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Improve Wetland Reporting and Accounting

WCA Local Government Unit Reporting

Background - Current WCA Reporting System

The only reporting information that BWSR requires for the WCA are from the local government units (LGU) that BWSR provides grant funds (counties). Cities, townships, watershed districts, and watershed management organizations are not required to report WCA activities to BWSR. However, the non-county WCA LGU’s are encouraged to provide their data to their county for submission to be included in the county report.

The report is accomplished via the WCA reporting module within the eLINK software online reporting system. The system currently collects the following data:

1. Number of landowner contacts during the year

2. Landowner contacts that resulted in wetlands being avoided

3. Wetland acres that were avoided completely

4. Landowner contacts that resulted in wetland impacts being minimized

5. Wetland acres for which impacts were minimized

6. Number of exemption determinations approved by LGU(s)

7. Wetland acres impacted via exemptions

8. Number of formal no-loss determinations approved by LGU(s)

9. Number of calls that required no further action

10. Number of Wetland Banking plan applications reviewed

11. Number of wetland banking-site monitoring assessments completed

12. Number of replacement plans reviewed

13. Number of acres drained/filled under WCA replacement plans

14. Number of acres replaced via WCA replacement plans

15. For all actual projects initiated during the reporting year, report the number of WCA projects in your county/LGU in each of the following categories: 

<0.2 acres; 0.2-0.5 acres; 0.51-1.0 acres; 1.1-3.0 acres; and >3.0 acres

16. From the projects reported in item #15 please report the percentage of those projects for each of the wetland types listed below:

1; 1L; 2; 3; 4; 5; 6; 7; 8; and R.

17. Which wetland type generated your biggest workloads?

18. How many TEP determinations were required?

19. How many non-TEP field checks of wetland delineation were conducted?

20. How many cease Cease-and-Desist Orders were issued by DNR to enforce WCA?

21. How many Cease-and-Desist Orders were issued by LGU’s to enforce local wetland ordinances?

22. How many Restoration Orders were issued?

23. How many staff days were spent attending WCA training/information sessions?

Page 2

WCA Assessment-Reporting and Accounting

March 22, 2006

Background - WCA LGU Survey

As part of the WCA Assessment a survey of WCA LGU’s is currently underway, this survey has asked the LGU staff to provide their comments and suggestions on improving the wetland reporting and accounting system. Most of these comments have focused on WCA reporting. The suggestions and comments have been grouped into three categories:

· Electronic/Online Reporting;

· Exemptions; and

· Data Issues

Significant comments and suggestions within these groupings are listed below.

Electronic/Online Reporting

· Develop an online system of applications and exemptions, project oriented

· Develop a standard spreadsheet that LGU’s can use to track activity throughout the year that can be downloaded to BWSR for annual reporting purposes

· Include reporting of conservation easements in eLINK

· Modify the WCA module to allow printing of data by LGU’s

· Include a GIS or mapping system to record wetland determinations, all mitigation and delineation data

· Have a web-based system where LGU’s would enter permit information each time a notice of decision is sent out

Exemptions

· Record exemptions to the parcel the exemption was used on

· Require an application for exemptions

· Require reporting the numbers and acres of each exemption

Data Issues

· Develop a tracking mechanism for CRP that is converted to agriculture and that is left idle after the contract is not renewed, this would have to come from NRCS

· Improve the guidance to LGU’s to improve the consistency and accuracy of reporting

· Have county’s report acres restored/created under all programs (federal and state)

· Simplify WCA, contains so much information that few people really understand it

· Current report system is inadequate and it provides speculative data, the system needs to measure more than wetland loss or gain in acres, should advance to address wetland function, the data collected should be changed accordingly

· Reporting systems at the federal, state and local systems needs to be seamless

· The NWI should be updated
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· Some impacts to wetlands are not currently reported – encroachment, fragmentation, long-term deterioration – we need to account for these “impacts”

· Impacts/restorations could be reported by subwatershed to better gauge their impact

· LGU staff need to get “credit” for the work they do that does not only involve dirt moving.

· Applications for Withdrawal of Wetland Credits should be submitted before any impacts can occur

· Wetland banks should annually report to their LGU’s on credits sold

Option for Improvements

In response to these comments as well as the address the needs for improved data a WCA/Public Water Program (PWP) Workgroup should be established to review the current system of WCA reporting by LGU’s and reporting that occurs under the Department of Natural Resources Public Waters Work Permit Program. Changes to the reporting system should address the following considerations:

· Improve the accuracy, consistency and completeness of data

· Be necessary to measure the effectiveness of Program implementation

· The value of the data be commensurate with the effort to collect and report it

The Workgroup will be charged with examining and making recommendations on the manner or system used to collect and manage data and the specific data elements to be collected and managed. The Workgroup will also discuss how it will engage the WCA Assessment Stakeholder Advisory Committee in its work. The Workgroup should consist of LGU, BWSR, DNR, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and NRCS staff. This review should be begun immediately and completed concurrently with the Assessment.

