilized 2,500 feet of the South Fork of Valley Creek, 
and stabilized 2,200 feet of the Main Stem of Valley Creek.  

Stormwater Pond Inventory and Maintenance — an 
inventory of stormwater ponds that are a quarter acre or 
larger is underway. In the winter of 2008-09, the VBWD 
is improving the efficiencies of several stormwater quality 
treatment ponds by excavating accumulated sediment and, 
in some cases, deepening the ponds beyond their original 
design. This maintenance will protect the water quality of the 
downstream waters.

Lake Water Quality Improvement Projects — after 
determining that some of its lakes might eventually become 
listed as nutrient-impaired by the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency, the VBWD ordered a study of these lakes to 
determine the feasibility of improving lake water quality to 
prevent them from being listed as nutrient impaired. Based on 
these studies, the VBWD began to implement water quality 
improvement projects at Long Lake and Sunfish Lake in 2008. 
Studies of other lakes continue. 

Ravine Stabilization Projects — in 2008, the VBWD 
implemented three projects to stabilize actively eroding 
ravines to protect Long Lake, Goetschel Pond, and Goose 
Lake. 

Best Management Practices Cost-Share Program — the 
VBWD launched its BMP Cost-Share Program in the spring of 
2008, and 21 projects were already funded in 2008, including 
rainwater gardens, native plantings, and shoreline vegetative 
buffers.

future Projects
Lake Water Quality Improvement — complete lake water 
quality studies on Eagle Point Lake, Horseshoe Lake, and 
Lake DeMontreville and implement improvement projects, if 
necessary.

Creek Stabilization Projects — continue to implement 
projects to protect Valley Creek and implement projects on 
Raleigh Creek.

Cost-Share Program — continue the BMP cost-share 
program and develop incentive program for residential and 
commercial developments.

Monitoring, Maintenance, and Education — continue 
to monitor the quality of the VBWD waters, continue to 
maintain VBWD’s flood control and water quality projects, 
and continued public education on water resources issues.

Before (top) and after (bottom) photos of a reach of the Valley Creek Main Stem 
Stabilization Project.

Total 2007 Expenditures $1,021,937 
Management / General Administrative $196,661
Data Collection / Monitoring $217,170  
Wetland Conservation Act $92,970
Projects / Implementation $410,352  
Water Management Programs $104,784

Valley Branch Watershed district actiVities

2007 exPendItures


