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=, | Presentation outline

»RIM program overview and funding
history

» Current focuses and priorities
» Benefits /examples of easements



Agency Mission

Improve and protect Minnesota’s
water and soil resources by working
in partnership with local organizations
and private land owners.




=, | BWSR business model

» Small agency of conservation professionals
» Local conservation delivery system
» Board of local officials and agency partners

» Focus on Minnesota’s private lands (78
percent of state)

» Collaboration for on-the-ground results
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State $S$ to BWSR
leveraged Federal $$$

\ \ \

Grants to SWCDs = Payments to Additional RIM
“CONTRACTS FOR SERVICES” landowners: dollars go to:
e Easement payment to
retire land * Project contractors
e Cost-Share to establish * Native seed vendors

SWCDs agree to:

Promote conservation programs to
landowners, provide technical services to
install and maintain best management
practices

\

native vegetation

Outcomes:
Improved water quality, carbon sequestration, flood damage reduction,
enhanced wildlife habitat, and rural economic development







MN’s expiring CRP

Year Acres
2012 292,429
2013 130,246
2014 207,841
2015 101,634
2016 90,803

Total: 822,953



Expiring Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Acreage

Opportunity to permanently secure numerous environmental benefits including —
wildlife, water quality and flood mitigation.




RIM priority: Implementation of MN Prairie Plan
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RIM priority: Flood Mitigation

Example Site with
Drainage Area

Restoration Site with
Multiple Pools
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RIM project example #2

Wagener - Hilk RIM/WRP
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Increasing land retirement percent (50 and 100-ft buffers)
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e Science based analysis,
priority setting and
outcome evaluation

* Focused priorities
e Time is critical — federal

funding and CRP
conversions
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2= | BWSR contacts

John Jaschke

Executive Director
651-296-0878
john.jaschke@state.mn.us

Sarah Strommen

Assistant Director
651-297-5617
Sarah.strommen@state.mn.us

Tim Koehler

Acting Easement Section Manager
651-296-6745
tim.koehler@state.mn.us



